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THIS  Difcourfe  was  drawn  up  during  the  Regency  and  Authori¬ 
ty  of  the  Old  Service-Book^^  fince  which  time,  the  many  Difeafcs 
cleaving  to  it,  have  (it  feems)  occafioned  the  Death  of  it :  and  this, 
the  railing  up  of  another  in  its  Head,  of  a  new  Calculation  :  So  that, 
I  know  not  whether  the  Scvutinie  here  made  into  the  former  Book, will 
in  all  Points  touch  with  the  latter  :  I  fuppofe  the  Herings  in  the  one 
Barrel,  differ  not  much  from  thofe  in  the  other. 


Common-Prayer-Book  Devotions^ 

*  % 

Epifcopal  Dclufions ; 

OR,  THE 

SECOND  DEATH 

The  Service-Book. 

WHEREIN, 

The  unlawfulncfs  (with  advantage)  of  the  Impofidon  of  Liturgies,  or 
hinted  Forms  of  Prayer,  or  of  the  Worfliip  of  God  (  and  more  efpe- 
cially  of  th z  -Engllfh  Service-Boot^)  is  clearly  and  plainly  demon- 
ftrated  from  the  Scriptures,  and  grounds  in  Reafon ;  with  Anfwers 
to  the  Arguments  and  Pleas  infilled  on,  in  Defence  of  the  faid  Jm- 
pofitionie 


But  they  (ball  proceed  no further  :  for  their  folly  fhall  he  manifeft  unto  all 
men,  as  theirs  alfo  was,  2  Tim.  3 .  p. 

His  Spirit  was  ftirred  within  himywhen  he  fate  the  City  wholly  given  to  Ido¬ 
latry.  Ads  1 7.  i6. 

For  this  caufe  was  I  born,  and  for  this  caufe  came  /  Into  the  worldy  that  I 
fhould  bear  witnefsunto  the  Truth ,  John,  18.  37. 

. - And  fo  will  I  go  in  unto  the  Kingjvhich  is  not  according  to  the  Law: 

and  if  I  perijhy  I  perijh  ;  Heller  4.  16. 

Am  I  therefore  become  your  enemy  ybecaufe  I  tell  you  the  truth  ?  Gal. 4. 1 6. 

/ 

Adulterum  eft ,  impium  eft,  facrilegium  eft ,  quicquid humano  furore  inftituitur,  ut 
difpofitio  divina  violetur.  Cypr.  Lib.  1.  Ep.  8. 

Veritati  poteft  nemo  prefcriberet  non  [pactum  temporum ,  no  patr  octnt  aper fonarum , 
Teitul.  deVelaml.  Viig. 

Voflis,  &  in  Jpeciem  fanftki  hoc  confue turn,  ut  caterk  Cht  ifto  obnixiusrefiftant* 
MulculuS  iti  Mat.  p.  42.3* 


Printed  in  the  Year,  1  6  6  6. 
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To  the  Confcientiom  Reader, 

Christian  Reader, 

THIS  enfuing  Difcourfe  needeth  no  E- 
piftle  to  commend  it,  nor  humane  Patron 
to  protect  it,  an  Epiftolary  Porch  can 
add  no  more  to  ics  worth,  than  a  well  placed 
Beauty-Spot  to  a  good  Completion ,  whofe 
Brightness  is  fee  off  by  the  contrary  Blacknefs  ‘ 
The  Workman  was  a  perfon  as  well  furnifhed 
with  Stuff, Tools  &  Skill  for  Templewvork,  as 
moft  this  lad  learned  Age  hath  produced,  &  the 
weighty  Truth  he  fo  ltrenuoufly  preffeth  in  this 
enfuing  Tratff,  was  not  the  exercife  of  his  Skill 
and  Parts,  but  the  genuine  birth  of  his  Heart  and 
Conscience  ;  a  Truth  fo  dear  to  him,  that  he 
chofe  rather  to  part  with  Liberty,  Livelyhood, 
and  dear  Relations,  than  to  fhake  hands  and  bid 
farewel  to  fo  endeared  a  Companion  :a  Truth  for 
which  he  had  been  a  Sufferer  in  former  Perfe¬ 
ctions,  and  for  adhering  to  which,  he  ended  his 
dayesin  a  kind  of  Exile,in  this  prefent  Storm  ;  a 
Truth  that  was  fo  revived  upon  his  Heart,  and 
fo  powerfully  preft  upon  his  Confcience,  when 
theBlofioms  of  the  Grave  were  upon  him,  and 
the  welcome  mellengers  of  Death  had  fummon’d 
him  to  his  Reft,  that  he  could  not  Dye  till  he 
had  Commended  it,  nay.  Commanded  it  to  all 
that  fear  the  Lord*  The  fubjedt  matter  being  a 
Defence  of  Pure  Primitive  Worfhip,,  needs  no 

A  Patron 


To  the  Reader. 

Patron  but  he  that  is  our  Lord  and  Law-giver, 
who  (lands  with  his  Sword  drawn  to  beat  off  all 
Copemates  in  this  his  Prerogative,  and  although 
FlLll  (PERDITIONS  may  tug  hard  to  juflle 
Jefus  Chrift  out  of  his  Throne,  and  to  fit  Para¬ 
mount  in  the  Temple  of  God  ,  chopping  and 
changing  Divine  lnilitutions  for  Humanelnven- 
tions,  yet  the  day  is  at  hand,  when  the  Builder  of 
the  Gofpel-Temple,  fhall  plead  his  right  with 
fury  poured  out  :  How  light  foever  fome-SV^ 
ticks,  Latitudimriaru ,  and  others,  homines  omnium  hora- 
rumt  may  fet  by  Inflituted  Worfhip,  yet  in  all 
Ages  of  the  World,  the  fincere  Servants  of  God 
have  chofen  rather  Banifhment  and  Death,than 
to  embrace  the  Cuftoms  of  the  Heathens,  or  the 
Inftitutesof  Roman  'Babylon  in  their  Divine  Service , 
as  both  the  Scriptures  and  Ecclefiaftical  WrL 
ters  fully  demonilrate.  Come  we  to  our  late 
times,even  fince  the  Witnefles  in  the  Marian  days ; 
Where  were  more  Learned,  more  Godly  Men  ia 
the  World,  than  CarOVrigbt,  Parker,  Reynolds ,  Green- 
ham,  Jmcs  ?  and  who  knoweth  not  that  thefe  and 
many  more  of  the  fame  heavenly  (lamp,  fuffered 
extream  Perfecution,  Deprivations  and  Banifh= 
meets,  rather  than  they  would  touch  with  the 
Graven  Images, the  work  of  the  Craftsmen  J  that  then  V>ere, 
and  noiv  are ,  the  Snares  and  Nets  upon  Mijpab  and 
Tabor  ?  Holy  Cotton, Shepberd,and  many  others, emi¬ 
nent  for  Piety  and  ability,  chole  rather  to  end 

'  their 


To  the  Reader. 

their  dayes  in  a  howling  Wildernefs,  than  to  defile 
themfelves  with  Idols.  Learned  Cotton anlwering  the 
greateft  Prelate  then  living,  that  Culmt  non  Inflitutus , 
was  Idolatry. But  becaufe  Some  who  have  been  Pro* 
feflors  have  now  their  eyes  opened,  with  rafting  the 
Hony  of  Preferment,  Gain  and  Security,  and  there¬ 
fore  will  not  take  the  Perfons  before  mentioned  as 
competent  Witnefles  in  the  Cafe ;  I  might  fummon 
in  a  Jury  of  the  ableft  Conformifts  in  former  dayes, 
to  give  in  their  Verdidt,  for  the  Aiaignment  &  Con¬ 
demnation  of  Invented  Worfhip,  In  a  word,allour 
Proteftant  Writers, who  contend  with  the  Papifb,do 
ufe  the  fame  Arguments  againft  their  numerous  Ho- 
ly-dayes,  their  Oyl-Crifme,  their  Holy  water,Mafs, 
&c.  as  we  do  againft  Holy-dayes,  and  other  retained 
Services  and  Ceremonies  :  But  becaufe  I  will  not 
keep  you  too  long  from  the  Banquet  this  Book  pre- 
fents  you  with,  take  only  a  moft  famous  Prophet  of 
their  own,the  Learned  Bilhop  of  Wtnchejler ,  Dr. An¬ 
drews,  in  his  Expoficion  upon  the  Second  Com¬ 
mandment  ;  his  words  are  theft.  “  This  Command - 
ment  "St) Inch  concerns  the  manner  of  IVorjhip,  contains  a 
“  Precept  fet  doTtni  by  Dray  of  Prohibition  in  thefe  TVords, 

<l  NON  FACIES  TIB  l  SCULPTILB  :  The  Santlwn 
“  in  thefe  words, EGO  EN1M  DEUS  THUS  SUM  Z  E- 
“  LOTTPUS.  Shewing  how  they  jhali  be  corrected  that 
(t  will  not  be  directed  by  this  Law. 

“  Concerning  the  Performance  of  this  iVorfnytwo  things 
c<  are  commanded ,  firft,  God  trull  have  M  O  D  U  M 


any  modeler  draught  of  Liturgy,  or  Prayers  whatfoever,  would  be 
thus  pleafing  unto  him  ;  More  particularly,  whether  a  Worfhip,  con¬ 
form  to  the  image  of  fuch  a  Liturgy,  as  we  Hull  now  characterize,  or 
deferibe  (in  part)  would  be  in  any  degree  pleafing  unto  him  ;  as  viz,. 
i,  which  (hall  be  a  rhapfody, medley,  or  confufed  heap  of  a  multitude 
of  ingredients,  heterogeneal,  and  of  oppofit  natures* 

LMollia  cum  duris >  fine  pondcre  habentia  pondtu, 

Things  foft  and  hard,  things  weighty*and  things  light, 

(as  the  Poet  deferibes  the  conftivution  of  the  old  Chaos)  no  more  meet 
to  be  moulded  together  into  the  fame  body  of  an  Evangelical  Worfhip,. 
than  God  under  the  Law  judged  an  Ox  or  an  Afs  to  be  yoked  together 
for  fervice  in  the  fame  plough  ;  as  for  infiance,  Canonicals,  and  Apo~ 
criphals ,  the  heavenly  fayings  of  Chrifi, and  the  fabulous  reports  of To- 
bit,  the  Pfalms  cx£David>  and  the  Song  of  S.  Ambrofe, Magnificat,  and 
Quicmqtic  vult ,  paffages  and  exprefiions,  fome  grave  and  feriocis,  fo- 
lid  and  diftindl;  others,  ludicrous  and  light,  barbarous,  obfeure  and 
truthlefs.  2.  Wherein  the  Prayer-devotion  preferibed,  is,  or  fhall 
be,  ordered  with  that  firange  unfutablenefs  to  the  fimplicity  of  the 
Gofpel,  that  1.  the  Lord’s  Piayer,  which  was  delivered  by  him  with 
a  fpeciai  intent  to  prevent  bictologies,  or  vain  repetitions  in  prayer, 
(Mat.6.7) 8,  9.  compared)  is  itfclf  injoyned  to  be  repeated, over,  and 
over,  and  over,  (and  I  know  not  how  often)  without  any  reafon  given 
(or  cafie  to  be  taken)for  any  one  of  thefe  repetitions  in  their  refpe&ivc 
places ;  this  difpofition  of  it  can  be  refolved  into  no  other  reafon  or 
caufe,  but  the  meer  phanfy  and  will  of  the  Contriver,  who  by  it,feems 
to  have  been  a&ed  by  the  fpirit  of  this  fuperfiition  (  condemned  by 
Ghrifi,  Mat.  6. 7.)  that  men  fhall  be  beard  for  their  much  freaking)  or 
for  the  tale  and  number  of  their  prayers,  only  faid  over  and  repeat¬ 
ed,  Befides,  this  Prayer  is  ordered  to  be  at  the  fame  time  audibly  pro¬ 
nounced  by  all  the  Congregation  and  Minifter  together, in  fome  of  the 
faid  places.  Again,  2.  the  great  body  of  this  Prayer-devotion  is  fo 
ill  handled  (  not  to  mention  the  unfound  conftitution  in  feveral  veins 
and  parts  of  it)  that  it  is  divided  in  funder,  and  fome  parts  of  it  fe¬ 
vered  from  others,  in  feveral  places,  by  Pfalms  and  Songs,  by  Chap¬ 
ters,  and  broken  pieces  of  Chapters.  (  under  the  falfe  titles  of  Epi  files 
and  Goff  els,  whereof  they  are  but  fmall  fnips  or  fhreds)  by  Creeds  or 
Cpnfeihons  of  Faith  thruft in  between  :  and  befides,  it  is  in  fome  pla¬ 
ce-,  chopped  or  minced  into  fmall  pieces  or  particles,  and  a  diftribu- 
tion  of  them  made,  fome  to  the  Minifter  and  fome  to  the  People,  as  if 
the  People  were  to  be  the  mouth  of  the  Minifter  unto  God,  as  well  as 
he  theirs  in  the. publick Aflemblies yea*,  when-  Minifter  and  People 

are. 


•  '  (  3  )  ,  „ 

•re  a&ing  their  parts  in  thefe  drains  of  Prayer  interchangeably  affign- 

ed  unto  them,  there  is  fuch  a  bandying  and  tolling  of  devotions  to 
and  again,  from  one  to  the  other, in  a  giogiing  and  mymmical  manner, 
that  it  much  refembles  the  jolly  fcene  of  afet  of  Ale-infpired  Com¬ 
panions,  dunting  their  drunken  Catcnes  upon  a  bench.  j.  Where 
this  great  body  of  praying-devotion  is  compounded  and  made  up  of 
many  lefTer  bodies  of  prayers,  the  greatest  part  of  which  are  more  in* 
tire  and  didinef  bodies  in  this  kind,  than  the  main  body  or  bulk  ra¬ 
ther,  made  up  of  them  ad,  being  clofed  and  fealed  up  (refpe&ively;) 
with  fo  many  Amens.  Which  is  a  method,  or  manner  of  praying,  no 
wh  ere  recommended  unto  us  in  the  Scriptures  by  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
4.  Where  there  are  appropriate  devotions,  as  Prayers  (under  the  A* 
pocryphal  name  of  Colletts)  Epidles,  Gofpels,  feleA  Chapters,^.. for 
ieveral  dayes  (forced  by  the  unjud  hand  of  humane  powers;  out  of  that 
allowance  of  fix  dayes  in  the  week,  which  God  himfelf  was  pleafed 
to  make  unto  men,  to  provide  themfelves  by  their  honed  labour  of 
things  needful  for  this  prefent  life,  and  dedicated  by  men  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  and  fervice  of  certain  Saints  long  fince  dead)  and  fo  thefe  days, 
though  but  of  humane  confecration,  are  here  made  equal  in  ail  points 
with  the  Lord’s  days  thcmfelves.  y.  Where  the  Service  prefcribed 
and  enjoyned  under  the  fpecious  pretext  of  being  Divine ,  confiding 
of  fhort  pieces  or  Sentences  of  Scriptures,  of  a  Confeffion  of  Sins, 
of  an  Abfolution,  of  the  Lords  Prayer,  repeated,  and  repeated,  and  re¬ 
peated  ;  and  fo  of  the  Doxology  (fo  called)  in  like  manner  repeated, 
over,  and  over,  and  over ;  of  whole  Chapters  for  Leffons,  of  broken 
Chapte  s  for  Epidles  and  Gofpels ;  of  pieces  of  Chapters,  as  Magni¬ 
ficat,  Benedittusy  Nmc  dimittis ,  &C.  (with  the  Song  of  Sc  Ambrofe)  to 
feparate  between  Leflon  and  Leflon  (as  if  there  were  fome  danger,  or 
inconvenience  at  lead,  if  they  fhould  come  too  clofe  together)  of  the 
Ten  Commandments,  with  as  many  Lord  have  mercy  upon  ms ;  of  a 
long  Letany  (fo  called)  of  Ver deles  and  Refponds,  of  Coliedh  and 
Prayers  in  abundance,  fome  for  all  men,  fome  for  Chads  Church  mili¬ 
tant  here  on  Earth,  fome  for  Bifhops,  Padors  and  Curates,  (as  if  thefe 
were  Members  of  the  Church  triumphant)  and  fome  for  fuch  other  oc- 
cadons  as  the  Policy  and  Piety  of  the  Compilers  could  agree  upon) 
and  ladly  of  a  pair  of  Creeds,  the  repeating  of  one  of  which  being 
required  of  the  whole  Congregation,  requireth  the  med  ignorant  and 
prophane  wretch  in  it,  to  profefs  and  fay  that  he  believeth  as  much  (if 
not  more)  as  the  mod  knowing  and  worthied:  Chriftian  ;  yea,  and  that 
he  believeth  that  which  I  believe  no  man  underdandeth  upon  any  good 
grounds  what  it  meaneth,  (I  mean  that  Chrift  defeendei  into  Hell)  the 

B  2  other 


other  impofing  upon  all  men  fuch  a  Faith  as  of  abfolute  neceffity  unto* 
Salvation,  which  the  Scriptures  nowhere  require  upon  fuch  terms, 
of  any  man,  and  which  is  not  found  in  many  found  CkrifUansy  if  in 
any.  Where  (I  fay)  the  Service  enjoyned,  confining  of  all  thefe 
Members  and  Parts  now  mentioned,  muft  needs  be  tedious  and  tire- 
fome  unto  the  People,  fpending  and  wafting  the  beft  and  frefheft  of 
their  attention,  and  fo  indifpofing  them  to  attend  unto  the  preaching 
of  the  Gofpcl,  and  the  words  by  which  they  muft  be  faved  :  as  if  the 
projed  and  defign  of  it  had  been  to  intercept  the  great  Duties  of  prea* 
ching  and  hearing  the  Gofpel  preached,  by  rendring  the  wearied  Mi- 
nifter  lefs  capable  of  the  one,  and  the  wearied  People  lefs  capable 
and  deftrousof  the  other.  Now  then,  I  repeat  from  afar,  and  ask. 
Is  it  not  very  conftderable  (or  rather  indeed  is  it  worth  any  conftdera- 
tion  at  all  ?  )  whether  God  will  be  pleafed  with  a  Worfhip  prefented 
unto  him  in  the  fhape  and  form  of  fuch  a  prodigious  Liturgy  as  that 
which  hath  now  been  deferibed  ?  unlefs  (haply)  men  think  that  a  Wor- 
fhip  made  up  of  various  pieces,  and  thefe  of  different  colours,  ,  is  as 
honourable,  and  fo  as  acceptable  unto  God,  as  Jacob  thought  a  parti¬ 
coloured  Coat  would  be  unto  Jofcpb  his  Son  :  Or  doth  not  the  Liturgy, 
the  lineaments  and  feature  of  which  have  been  prefented,  as  perfe&ly 
referable  the  Common-Prayei>Book,  as  face  anfwereth  face  in  the  wa¬ 
ter  l 

3 .  It  calls  for  fome  confideration  likewife,.  whether  it  be  pofXible 
(in  an  ordinary  way,  or  without  a  piece  of  a  miracle)  for  a  man  or  a 
woman,  to  keep  up  his  heart  fo  much  as  in  a  tolerable  pofture  of  de¬ 
votion,  reverence,  and  attention  unto  fuch  prayers, which  having  been 
fram'd  by  men,  and  thefe  not  of  any  known  excellency  above  their 
neighbours,  are,  in  refpeft  of  their  original,  lefs  conftderable,  and  af¬ 
ter  long  familiarity  more  obnoxious  to  contempt,  efpecially  when  he 
can  (well  nigh)  fay  them  by  roat  beforehand,  and  of  which  he  is  able 
to  fay  (with  him  in  the  Comedy)  Plies  willies  jam  audivi ,  I  have  heard 
them  more  than  a  rhoufand  times  over  already.  The  common  faying 
(verified  by  experience  more  than  enough  )  is,  familiarity  breeds  cqk~ 
tempt  and  negled.  And  God  himfelf  judgeth  it  neceXary  to  confult 
his  Glory*  [  I  mean,  a  religious  awe,  reverence,  and  efteem  of  his 
Counfels  and  Works  from  men]  by  concealing  the  one  and  the  other, 
until  the  time  of  their  bringing  forth,  that  fo  they  may  come  frefti 
and  new  unto  them.  It  is  the  Glory  of  God  to  conceal  a  things  Pro.2y.2. 
And  fpeaking  of  his  Works  ( If  a .  48. 7.)  They  are  created  now>  and  not 
of  eld^  and  even  before  this  then  heardeft  them  not ,  (fo  the  former  Tran- 
flaion)  IcTfriho® fhwld  Btholdylkjtcm  them  *  implying, that  men 

/  ( com- 


(commonly  at  leaft)  lefs  mind  or  regard  the  declaration  of  fuch  things 
unto  them  which  they  knew  before.  And  upon  this  account  (  doubt- 
Jefs)  our  Saviour  ipeaketh  thus  (Mat.  13.52.)  Therefore  every  S crib? 
[i.e,  every  Doddor,  or  Teacher  ]  which  is  inftrutted  unto  [or,  for  ]  the 
Kingdom  of  Hea  ven^  [/.  e .  is  worthily  or  meetly  qualified  for  the  work 
of  tne  Minidry  of  the  Gofpe],  by  which  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is 
promoted  in  the  world]  is  like  unto  a  man  that  ts  an  houjholder ,  which 
bringeth  forth  out  of  his  treajure  things  new  and  old.  Now  an  ability  to 
pray,  being  as  neceffary  an  endowment  for  a  worthy  Minider  of  the 
Gofpel,  as  a  gift  of  preaching,  the  Apoftles  themfelves  (as  it  feeins, 
Att.6.  4.)  giving  it  the  preheminence  in  the  exercife  of  their  Mini- 
dry  :  that  Minider  who  dull  pray  little,  but  only  reade  a  longfome 
beadroll  of  Prayers  long  and  fhort,  ( if  yet  they  may  be  called  Prayer sy 
fomeof  them  being  termed  Coiiecls  ;  the  greater  part  or  number  of 
them  being  imbodied,and  this  body  firnamed  Letany )  a  work, the  per¬ 
formance  whereof  requires  not  the  bed  of  the  abilities  of  an  ordinary 
Schoolboy  of  feven  years  of  age,  and  therefore  very  improper  and  un-- 
comly  for  him  to  beftow  fo  much  time  upon,  whofbouidbe,  yea  and 
who  pretends  to  be  an  AmbafUdor  from  Chrift  unto  the  World,  one 
of  a  thoufand,c^c.  fuch  a  Minider,  I  fay, that  (hall  perform  the  praying 
part  of  his  Minidry  at  fuch  a  defpicable  rate  as  this,  is  not  like  to 
draw  many  into  part  and  feMowfhip  with  him  in  his  worfhip  of  God, 
but  fuch  who  know  not  that  God  whom  they  worfhip,  nor  care  much 
either  to  know  him,  or  how  to  worfhip  him  as  they  ought.  The  igno¬ 
rance, the  propbanenei5,thc  wickednefs,  the  licentious  and  debauched 
lives  of  the  greated  part  of  that  generation,,  both  men  and  women, 
who  are  the  zealous- followers  of  the  Common-Prayer-Book  Minidry 
in  the  Nation,  will  feai  the  truth  of  thefe  faying?  fad  and  fure. 

4.  Neither  is  this  to  be  lightly  paffed  over  by  thofe  that  Band  in' 
any  awe  or  dread  of  the  jealouiie  of  God,  that  the  Liturgy  or  Com¬ 
mon-Prayer  we  fpeak  of,  frndls  rank  of  the  Popifh  Mafs-Book,  being; 
(indeed  fome  flight  interpolations,  or  newfurbufhings,  with  fome  ac¬ 
commodations  to  fecuhr  or  civil  ends  and  purpofes  amongd  us,  only 
excepted)little  elfebut  the  fubdance, matter,?*  contents  of  this  Book*  - 
This  consideration  alone  is  fudicient  to  render  it  the  abhorring  of  theif 
fouls,  that  underdand  any  thing  (almod)  of  the  nature  and  dreadful 
feverity  of  divine  jealoude  ;  as  that  an.y  little  fpark,  not  only  of  right- 
down  or  broad-fac’d  Idolatry,  but  of  any  riffling  dalliance*  or  wanton' 
compliance  with  it,  will  caufe  it  to  fmoke  againft  thofe  that  (hall  pro-* 
voke  it  in  this  kind.  Husbands  that  are  jealous*  are  not  able  to  beas, 
not  only  the  grofs  a&  of  Adultery  in  their  Wives,  bitf  not  fo  much  as* 

any 


any  familiarity  or  correfpondence,  any  light  or  loofe  behaviour  with 
known  Adulterers,  or  perfons  Wrongly  fufpe&ed  of  that  Wickednefs. 
l.incler  the  Law  God  ftii&ly  prohibited  fuch  things  unto  his  People, 
which  were  in  themfelves  lawful  enough,  (though  not  neceffary)  be¬ 
came  they  vvere  obferved  by  their  idolatrousNeighbours.See, read, con¬ 
sider  and  compare  at  leifure,Lmf.  19. 2  7, 28. 8c  21.5,6.  Deu‘t.14.1,2. 
.with  Ifa.15.2.  Jifr.48.37.  &  9. 26.  &  25*23.  5c  49.3 2.  (according  to 
the  import  of  the  Original,  noted  in  the  tnargent  of  your  larger  Bibles, 
at  thefe  three  laB  Texts)  and  Dent.  12.30.  they  are  charged  by  him  not 
to  ask  or  enquire,  How  did  thefe  Nations  [being  idolatrous]  ferve  their 
godsp  that  I  may  do  fo  hfewife  ?  And  in  the  New  TeBament,  QuriB  in- 
liBeth  upon  the  practice  of  the  Gentiles,  as  an  argument  todiflwade 
his  Difciples  from  taking  thought  for  outward  things,  For  after  all  thefe 
thinas  do  the  Gentiles  feck,,  8cc.  (Jbfat.6.12.  Befides,  for  Saints  to  bor¬ 
row  of  a  fu per Bitious ,  wicked  and  idolatrous  Generation,  Enemies 
unto  God,  and  to  all  that  truly  love  and  fear  him,  a  Model  or  Plat¬ 
form  of  Woilhip  to  be  prefented  unto  him,  by  which  they  have  (in 
conjunction  with  other  unhallowed  Artifices)  fupported,  nourilhed, 
and  kept  up  an  AntichriBian  IntereB  for  a  long  time  in  the  World  ; 
when  as  they  [the  Saints]  have  the  manifold  Wifdom  of  God  before 
them  in  the  Scriptures,  and  may  have  his  Spirit  alfo  for  the  asking,  to 
diredt  and  teach  them  how  to  worfhip  and  ferve  him  acceptably,  from 
time  to  time,  muB  needs,  in  the  eye  of  Reafon  it  felf,  be  fpirituajly 
urn  ltural,  and  moB  unbecoming  thole  who  pretend  to  the  high  honour 
and  dignity  of  being  Children  of  Light*  The  ApoBle  Pan/  pleads 
this  twice  together,  by  way  of  bar  to  the  eating  of  things  offered  unto 
Idols,  by  ChriBians  ;  T he  Earth  is  the  Lords ,  and  the  fulnefi  thereof , 
1  C0r.1o.2G28.  The  connexion  of  this  reafon,  with  that  which  tie 
desires  to  per  (wade  unto  by  it,  is  this,  It  is  moB  unworthy  the  Sons  and 
Daughters  of  God,  to  defile  .themfelves  with  eating  the  Devils  meat, 
[that  which  hath  been  facrificed  and  given  unto  him]  whereof  he  hath 
no  great  plenty  ncitner,  whenas  their  Father  is  Lord  and  Owner  of  a 
world  of  Provifions  clean  and  wholefome,  wherewith  they  have  no 
caufe  to  fear  or  doubt  but  that  he  will  fufficiently  fupply  them*  And 
of  thofe  who  did  or  fhould  prefume  to  eat  of  the  Devils  portion,  hede- 
mandeth  argumentatively,  and  with  great  earnefinefs  and  vehemency 
of  fpirit,  thus  :  Do  we  provoke  the  Lord  unto  fealoa fie  ?  [that  is,  to  the 
fierceB  of  his  difpleafure  2gainB  us  j  Art  we  jlrongerthanhe  ?  [meaning 
otheuwife  that  we  are  not  like  to-efcape  the  feverity  of  his  anger,  if  we 
continue  fo  to  provoke  him  |  1Cor.10.22.  Is  it  not  altogether  as  ill 
confifient  with  the  Wifdom,  Honour,  and  Peace  of  Believers  in  thefe 


days  to  be  found  of  that  Worfliip  which  hath  been  devifed,  contrived, 
formed  and  faftiioned  (no  man  knows  by  what  Rule,  nor  by  whofe  Di¬ 
rections)  by  men  judly  given  up  by  God  unto  ftrong  deluftons,  and  to 
believe  r a  that  Lie  of  Lies,  zThef.z+n.  and  to  walk  in  abomi¬ 

nable  Idolatries  (as  ‘Teter  fpeaketh)  whenas  God,  in  and  by  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  and  fupplies  of  his  Spirit,  hath  vonchfafed  unto  them  means 
and  opportunities  in  abundance  to  inable  themfelves  toworfhiphim 
with  a  Worfhippuve  and  clean,  no  ways  charged  or  encumbred  with 
any  fufpicion  or  jealoufie  of  Sarans  interpofure  with  the  lead  of  his 
Fingers  in  the  moulding  and  fuming  of  it. 

That  which  is  commonly  pretended  to  hide  the  bafenefs  of  the  Pa¬ 
rentage  or  Original  of  the  Liturgy  impleaded,  is  but  a  vail  that  is  tran- 
fparent,  and  eafily  feen  thorow,  by  thofe  that  are  willing  to  examine 
it,  and  look  a  little  narrowly  into  it.  For  the  Martyrs,  and  other  pi¬ 
ous  and  learned  men,  in  whofe  weaknefs  the  importune  Commenders 
and  Obtruders  of  this  Liturgy  (our  apocryphal  Lord  Bifhops,with  thofe 
that  are  younger  Brethren  in  the  fame  iniquity  with  them)  do  fo  much 
glory  for  advantage  fake,  as  if  they  were  the  Fathers  or  Compilers  of 
it;  the  truth  is,  they  were  neither  fo,  nor  fo,  unlefs  in  a  diminutive 
fenfc  onely,  and  that  which  is  not  much  condderable  for  their  pur- 
pofe.  And  if  they  bad  been  as  defirous  to  honour  thofe  Martyrs  and 
pious  men  they  fpeak  of,  as  they  are  to  exalt  themfelves,  theyfhould, 
with  the  good  Sons  of  Noahy  have  caft  fome  covering  over  their  naked- 
nefs,  and  not  publifh  it  upon  all  occafions,  as  now  they  do,  unto  the 
world  ;  with  an  intent  to  cover,  or  rather  to  juftifie  their  own  by  it. 
Some,  afterwards  Martyrs, and  other  good  men,  were  (indeed)  the  Au¬ 
thors  of  our  Englifo Liturgy>  as  fuch,  (I  mean  as  Engllfh)  and  (haply) 
as  wanting  many  drains  of  thatgrofs  Superdition,  Error  and  Idolatry 
which  are  found  in  the  Latin  Mafs-Bookj,  and  likewife  as  having  fome 
few  things  of  leffer  moment  added  and  inferted  by  way  of  accommo¬ 
dation  to  the  Civil  State  ;  the  Romlfb  yoke,  as  well  in  Civil  as  Eccle- 
fiadick  affairs,  having  been  newly  caft  of  by  it.  Nor  do  I  doubt  but 
that  much  may  be  pleaded,  and  this  very  Chridiahly,  for  the  juftifica- 
tion  of  thofe  worthy  and  good  men,  in  refpecft  of  the  uprightnefs  of 
their  hearts,  the  honefty  and  dncerity  of  their  intentions  in  the  Work ; 
who  by  a  little  refining  of  the  faid  Popifh  Devotions,  and  by  altering 
the  property  of  the  Language  wherein  they  were  written,  thought  they 
might  make  them  commodious  enough  for  Snglijh  Protedants  :  yea, 
and  (probably)  they  might  fuppofe  that  when  they  brought  the  Service 
of  God  (fuch  as  it  was,  and  they  it  feems  efteemed  it  fuch  as  by  a  little 
purgation  might  be  cleanfed  from  all  the  noyfom  dregsof  Popery, and 


fo  become  lawful)  out  of  an  unknown  Tongue,  into  a  Language  which 
the  People  underwood,  they  had  (in  a  good  fence)  brought  light  out  of 
darky efsy  and  fo  might  be  well  apaid  in  their  Confciences  with  their 
Work.  But  though  it  be  granted  that  they  were  perfons  of  eminent 
worth,  both  for  their  Piety  and  Learning,  yet  (quettionlefs)  they  were 
no  Prophets  ;  or  dfe  the  fpirit  of  Piophecy  failed  them,  in  reference 
to  the  event  and  confequcnce  of  their  Common-Prayer-Book  At- 
chievement.  For  had  they  fo  much  as  once  dreamed  that  this  Book 
would  prove  fuch  a  Root  of  Bitternefs  unto  the  Nation,  as  it  is  too 
well  known  it  hath  been  ;  that  it  would  create  thofe  fad  diBerrpers, 
thofe  divihons,diftra£tions,  tumults,  and  confulions,  whereby  both  fin 
and  forrow  have  been  abundantly  encreafed  amongft  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Land  ;  or  that  it  would  be  an  Engine  in  the  hands  of  men  of  unmer- 
ciful  &  higb-aapofing  Spirits,  wherewith  to  rack  the  Confciences,and 
wreck  the  Comforts,  Liberties,  EBates,  &c.  of  many  thoufands  of 
the  Saints  and$£(g£hildren  of  God  in  the  Nation,  being  at  this  day 
employed,  and  like  to  be  employed  in  thefe  bloody  executions,  (unlefs 
the  Righteoufnefs  of  God  will  pleafe  to  reltrain  the  remainder  of  the 
wrath  of  men.)  Had  (I  fay)  the  good  men  we  fpeak  of,  but  once  drea¬ 
med  of  thofe  prodigies  of  mifehief  whercunto  our  unhappy  Service- 
Book  hath  been  highly  acceflary,  we  may  be  groundedly  confident  that 
they  would  never  have  found  either  heart  or  hand  to  lift  up  toward  the 
promoting  of  it.  Bur  in  them  is  fulfilled  the  latter  part  of  this  old 
Diftich  j  ;  ^  %  ;  rt-: ;  j  v-b  i 

noMcctu  70 i  AokIcov  &ai  irthovibrn cm  : 

K oct  Tg  foaCby  ocya&vfflfeuy  e0HK2  kockov. 

(flood  Fruit  on  bad  Intendments  fometime  grows  • 

And  from  good  meanings  j ometimes  Evil  flows. 

y.  (And  laftly  upon  the  prefent  account)  It  is  not  unworthy  his  con- 
Hderation  whofe  heart  is  firmly  fet  within  him  to  pleafe  God  in  wor¬ 
shipping  him,  that  the  Liturgy  or  Prayer-Book,  into  which  we  are  yet 
enquiring,  is  like  unto  a  Net,  which  feldom  enclofeth  any  good  Fifh, 
but  multitudes  and  great  fholes  of  thofe  that  are  bad.  It  is  fufficiently 
known  that  the  great  body  or  bulk  of  thofe  that  go  wondering  after  it, 
and  can'  favour  no  other  kind  or  manner  of  Worfhip  (at  leaft  none 
comparatively)but  that  which  the  tradition  of  this  Book  teacheth  them, 
are  (more  generally)  men  and  women  of  one  or  more  of  thefe  fad  cha- 
r afters,  ignorant,  prophane,  fuperftiious,  time-fervers,  fearful,  un¬ 
believing,  haters  of  thofe  that  are  good,  Drunkards,  Adulterers,  Ex¬ 
tortioners, 


(p) 

tortioners,  Covetous,  &c.  And  though  the  proportion  of  one  of  a  City , 
and  two  of  a  Tribey  of  perfons  of  Conference,  and  truly  fearing  God, 
at  whofc  Judgements  and  Confciences  the  Convidions  of  the  Unlaw- 
fuinefsof  that  Worftfip  are  not  yet  arrived,  may  be  found  in  that 
Crowd  ;  yet  it  is  hardly  credible  that  fuch  as  thefe  fhould  at  any  time 
partake  in  it  with  any  great  contentment,  or  good  apayment  of  Soul. 
Perfons  of  crazy  and  ili-aboding  Confciences,  efpecialJy,  if  they  be 
as  well  outwardly  as  inwardly  obnoxious,  are  therefore  (in  all  likeli¬ 
hood)  fo  impotently  devoted  to  the  Book  and  Prayers  we  fpeak  of,  be- 
caufe  thefe  take  pity  on  them,  and  intrcat  them  gently  ;  according  to 
the  common  faying,  Mijfa  non  mordet,  THE  MASS  BITES  NOT  :  It 
is  not  like  unto  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  mouth  of  his  able,  faithful 
and  zealous  Miniftcrs,of  a  fearching,cxpoftulat.ing,  convincing, fharp- 
ly-reproving  nature ;  the  found  of  it  is  not  like  that  of  Thunder,  to  a- 
waken  or  terrific  men,  but  as  the  noife  which  a  foft  and,  gentle  ftream 
makes  among  Pebble  Stones,  which  difpofeth  unto  fleep. 

Now  amongft  many  Arguments  which  war  ftrongly  againft  the 
faid  Book  and  WGrfhip  dictated  therein,  this  (methmks)  fhould  do 
t’norow  execution  upon  the  Judgements  and  Confciences  of  thofe  that 
arefpiritually-minded,  and  make  treafure  of  the  Love  of  God,  viz,* 
That  they  that  are  fo  zealoufly  addi&ed  unto  them,  even  to  the  hatred 
and  perfection  of  thofe  that  in  theufe  of  them  cannot  fay  Amen  with 
them,  are  more  generally,  if  not  univerfally,  perfons  much  eftranged 
from  the  life  of  God,  and  affectionate  lovers  of  this  prefent  world. 
For  it  is  no  light  prefumption  of  the  Carnality  of  a  Worfhip,  and  that 
it  is  fuch  as  pleafeth  not  God,  when  it  fo  pleafeth  his  Enemies,  (for 
fuch  arc  all  thofe  that  live  not  in  fubje&ion  to  his  Laws,  L^.19.27. 
Rom.$*7-)  and  withal,  is  of  an  uncouth  aud  horrid  tafte unto  thofe  that 
love  him  and  keef  his  Commandments .  It  is  a  fign  of  the  voice  of  a  ftran- 
oer  and  not  of  Chrift,  when  the  Sheep  of  Chrift  do  not  hear  it,but  flee 
from  it,  John  10.4,7,27.  And  the  reafoning  of  this  Apoflle  Joh.^. 
c  )  about  matter  of  Do&rine,  is  asdemonftrative  in  the  cafe  of  Wor- 
fhip  now  before  us :  They  are  of  the  World  [i.  e.  Teachers  ot  whom  I 
admonifh  you  that  you  take  heed,  are  of  the  fam t genua  with  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  men  in  the  world,  who  love  Eafe,  Pleasure  Riches,  Ho¬ 
nour,  therefore  Jpeakthey  of  the  World,  or  U'lS  out  of,  or 

from’the  world  j  [that  is,  they  enquire  and  obfeive  how  matters  go  in 
the  world,  that  fo  they  may  know  how  to  promote  their  worldly  Inte- 
reft  and  accordingly  they  frame  their  Do&rines  and  Teachings :]  And 
the  World  heareth  them  ;  [that  is,  perfons  worldly-minded  fall  in  readi¬ 
ly  and ‘needily  with  them,  their  Doarine  fo  well  fuiting  their  Prin- 
;  0  -  ,  C  ciples, 


(  1°  ) 

ciples,Difpo(itions  and  Defires.]  So  when  a  Form  or  Method  of  Wor* 
fhip  (for  there  is  the  fame  reafon  of  Worfhip  and  Doctrine,  as  to  the 
confederation  in  hand,  as  was  lately  hinted)  {hall  generally  court  and 
comport  with  the  Humours,  Fancies,  and  Confciences  (fuch  as  they 
are)  of  loofe,  ignorant,  fuperftitious  and  earthly-minded-men,  it  is  an 
argument  concluding  above  all  peradventure  ,  that  the  complexion, 
frame  and  conftitution  of  it  anfwereth  th z  genius,  temper,  and  fpirit  of 
thefc  men,  much  like  as  (in  Solomon's  refemblance)  face  anfwereth  to 
face  in  the  water.  That  manner  or  kind  of  Worfhip  which  God  feek- 
eth  and  delighteth  in,  is  not  like  to  rcllifh  with  the  corrupt  tafle  of 
feniuai  and  carnal  men,  any  whit  better  then  Paul's  preaching  did  lv 
TO?*  kwm*Shvp£vWy  amongst  thofe  that  were  /o/?,[ or  rather  perifhing ,  that 
is,  in  imminent  danger  of  being  lob]  to  whom  it  was  the  favour  of  death 
unto  death ,  (2  CV.2.16.)  that  is,  it  filled  their  Confciences  ever  and 
anon  with  ftrong  refentments  of  the  wrath  of  God  coming  out  againft 
them  like  an  armed  man,  to  deftroy  them  for  their  fins.  It  is  recorded 
of  Antiflhenes ,  that  when  the  unworthy  multitude,  contrary  to  their 
wonted  manner  of  dealing  by  vertuous  and  worthy  men,  commended 
him,  he  expreffed  himfelf  in  this  queftion,  gmWoc?  Alas9 

what  evil  have  I  done  l  If  the  Common-Prayer- Book  did  no  evil,  we 
may  very  reafonably  judge,  that  the  great  hoft  of  the  prefent  Pxofc- 
lytes  and  Admirers  of  it,  would  leave  it  as  folitary  as  a  Beacon  on  an 
hill.  And  it  was  the  right  faying  of  another,  LRelli  argumentum.  eft , 
pejftmte  difplicere  •  it  is  no  light  argument  of  the  goodnels  whether  of  a 
perfon  or  thing, when  thofe  that  are  very  bad  are  difpleafed  with  either. 
Nero's  hatred  of  the  Gofpel,  was  by  ancient  Chrifiians  confirued  as  a 
tefiimony  of  the  excellency  and  worth  of  it.  Certainly  the  right  and 
approved  Worfhip,  ov  way  of  worfhiping  God  ,  will  never  make  glad 
the  hearts  of  fuch  a  Generation  of  men  as  now  rejoyce  in,  and  glory 
over  the  Book  of  Common-Prayer.  But 

Though  thefe  general  confederations  relating  onely  to  the  mat¬ 
ter  and  form,  or  fubfiance  of  this  Book  (unto  which  many  others  of  a 
more  particular  import,  and  drawn  from  the  unmeet  expreflions  and  - 
g&ffages  in  it,  which  are  very  numerous,  might  be  added  upon  the 
fame  account)  are  too  confiderable  and  weighty  to  be  eafily  removed 
off  the  judgements  and  Confciences  of  ferious  and  confidering-men  ; 
yet  the  little  finger  of  the  impofition  of  it,  and  of  the  Wovfihip  (fo 
called)  dire&ed  and  held  forth  in  it,  is  by  many  degrees  heavier  then 
theloynsof  a  thoufand  fuch  confutations,  and  of  a  more  tremend 
afpedf  in  the  eye  of.  every  Confcience  that  is  enlightened  ,  ducly 
mi  clearly  to  apprehend  the  nature,  and  confequence  of  it.  For  fup- 

pofe 


pofe  the  property  of  the  Book  (hould  be  fo  far  altered,  that  whereas  it 
is  now  like  the  politick  Body  of  th zjewifh  State  in  Ifaiah'sd ays ;  The 
whole  head  is  fick i,  and  the  whole  heart  faint  i  from  the  foal  of  the  foot  even 
unto  the  head,  there  is  no  foundncfs  in  it,  hut  wounds ,  and  hruifes,  and  pu~ 
trifying  [ores  (Ifafi.5>6*)  Suppofe  (I  fay)  it  fhould  be  fo  far  altered 
from  the  prefent  deformity  and  deplorable  condition  of  it,  as  to  be¬ 
come  as  praife- worthy  for  Beauty  as  Ahfalom ,  of  whom  it  is  faid, that 
from  the  foal  of  his  foot  even  to  the  crown  of  his  head  there  was  no  hlemifh 
in  him,  (2  Srfw.14.2y.)  and  thata  general  Council  of  Eledl  Angels 
fhould  affemble  to  reform  and  amend  it,  and  fhould  make  all  the 
crooked  things  in  it  ftraight,  and  all  the  rough  things  in  it  fmooth,  yet 
would  not  this  Angelical  purity  and  perfe&ion  of  it,  (wherein  its  Ad¬ 
mirers  might  in  this  cafe  fafely  glory)  juftifie  either  the  Impolition  of 
it  from  imperious  Blafphemy,  or  the  uie  of  it  in  worlhipping  God, as, 
or  becaufe  impofed,  from  bafe  and  wretched  Idolatry. 

This  is  demonftrable  from  this  clear  and  pregnant  ground,  attefted 
both  by  the  Scriptures,  and  by  the  Light  of  Nature,  or  found  Princi¬ 
ples  of  Reafon,  confonant  to  the  Scriptures  :  It  is  as  well  or  as  much  the 
incommunicable  Privi  ledge  or  Prerogative  of  God,  to  preferile ,  appoint j 
and  command  his  own  fVerfhip ,  as  to  he  worjhipped  ;  [I  mean  as  to  be  wor- 
fhipped  in  his  Divine  or  God-lihf  Capacity.']  This  being  a  Truth,  (as  we 
ftiall  prefently,God  allifting,  evince  it  to  be)  it  undeniably, by  a  near¬ 
hand  confequence,  and  whereof  every  man  is  or  foon  may  be  capable, 
followeth  : 

1.  That  he  that  fhall  authoritatively,  under  any  penalty  to  be  in- 
fli&ed  on  thofe  that  fhall  not  obey,  command  any  Form,  Model,  Me¬ 
thod  or  manner  of  Divine  Worlhip,  to  be  obferved  by  men,  maketh 
himfelf  God,  or  equal  unto  God,  obtrudeth  himfelf  as  God,  or  in 
Gods  Bead  upon  men,  claiming, affuming,  and  ufurping  fuch  a  power, 
which  is  a  branch  of  the  appropriate  and  incommunicable  prerogative 
of  God.  Even  as  he  that  claimeth  and  exercifeth  Regalia,  fuch  Pow¬ 
er  and  Authority,  which  are  the  appropriate  Rights  of  Kings,  maketh 
himfelf  a  King,  and  faith  (in  effedf,  and  in  a  more  fignificantexpref- 
fion  then  the  plaineft  words  that  way  would  amount  unto)  I  am  a  King. 
In  like  manner  whoever  afteth  or  exercifeth  any  of  thofe  Divine 
Rights,  Authorities,  or  Powers,  which  areinfeparably  annexed  to  the 
Throne  of  Heaven,  and  fo  declared  and  aflerted  by  him  that  iitteth 
thereon ;  though  in  words  he  fhould  deny  it, yet  in  deeds,  which  fpeak 
loudeft,  he  profeffeth  and  faith,  I  am  God.  It  is  like  that  they  who 
Rumble  at  this  Rone,  may  think  they  walk  inoffenlively  in  their  way  j 
xnd  (probably)  intend  no  fuch  thing  as  an  arrogation  of  Divinity  unto 
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themfelvesin  what  they  do:  But  this  is  common  to  the  greateft  Of¬ 
fenders  of  all,  not  to  intend  the  formality, but  onely  the  matter  of  their 
wicked  a&ions ;  to  intend  onely  the  Text,  not  the  interpretation  of 
their  fins:  The  grofleft  Idolater  that  is,  doth  not  intend  to  commit  the 
fin  of  Idolatry  ;  but  he  intends  the  doing  of  that,  which  being  truly 
interpreted,  is  the  committing  of  the  fin  of  Idolatry.  There  is  the 
like  confederation  of  the  Blaiphemer,  of  the  Perfecutor  of  the  Saints, 
and  of  many  other  moft  enormous  Tranfgreflors  :  And  thus  it  is  like  to 
be  with  thofe  who  count  it  a  goodly  thing  to  fay  with  the  King  of  Babel 
of  old,  We  will  afeend  above  the  heights  of  the  C loads ,  W E  WILL  BE 
LIKE  UNTO  THE  MOST  HIGH,  (Ifa.14.14.)  We  will 
give  Laws  to  the  Judgements  and  Conferences  of  Men,  as  well  as  He  : 
It  is  like  (I  fay)  that  though  they  fpcak  thus  in  their  a&ions,  yet  they 
do  not  intend  to  make  themfelves  Corrivals  in  Authority  and  Power 
with  God,  or  to  fuperfede  and  make  void  his  Laws  concerning  his 
Worfhip,  with  devotional  Laws  and  Statutes  of  their  own.  From  the. 
faid  ground  it  clearly  alfo  followeth  : 

2.  That  whofoever  fhall  accept  of,  fubmit  unto,  or  worfhip  God 
with,  any  fuch  Worihip,  or  form  of  Worfhip,  which  is  preferibed,, 
impofed,  and  commanded  by  men  (  efpecially  if  he  fhall  fubmit  unto 
it,  as,  or  becaufethus  commanded  )  committeth  fpiritual  whordom,, 
and  bringeth  the  heavy  guilt  of  the  fin  of  Idolatry  upon  his  foul  (  be^- 
fides  the  firengthening  the  hand  of  the  impofer  in  a  very  finful  way) 
The  reafon  hereof,  upon  the  former  ground,  is  plain  :  namely,  becaufe 
he  exhibited)  that  honour,  reverence,  and  homage  unto*  a  creature,,, 
which  are  due  unto  God  alone,  and  (  as  it  were  )  turns  creature  unto 
him  that  is  no  God,  unlefs  a  God  may  be  made  of  duft  and  afhes.  For 
if  it  be  the  Prerogative  of  God  to  appoint  and  command  his  own  wor— 
fhip,  they  who  approve  and  juftifie  men  atfuming  and  exercifing  this 
Prerogative,  entertain  the  creature  with  divine  reverence  and  honour, 
faying  (  conftru&ively,  and  in  effect)  unto  it,  Thou  art  God,  or,  I 
acknowledge  and  own  thee  for  my  God.  Perfons  of  this  Chara&er  are 
all  thofe,  who  pra&ife  the  Worfhip  commanded  by  men,  upon  the  ac¬ 
count,  or  becaufe  of  their  command;  whether  they  do  it  willingly, 
I.mean,  before,  or  without  any  outward  violence,  or  compulfion  ;  or 
whether  they  do  it  upon  fufferings,or  through  fear  of  fuffering  ;  though 
the  fin  feems  to  be  much  greater  in  the  former  cafe.  Ephraimia  oppref* 
fed)  and  broken  inj udgment,  becaafe  he  WILLING  LT  [thatisf 
readily,  and  with  forwardnefs  of  compliance,  without  asking  any  que- 
fiion  for  confcience  fake]  walks d  after  the  commandment  [meaning 
after  the  idolatrous  commandment  of  their  King  Jeroboam ,  fccondcd 
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ani enforced  by  all  his  fucccffors.  j  Hof.  y.  p.  He  that  liveth  under 
the  Authoiity  and  Government  of  a  lawful  King  over  him,  and  fhall 
fubjedl  himfelf  unto  the  commands  of  another, commanding  him  as  his 
King,  or  fuch  things,  which  his  King  only  hath,  by  the  Laws,  a  right 
of  Authority  and  Power  to  command  him,  renounceth  his  Allegiance 
unto  his  own  Prince,  and  becomes  a  Traitor  to  his  Crown  and  Dig¬ 
nity. 

3.  From  the  ground  aforefaid,  it  followeth  yet  further,  that  fuch 
perfons  who  do  obey  the  Commands  of  their  Princes,  or  other  Magi- 
flrates,  wherein  they  enjoyn  them  any  form,  method,  or  manner  of  di¬ 
vine  Woifhip,  are  in  fuch  their  obedience,  their  greated  enemies, 
thereby  expoling  them  to  the  ftroke  of  the  jeaioude,  and  high  difplea- 
fureofGod.  The  reafon  of  this  confequence  is,  becaufe  tomake  an 
Idol  of  any  creature,  or  to  fet  up  any,  whether  thing  orpsrfon,  in  com¬ 
petition  with  God,  and  to  afcribe  divine  honour  unto  it,  rendreth  it 
the  objed  of  his  fevere  wrath  and  jealoufie.  The  Scripture  is  abun¬ 
dantly  pregnant  with  tedimony  of  this  truth,  as  well  in  the  cafe  of  per¬ 
fons  as  of  things.  The  People  afcribing  divine  honour  unto  Herod ,  in 
giving  a  fhout  in  applaufe  of  his  Oration,  The  voice  of  God  and  not  of 
many  brought  fuddain  ddiruclion  upon  him,  and  this  in  a  mod  loath- 
fo  m  and  grievous  manner :  And  immediately  (  faith  the  text  )  the  An - 
gel. of  the  Lord  J mote  him ,  becaufe  he  gave  not  God  the  glory  [whereby  he 
might  indeed  have  prevented  the  judgment]  and  he  was  eaten  of  worms , . 
and  gave  up  the  ghofty  Adts  12.  22,  23.  So  dangerous  a  thing  it  is  for 
Princes,  and  Great  men  to  accept  of  divine  honour,  when  it  is  cad  up¬ 
on  them  :  how  much  more  when  they  fhail  themfelves  compel  men  by 
threatning  Laws  and  Edidds,  to  afcribe  it  unto  them  (as  all  they 
*  do, who  by  fevere  muldh  and  penalties  condrain  men  to  wo r /hip  God, 
not  as  he  pleafeth,or  commandeth,  but  as  they  pleafe  themfelves. )  It 
was  not  (imply  Jeroboams  Idolatry,  nor  yet  his  Edidt  or  Command  unto 
the  People,  to  wordiip  his  Idol-Calves>  but  it  was  the  compliance  of 
his  People  with  this  Command,  that  occafioned  his  ruine,  and  the 
rooting  out  of  his  Houfe  and  Pofterity  (  as  it  did  like  wife  occalton  the 
like  mifery  to  all  his  Succeffors  ;  yea,  and  the  uttev  ruine  of  his 
whole  State  and  Kingdom  in  afhorttime)  This  is  clear  from  the  ex- 
prefs  tenor  of  the  context,  iKing.  1 2.  30.  compared  with  verf.  34. 
of  the  following  Chapter*  In  the  former  place  we  read  thus  :  And  this 
thing  [namely,  Jeroboam's  up  his  two  Calves,  verf.  28,  29.  ] 

became  a  fin ;  or,  turned  to  fin  (as  our  former  tranflation  had  it)  mean¬ 
ing,  that  in  time,  and  this  not  very  long  neither  >  it  became  fin  to  the 
boufe  of  Jeroboam ,  even  to  cut  it  offy  and  to  defixoy  it  from  off  the  face  of  the 

earth. 
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earth.  It  was  a  fin  limply,  yea,  a  very  great  fin, as  foon  as  it  was  adled : 
that  is, the  fettitig  up  of  the  Calves,  and  the  prelfmg  of  the  People  to 
worfhip  them,  was  a  great  fin  in  Jeroboam^,  :.y  tfoever  the  confequence 
of  it  had  been,  or  whether  the  People  had  worfhipped  them  or  no,  or 
though,  himfelf  repenting  of  it,  it  had  not  been  his  ruine.  But  it  did 
not  BECOME  a  fin  of  that  fad  confequence,  as  to  be  deftrudlive 
to  Jeroboam  and  his  houfe,  but  by  means  of  the  Peoples  compliance 
with  him  in  it,  as  is  manifeft  from  the  former  place,  where  this  (in  the 
latter  part  of  the  verfe  )  is  rendred  as  a  reafon,  or  an  account, .why  and 
how  Jeroboams  ad  in  Petting  up  the  Calves,  and  cauling  the  People  to 
worfhip  them,  became  a  fm  of  that  heavy  confequence  unto  him,  viz,. 
that  the  People  (generally)  approved  and  pra&i  fed  that  vvorlhipv 
And  this  became  a  fin  r  for  the  People  went  to  worfhipy  before  the  oney  even 
unto  Dauy  or,  as  far  as  Dan  ;  [  implying  it  feems,  that  the  King  him¬ 
felf,  and  his  Nobles*  and  Attendants,  worfhipped  before  the  other, 
which  was  let  up  in  Bethely  the  Kings  Court  or  Chappel  being  here, 
Amos  7.  13.  Or  elfe  it  may  import  the  great  zeal  and  forwardnefs  of 
the  People  in  comporting  with  their  King  in  his  Idolatrous  Worfhip, 
and  that  even  thofe  of  them  that  dwelt  in  Bethely  and  in  places  near  to 
it,  would  needs  travel  as  far  as  Dany  which  was  at  the  furtheft  diftance 
from  Bethel  the  Land  would  afford,  to  worfhip  before  the  Calf  fet  up 
there,  that  in  Bethel  not  being  prepared  and  fitted  for  fuch  Devotion 
till  fome  while  after,  as  may  be  gathered  from  verf.  32,33.]  From 
which  paffages  compared,  it  plainly  appears  that  had  not  the  People 
obeyed  him  in  his  idolatrous  device,  it  might  have  been  a  lengthning 
out  of  his  Tranquillity,  and  his  Pofterity  after  him  might  have  fat  up¬ 
on  his  Throne  :  Yea,  and  (probably)  it  might  through  the  Blelfing  of 
God,  have  proved  a  means  or  occafion  of  his  Repentance.  It  is  not 
unlike  but  that  Jeroboam  s  Priefts,  rnide  of  the  bafeft  of  the  People,  ha¬ 
ving  once  tailed  of  the  Kings  Favour  and  bountiful  Allowance  fettled 
upon  their  Priefthood,  ftrengthned  his  hand  all  they  could,  in  his  Ido¬ 
latrous  Worfhip,  bewitching  him  with  this,  or  fome  luch  lying  and 
dangerous  notion  as  this  ;  Calves ,  no  King  ;  (even  as  thofe  who 

are  known  by  the  Name  of  Bifhops,but  not  by  the  properties  or  works 
of  Bifhops  indeed,  being  advanced  unto  large  Revenues  and  much 
worldly  Pomp  and  Power  by  Chriftian  Kings,  are  very  folicitous  and 
careful  to  nouiifh  this  prepofterous  and  importune  conceit  in  them  up¬ 
on  all  occahons,  Bifhopy  no  King )  But  as  unto  Jeroboamy  Calves  and 
no  Kingy  had  been  the  more  prudential  and  fafe  Maxime  of  State  ;  not 
the  want  or  pulling  down  of  his  Calves,  but  the  fetting  of  them  up, 
being  the  true  and  realcaufe  (as  we  lately  heard  from  the  Records  of 
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the  holy  Ghoft  himfelf )  why  after  a  fhort  time  he  was  no  King,  nor  a- 
nyof  his  houfe  long  after  him  :  So  is  it  more  then  conjeCfure,  that 
BISHOPS,  AND  NO  KING,  would  make  the  far  better  Article  in 
the  Politick  Creed  of  Chriflian  Kings, and  more  worthy  to  be  believed 
than  the  contrary,  TJoBlfhop,  no  King.  But  this  by  the  way.  It  hath 
been  (hewed  from  the  Scriptures,  that  to  idolize  a  Perion,  or  to  afcribe 
Divine  Honour  unto  any  man,  either  direCtly  (as  the  People  did  unto  - 
Herod.)  or  indireCVly,  (as  the  Ten  Tribes  did  unto  Jeroboam  their  King, , 
in  accepting  that  way  of  wonhipping  God,  which  he  preferibed  unto 
them)  is  to  awaken  the  eye  of  Divine  Jealoulie  upon  him,  uniefs  he 
refufeth  or  difclaimeth  it  when  it  is  tender’d  unto  him  :  which  though 
Angels  and  holy  Men  have  always  done,  yet  it  hath  not  been  the  wif- 
dom  or  manner  of  Kings  and  Great  Men  in  the  World  fo  to  do.  Jacob 
(we  know)  loved  his  Wife  Rachel  very  tenderly  and  affectionately  ; 
yet  when  fhe  required  of  him  that  which  was  proper  onely  unto  God 
to  give,  and  fo  reflected  Divine  Honour  upon  him,  [Give  me  Children 
orelfe  Idle]  he  being  (as  it  feems)  fuddenly  (truck  with  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  the  danger  which  fuch  a  faying  might  expofe  him  unto, reprover  h 
her  (harply  for  her  inconflderatenel's  therein  ;  but  withal,  amandeth 
and  difpatcheth  away  that  Divine  Honour  which  was  put  upon  him,un- 
to  him  who  was  the  right  owner  of  it  :  $Aml  (faith  he)  in  Jods ftead  ? 
&c.  Gen.  10. 1,2. 

And  as  they  who  comply  with  Kings  and  Rulers  in  their  Commands 
concerning.Forms  of  Worfhip  of  humane  device,  are  in  fuch  their 
complyance  great  Enemies  unto  them ;  foon  the  other  hand,  they  who 
chufe  rather  to  abide  the  bitterefl  blafl  of  their  difpleafure,  then  to  - 
pleafe  them  with  conforming  themfelvesto  their  wills  and  pleafures  in 
fuch  cafes,  are  in  thisdetreCiation  of  their  Obedience  unto  them, their 
real  Friends.  Thus  Daniel ,  notwithflanding  his  refufal  to  obey  the  De¬ 
cree  of  King2>4r/W,  being  unlawful,  faid  unto  him,  ^Aljo  unto  thee, 
(or  againft  thee)  O  King  have  I  done  no  hurt,  Dan.  6.22..:  In  which 
words  he  feems  as  well  to  imply  that  they  who  had  obeyed  him  in  that 
his  Decree,  had  been  unfaithful  unto  him,  had  call  a  fnare  upon  him, 
and  done  him  harm  ;  as  to  aflert  his  own  integrity  and  goodnels  of 
heart  towards  him  :  And  that  the  holy  man  was  fo  far  from  doing  any* 
hurt  to  the  King  by  changing  his  Command,  that  he  did  him  much  good 
by  it,  appears  by  the  fequel  of  the  Chapter,  where  we  find  hi  r,  by 
means  hereof,  enlightned  with  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God,'  and 
giving  a  full  teflimony  to  his  excellent  Greatnefs  and  Power,  and  re¬ 
commending  his  Worfhip  and  Service  unto  all  his  Dominions, verf. 

27.  Of  like  happy  confequence  unto  King  Nebuchadnezzar,  was  the 

like,... 
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like  difobedienceof  thofe  three  taithtul  Servants  of  God  and  the  King, 
Shadr^chy  Me(hacby  and  Abednegoy  in  refuting  to  fubmit  to  his  Com¬ 
mand  about  the  worfhipping  of  nis  Golden  Image,  Dan. 3.28,25). 

Again,  That  other  Creatures,  whether  animate  or  inanimate,  by 
being  contrived  or  converted  into  Idols,  or  vefted  with  any  honour 
appropriate  unto  God,  are  hereby  prepared  for  the  fvvifter  defiru&ion, 
byreafonof  the  Jealoutie  of  God,  the  Scriptures  tetiifie  yet  more  a- 
bundantly.  Notvvithftanding  I  fhali  not  inti  (I  upon  this  at  prefent, 
but  mention  one  place  onely,  and  point  at  others  :  And  the  ftrong  (hall 
be  <u  tow 7  [that  is,  the  Idols,  though  made  of  never  fo  llrong  and  dura¬ 
ble  materials,  as  Iron,  Brafs,  Stone,  Silver,  Gold,  &c.  or  rather 
Strong ,  that  is,  the  Idols  in  which  you  put  your  confidence,  fuppoting 
them  to  be  firong  and  able  to  protect  you  againft  all  dangers,  (Trail  be 
as  the  moft  light  and  combufiiblc  matter,  not  able  to  make  the  leal!  re¬ 
finance  againli  the  fire,  when  it  is  put  to  it]  and  the  LMaker  of  it  a*  a 
Jpxt'k.)  [that  is,  they  that  made  them  Idols,  by  this  very  contrivance  of 
them,  fhali  be  the  means  or  occation  of  their  breaking  to  pieces,  their 
defacement,  or  (lamping  to  powder :  even  as  they  that  make  Idols  of 
men,  as  was  lately  fhe wed,  do  hereby  occation,  and  haften  their  ruine] 
and  the) fhali  both  burn  together ,  [Idol,  and  Idol-maker,  (hall  be  defiroy- 
ed  together,  i.  e.  as  well  one,  as  the  other]  and  none  jhall quench  them  : 
[that  is,  they  fhali  certainly  per i fh ,  what  means  foever  lhall  be  made 
to  preferve,the  one  or  the  other]  IJa.  1.3 1.  See  more  of  this  Truth, 

2  King.  18.4.  Exod.$ 2.20.  2  King.2.3. 4>y,d,^.  2  Chron.i  y.16.  Jer . 
10. 1 1.  Ifa. 2.18.  Jer. 50. 2.  £^^.6.4, 6 ,8,1 1,12.  30. 13.  with  others. 

4.  From  the  aforefaid  Principle  or  Ground  it  followeth  likewife. 
That  in  cafe  the  greateti:  and  mod  lawful  Authority  among!!  men, 
fhould  under  any  civil  penalty,  or  o  herwile,  impofe  upon  thole  under 
them,  that  very  Worfhip, manner, or  kind  of  Woifhip, which  God  him- 
1  elf,  either  in  his  Word,  or  by  the  Law  01  Light  of  Nature,  hath  im- 
pofed  on  them ;  although  this  impotidon  of  it  by  men  doth  not  render 
it  unlawful,  nor  yet  diflolve  the  neceflity  of  performing  it,  which  the 
Law  of  God  impofetb  on  them  :  yet,  if  waving  the  Commandment  of 
God  in  the  cafe,  they  Thai!  perform  it  meeily  upon,  and  out  of  refpedl 
of  the  Commandment  of  men  ;  and  upon  fuch  terms  that  they  would 
not  pra&ife  or  perform  it,  did  not  their  Superiours  on  Earth  command 
it:  fuch  a  performance  as  this,  even  of  the  pureft  Worfhip  that  is, 
other  wife,  would  be  idolatrous  and  unlawful  :  although  this  Worfhip, 
contidered  in  itfelf,or  (in  the  School-exprefiion)  in  atfu  Jignato, would 
(fill  be  the  pure  and  true  Worfhip  of  God.  The  reafon  of  this  confe- 
quence  from  the  premifes  is,  bccaufe  if  it  be  the  Prerogative  or  proper 
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Right  of  God  to  command  his  ownWorftiip,  they  who  fhall  rejed 
oi  ditown  him  in  the  claim  hereof,  and  entertain  or  fubmit  unto  any 
Creature  claiming  it,  is  like  a  Woman  that  admittetha  Granger  into 
her  husbands  Bed,  (butting  him  out  of  his  own  doors. 

y.  (And  laftly,  for  matter  of  conlequence)  This  conclufion  alfo 
fpiingeth  naturally  from  the  fame  root  with  the  former  :  That  not  to 
accept  or  fubmit  unto  any  Form  or  Model  of  Divine  Worfhip,  which 
hath  been  contrived  and  fram’d  by  men,  can  be  no  difobedience  to  any 
Law,  truly  fo  called,  in  any  politick  State,  Kingdom,  or  Common¬ 
wealth  whatfoever.  The  reafon  of  this  confequence  is  pregnant  and 
clear  *  namely,  Becauie  there  is,  there  can  be  no  Law,  truly  and  real¬ 
ly  fuch  (I  mean  which  hath  the  nature,  effence,  and  binding  force  of  a 
Law  indeed)  that  requireth  any  thing  of  men,  which  is  made  or  de¬ 
clared  linful  or  unlawful  by  a  fupeviour  Law.  Any  Ad,  Sandion,  De¬ 
cree  Law,  Statute  or  Conftitiition,  which  enjoyneth  or  impofeth  any 
thina  contrary  either  to  the  Law  or  Mind  of  God  in  the  Scriptures,  or 
to  the  Law  of  Nature,  or  Light  of  Reafon,  by  what  Authority  foever 
it  be  enaded,  becomes  void  and  null  as  foon  as  made,  being  like  unto 
a  Child  that  is  ftill  born.  Nor  is  this  any  ways  repugnanc  to  the  Law 
of  this  Nation  ;  theeflfed  and  fubflance  of  the  notion  being  (as  I  un- 
derftandj  the  acknowledged  fence  of  fome  of  the  greatest  Lawyers 
themfelves,  and  will  not  (I  prefume)  be  denied  by  any  that  underhand 
themfelves  like  men  in  their  Profeffion.  Yea,  the  Grand  Debater  him- 
felf  (though  a  man  of  as  high  an  impofing-fpiric  as  Epilcopal  Zeal  can 
lightly  make  him)  acknowledged  as  much,  in  faying,  *TA  true,  a  Supe- 
rwftr  cannot  command  a  thing  unlawful ;  Grand  Debate,  pag,6 2.  His 
meanin47  can  be  no  other,  but  that  when  he  doth  command  any  fuch 
thin47,  his  Command  is  null,  and  not  obliging  :  However,  that  Cafe  is 
plain  enough.  Certain  it  is,  that  all  Authority  and  Right  of  Power,  is 
Ori°inally  vefted  in  God  himfelf ;  and  confequently,  that  whatever 
Authority  is  feated  in  any  Creature,  one  or  more,  they  have  it  by  deri¬ 
vation  and  gift  from  him,  according  to  the  Apodles  Dodrine,  Rom . 
13. 1.  Again,  As  certain  it  is,  that  God  giveth  no  Authority  or  Right 
of  Power  unto  any  man,  or  numbers  of  men  whatfoever,  again!!  him¬ 
felf.  Therefore  no  Ad  or  Law  (fo  called)  whatfoever,  that  is  made 
with  repugnancy  to  his  Intereftof  Authority,  or  Soveraignty  of  com¬ 
manding,0  hath  the  nature  or  force  of  a  Law ;  the  Makers  of  it,  who¬ 
ever  they  be,  having  received  no  Authority  from  God  to  make  any 
fuch  :  but  on  the  contrary,  ftand  charged  by  his  Law  to  forbear  all  ad- 
in47  and  Law-making  in  that  kind  ;  yea,  and  lie  under  a  fevere  threat- 
nin47  from  him,  in  cafe  they  tranfgrefs  :  Wo  unto  them  that  decree  mi- 
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righteous ‘Decrees,  &c.  7/i.io.i.  And  as  by  the  Laws  of  this  Land, 
Nullumtempus  occurrit  Regi ,  There  is  no  prefciiption  of  Time  againft 
the  King :  fo  by  the  Law  of  Nature  and  common  Rcafon,  Nulla  au¬ 
thority  occurrlt  Regum  Regl,  No  authoriry  whatfoever,  is  of  force  a- 
gainlT  the  King  of  Kings.  And  as  in  the  order  and  fubotdination  of 
Civil  Authorities,  the  Command  of  an  inferiour  Magiftrate  doth  not 
bind  againft  the  Command  of  the  Superiour,  (fuppofmg  this  to  be  law¬ 
ful;)  the  Warrant  or  Command  of  a  Country  Juftice  of  Peace,  is  not 
to  be  obeyed  (under  the  Provifo  mentioned)  againft  the  Order  or  Com¬ 
mand  of  a  Judge  ;  nor  the  Command  of  a  Judge,  againft  the  lawful 
Command  of  the  King.  How  much  lefs  doth  the  Authority  of  a  weak 
and  ftnful  Creature,  though  the  Name  of  it  might  be  Legion,  and  they 
never  fo  many, oblige  any  pevfon  againft  the  leaft  lam,  or  tittle  of  any 
the  Commands  or  Laws  of  God,  thefe  being  all  unqueftionably  righ¬ 
teous  and  juft  ?  And  as  the  Scripture  teacheth  us  to  refolve  the  cafe 
without  any  demur  or  confideration  at  all,  between  God  and  men, when 
they  fpeak  con;radidlingty  the  one  unto  the  other,  fo  that  the  one  muft 
needs  fpeak  truth,  the  other  that  which  is  falfe  ;  Let  God  be  true ,  and 
sverjman  [whatfoever  his  intereft  or  repute  for  truth  be  with  men]  a 
lyar  (Rom, 3. 4.)  So  when  there  is  any  inconfiftency  orconteft  between 
any  of  the  Laws  of  God,  and  the  Laws  of  men,  the  cafe  is  foon  de¬ 
cided  as  concerning  the  equity  or  binding  force  of  either ;  Let  the  Law 
of  God  be  jufl,and  holy,  and  good,  and  even  upon  this  account  alfo, chal¬ 
lenge  (with  authority)  obedience  from  men  ;  but  the  Law  of  men  un¬ 
juft,  unholy,  and  evil,  and  fo  a  nullity,  and  of  no  authority  at  all  to 
require  fubjedtion  to  it.  Thus  Peter  (with  other  Apofiles)  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  high  Prrieft,  and  a  great  Council  with  him,  was  very  po- 
iitive  and  definitive  in  the  cafe,  We  ought  rather  to  obey  God ,  then  men , 
Adi.  y. 29.  not  tong  before  being,  with  john ,  brought  as  guilty  perfons 
before  another  full  Council,  he  judged  the  equity  of  the  cafe  fo  noto¬ 
rious  and  broad  on  Gods  fide,  that  he  feared  not  to  make  the  Council 
it  felf  his  Arbitrators,  although  they  were  Parties,  and  his  Adverfa- 
ries;  whether  it  be  right  in  the  fight  of  God,  to  hearken  unto  you  [or,  to 
obey  you,  according  to t  he  former  tranflation]  more  [or,  rather,  jaaAAov] 
thanGod,  judge  ye  ?  A6I.4.19.  So  thofe  three  Servants  of  God  (lately 
mentioned)  being  commanded  by  King  Nebuchadnezzar  to  worship 
the  Golden  Image  which  he  had  fet  up,  and  in  cafe  of  refufal  terribly 
threatned  to  be  prelently  call  into  the  midft  of  a  fiery  Furnace,  de¬ 
clared  unto  him.  That  they  were  not  careful  to  anfwer  him  in  the  matter , 
(D/an.  3.1b.)  the  contrariety  between  the  Kings  Command,  and  the 
Command  of  God,  was  fo  manifeft,  that  they  required  no  time  to  con¬ 
fide! 


fider  of  an  anfwer,  or  what  to  do  in  the  cafe,  but  immediately  refol- 
ved  to  keep  fall  and  clofe  to  the  Command  of  God,  though  in  to  doing 
they  muft  and  did  dilobcy  the  Commandment  of  the  King*  Therefore 
if  it  be  the  Prerogative  of  God  to  appoint  and  command  his  own  Wor¬ 
ship  ;  that  Law,  or  humane  Conftitution,  which  attempted!  to  divefi 
him  of  it,  and  to  communicate  it  unto  any  Creature,  one,  or  more,  or 
never  fo  many,  is  indeed  no  Law,  but  an  Llfurper  of  the  name  and  ti¬ 
tle  of  a  Law,  wanting  the  Spirit,  Life,  and  Soul  of  a  Law,  which  (land 
in  an  equitable  force  to  bind  to  the  obfervation  of  it.  But  no  equity 
bindeth  any  man  to  give  away  the  glory  of  God  to  another :  So  then, 
not  to  fubmit  to  any  form  of  Divine  Worfhip,  devifed  and  impofed 
by  men,  is  to  do  the  will  of  God,  and  confequently  not  to  tranfgrcfs 
or  difobey  any  Law  of  man. 

Now  for  the  demonftrarion  and  proof  of  that  Aftertion,  or  Ground, 
(formerly  menrioned)out  of  which  the  five  Conciulions  lately  argued, 
grow  as  naturally,  as  fo  many  Boughs  or  Arms  of  a  Tree  out  of  the 
Trunk  or  Body  of  it  :  Let  us,  firft, hear, weigh,  and  confider  diligently 
and  impartially,  whether  the  Scriptures  do  not  fpeak  to  the  heart  of  it, 
and  whether  God  himfelr  doth  not  here  claim  fuch  a  Prerogative  as 
therein  is  afferted  unto  him.  Secondly,  We  fhall  confult  fotne  of  the 
Maxim.es  of  Nature  ,  and  Principles  of  Reafon  ,  about  the  truth 
of  it. 

For  the  firft.  I  intend  not  to  inlift  upon  all  places  which  offer 
themfelves  willingly  enough  to  ferve  in  the  prefent  warfare  :  this 
would  carry  us  far  beyond  the  bounds  of  our  intended  brevity,-  but 
fhall  argue  only  fome  few  of  thofe  which  fpeak  more  plainly  to  our 
purpofe. 

Firft,  Where  God  reproveth,  reje&eth,  or  condemneth  any  Wor¬ 
fhip,  Form,  or  manner  of  Worfhip,  upon  this  account,  That  He  com¬ 
manded  it  not;  efpeciaily  when  there  are  other  things  in  it, one  or  more, 
very  hateful  and  highly  reproveable,  he  plainly  declareth  and  afferu 
eth  it  as  his  Prerogative,  to  appoint  and  command  all  Worfhip  :  Elfe 
why  fhould  he  make  this  the  emphatical  character  of  fuch  a  VVorfhip 
which  his  Soul  abhorreth,  That  He  commanded  it  not  ?  efpeciaily  when 
this  Worfhip  is  (as  was  now  faid)  otherwife,  and  in  it  felf,  abomina¬ 
ble  ?  If  men  had  any  authority  to  appoint,  or  command  a  Worfhip,this 
were  no  reafonable  or  juft  exception  againft  any  Worfhip  whufoever, 
That  God  commanded  it  not :  but  if  i:  be  juftiy  reproveable,  it  mttft  be 
for  fome  intrinfccal  evil  either  in  the  matter,  or  in  the  form  of  it,  or 
in  both.  But  paftagesof  the  import  now  fpecified,  the  Scripture  af- 
fordeth  many  :  And  they  have  built  the  high  Places  of  Tophet,  which  is 
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in  the  Pulley  of  the font  of  Hinnom,  to  hum  their  / ons  and  their  daughters 
in  the  fire ,  WHICH  l  COMMANDED  THEM  NOT  ,  Jer.  7. 
31.  So  again,  They  have  huilt  aifio  the  high-places  of  Baal,  to  hum  their 
fans  with  fire  unto  Baal ,  WHICH  l  COMMANDED  NOT ,  nor 
Jpakg  it%  neither  came  it  into  my  mind*,  Jer.  19.5*.  In  both  thefc  places 
ic  is  obfervable  ,  that  though  the  man-deviled  worfhip  mentioned, 
was  in  ic  felf  abominable,  full  of  unnatural  and  barbarous  cruelty, 
and  befides,  performed  to  the  honour  of  a  moft  filthy  and  abominable 
Idol ;  yet  God  in  reproving  it,  taketh  no  notice  of  either  of  thefe  abo¬ 
minations,  but  infids  only  upon  this,  that  HE  COMMANDED 
IT  NOT,  as  being  the  greacefi  abomination  of  all,  and  which  (com¬ 
paratively)  juflified  all  the  red.  Again  ;  <Mnd  they  huilt  the  high- 
places  of  Baal,  — WHICH  I  COMMANDED  THEM  NP  T, 
neither  came  it  into  my  mind ,  that  they  fhould  do  this  abomination. Jer. 32. 

By  comparing  this  expredion  (  in  all  thefe  pafl'ages)  WHICH  I 
COMMANDED  THEM  NO I\  vvich  the  exprefs  Command  of 
God  (Lev.  18.  21.)  Thou  fhalt  not  let  any  of  thy  feed  pafs  thorow  the 
fire  unto  MoUch,  it  plainly  appears,  that  in  the  cafe  of  Worfhip,  for 
God  not  to  command  and  exprelly  to  forbid,  are  of  one  and  the  fame 
confederation  :  Even  as  in  a.Conveyance  of  Lands, whatfoever  is  not 
expreffed,  is  no  more  conveyed  than  what  is  excepted.  Yea,  and  it  is 
very  obfervable  from  the  faid  pafiages,  that  God  intending  to  put  the 
fharped  accent  upon  the  breach  of  his  Law  in  the  matter  of  Wo*rfhtp 
(which  doubtlefs  he  doth  intend  in  reproving  and  condemning  it)  He 
doth  not  place  it  in  matter  of  limple  dilobedience  unto  fuch  his  Law 
(this  being  found  in  every  fin,  1  mean,  dilobedience  unto  his  Law, 
1  Job. 3. 4.)  but  rather  in  the  preemption  of  men  to  attempt  any 
thing  in  that  kind,  without,  befides,  or  beyond  his  Command . 

Several  other  pafl'ages  there  are,  befides  thofe  mentioned,  of  like 

charadfer  with  thim.  If  there  he  found  among  you - man  or  woman 

that  hath  wrought  wickednefi  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  in  tranjgref- 
fing  his  Covenant ,  and  hath  gone  and  ferved  other  gods,  and  worshipped 
them,  either  the  Sun,  or  Moon,  or  any  of  the  Iloft  of  Heaveny  which  1 
HAVE  NOT  COMMANDED  tec.  Deut.  17.  2,  3.  Thy  People 
which  thou  broughtefi  out  of  Egypt ,  have  corrupted  themfilves  :  they  are 
quickly  turned  a  fide  out  of  the  way  ,  WHICH  I  COMMANDED 
THEM,  &c.  (  Deut. 9.  1 2.  )  implying,  that  in  the  Worfhip  of  God 
(of  which  he  here  fpeaketh)  to  turn  afide  out  of  the  Way  WHICH  HE 
HA  TH  COMMANDED,  is  to  corrupt  a  man’s  felf  [that  is,  to  dif- 
pofe,  or  prepare  himfelf  for  ruine  and  deftruction]  unto  what  way  fo- 
ever  he  (Hall  betake  himfelf  otherwife-  %/LM  Nadab  and  Abihu,r&* 
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fans  of  Anon,  took^either  of  them  his  Cenfer ,  a nd  fm  fire  therein ,  and  fut 
Incenfe  thereon,  and  offered  fir  ange  fire  before  the  Lord,  WHICH  HE 
COMMANDED  THEM  NOT ,  And  there  went  out  Fire  from  the 
Lord ,  and  devoured  them,  and  they  dyed  before  the  Lord.  Lev.  10.1,2* 
In  this  high-provoking  a&  of  the  Sons  of  Aaron ,  for  which  the  fevere 
jealoufie  of  God  brake  out  immediatly  upon  them  in  a  confuming  fire, 
there  was  no  diiobedience  to  any  Command,  (I  mean,  unto  any  par¬ 
ticular  or  exprefs  Command)  of  God  :  he  had  no  where  forbad  them 
(at  leaft, explicitly  or  dire&ly)  to  offer  ordinary  or  common  fire  (which 
is  termed  Jirange  fire ,  becaufe  the  Commandment  of  God  knew  it  not) 
in  their  Prieftly  Mlniftrations  :  nor  is  any  difobedience  in  this  kind 
charged  on  them  by  the  holy  Ghofi,  nor  fo  much  as  mentioned  as  any 
caufeof  that  terrible  execution, which  was  fuddcnly  done  by  the  imme¬ 
diate  hand  of  God  himfelf  upon  them:  their  only  crime  and  guilty 
was,  that  they  offered  firange  fire  before  the  Lord ,  WHICH  HE  COM • 
MANDED  THEM  NOT;  they  prefumed  to  worfhip  God  other- 
wife  than  he  had  appointed,  or  commanded.  The  fin  of  Uz,z,ab  in 
putting  forth  his  hand  to  fiay  the  Ark  (  for  which  he  likewife  fuffered 
the  fame  meafure  from  the  provoked  jealoufie  of  God>  being  by  him 
firuck  dead  in  the  place)  was  of  like  nature  and  confideration.  For 
neither  did  he  therein  tranlgrefs  any  exprefs  Command  of  God  :  for 
he  had  no  where  commanded  that  none  but  the  Levites  fhou\(\  touch 
or  meddle  with  the  Ark  :  only  he  had  commanded  that  the  Levites 
(hould  wait  upon  the  Tabernacle  with  what  appertained  to  it.  So  that 
the  provocation  in  his  fin  alfo,  only  was  his  intermediing  with  the 
holy  things  of  God  relating  to  his  Worfhip,  without  his  Command. 
And  thus  David ,  upon  the  ground  that  we  maintain  (namely  that  all 
Worfhip  uncommanded,  or  unappointed  by  God,  is  unlawful  and  dif- 
pleafing  unto  him  ;  or,  which  is  the  lame,  that  his  order  and  appoint¬ 
ment  are  requilic  to  legitimate  any  Worfhip  or  holy  Service)  proved 
it  to  have  been  unlawf  d  for  any  o:her  to  carry  the  Ark  of  God, but  the 
Levites  only.  None  (faith  He,  1  Chron ■  iy.2.)  ought  to  carry  the  Arh^of 
God ,  but  the  Levites  :  for  them  hath  the  Lord  chofen  to  carry  the  Ark  of 
God ,  and  to  mimFter  unto  him  for  ever.  It  was  unlawful  for  all  other 
perfons,  the  Levites  excepted,  to  carry  the  Ark  of  God;  not  becaufe 
he  had  prohibited  them  by  the  letter, or  diredf  import,  of  any  Law,  to 
cany  it,  but  becaufe  he  had  not  chefen ,  or  appointed  them,  as  he  had 
the  Levites.  Again, 

Secondly,  Of  the  fame, or  like  import,  with  the  texts  already  cited, 
are  all  thofe  alfo,  in  which  God  fiigmanzech  the  Worfhip  which  men 
performed  unto  him,  with  this  character  of  his  hatred,  that  it  was  of 
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their  own  chufing,  or  deviling,  after  the  imagination  of  their  own 
heart ,&c.  In  all  fuch  places  as  there  ('vhich  are  not  a  few)  he  aflert- 
eth  untohimfelf  the  appointment  of  his  own  Worship,  as  belonging, 
prerogative-wife,  unto  himfelf,  and  wherein  he  will  not  indure  any 
creature  to  have  part  and  fellovvfhip  with  him.  Fol  otherwise  (as  we 
reafoned  before)  no  Woiihip  were  reprovable  limply  upon  ttiis  tcore, 
that  it  is  of  mens  own  chuling  or  deviling.  We  (hall  not  Hand  to  ar¬ 
gue  any  of  thefe  places  as  we  did  mod  of  the  other :  the  inference  or 
refult  now  mentioned  from  the  general  tenour  of  them  all,  is  pregnant 
and  convincing  enough.  And  if  it  be  an  hateful  brand  upon  any  form 
of  Wo  fillip  to  be  of  humane  extradlion,  or  to  call  ^ny  man,  or  any 
numbers  of  men,  Father  ;  how  much  more  hateful  and  provoking  in 
the  light  of  God  muft  it  needs  be,  to  attempt  to  bind  any  fuch  fpurious 
and  bale  wot /hip  upon  the  generous  and  heaven-bom  confciences  of 
the  Tons  and  daughters  of  God  (  or,  indeed,  upon  the  confciences  of 
any  men)  with  the  hard  cords  of  Imprifonments ,  Confifcations,  Ba¬ 
nishments,  or  what  other  Cruelties  Satan  /hall  pleafe  to  fugged  unto 
men  for  the  promoting  of  his  worship  and  fervice  in  the  world,  under 
the  delulive  pretence  of  the  Worfhip  and  Service  of  God  ?  But  places 
of  the  late  mentioned  chandler,  are  thefe  (with  their  fellows)  And  it 
jk,ill  be  unto  you  for  a  fringe ,  that  ye  may  loot \  upon  it,  and  remember  all  the 
Commandments  of  the  Lord,  and  do  them  :  and  that  ye  fee  not  AFTER 
TOUR  OWN  HEART,  <A'ND  TOUR  OwN  EYES ,  after  which 
ye  ufe  to  go  a  whoring-  Num1b.1y.35>.  Lake  heed  unto  your  felves  that 
your  heart  be  not  deceived,  and  ye  turn  afide,  and  ferve  other  Gods,  and 
worfhip  them,  and  then  the  Lords  Wrath  be  kindled  againft you,&c»  Deut. 
11.  1  <5,  1 7.  - — And  it  cometh  to  ja^wh  n  he  heareth  the  words  of  this 
C.urfe ,  that  he  blejjeth  himfelf  in  hts  heart,  faying,  J  j hall  have  peace , 

though  I  walk,  IN  THE  IMAGINATION  OF  MINE  OwN 
HEART ;  [  That  is,  in  fuch  away  of  worshipping  God,  as  I  conceive 
to  be  plealingto  him,  as  appears  by  the  mention  of  God’s  JealouJie 
in  the  words  following]  to  add  drmkennefs  to  thirfl.  The  Lord  will  not 
fpare  him,  but  the  Anger  of  the  Lord,  and  bis  JealouJie  (hall  fmofe  againfi 
that  man,  Tyc,  Deut.  29.  19,20.  So  he  [Jeroboam]  offered  upon  the 
Altar  which  he  had  made  in  Bethel  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  eighth  month , 
even  in  the  month  WHICH  HE  HAD  DEVISED  OF  HIS  OWN 
HEART ,  &c.  1King.i2.33.  He  that  burneth  Incenfe ,  ti  as  if  he  blef- 
fedanldol  :  yea ,  they  have  CHOSEN  I  HEIR  OwN  WAY  E  S, 
and  their  foul  deligbteth  in  their  abominations ,  lfa.66.3.  From  whence 
it  is  very  obfervable  (  and  maketh  with  an  hish  hand  for  our  prefent 
purpofe)  1.  That  it  is  incident  to  men  to  chufe  wayes  and  methods  of 
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their  own  [  1.  e.  of  their  own  deviling  ]  for  the  worfhipping  of  God, 
in  ftead  of,  and  before, the  wayes  prefcribed  by  himfelf  for  that  purpofe. 
2.  That  thefe  ways  of  mens  own  devifing  and  choofing ,  arc  their  abomi¬ 
nations  [  that  is,  ways  for  which  they  mult  anfwer  to  God, as  for  things 
that  are  abominable  in  his  fight]  or  at  leaft,  maybe,  yea,  andfome- 
times  are fuch.  3.  (  Andlafily  )  that  notwithftanding  fuch  ways  be 
their  abominations ,  yet  they  are  wont  ammitus  deperire,  to  love  and  de¬ 
light  in  them  with  their  whole  foul ;  and  to  be  enflamed  with  zeal  over 
them  (  as  the  Scripture  tefiifies  in  many  places,  and  our  own  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  importune  and  bloody  Promoters  of  the  Service-Book, 
doth  confirm)  as  if  God  himfelf  loved  and  delighted  in  them  as 
much  as  they. 

There  ar.e  many  more  texts  and  paflages  of  like  notion  with  thofe 
now  cited,  and  which  offer  the  right  hand  of  feliowfhip  unto  the  Do¬ 
ctrine,  which  hath  been  made  good  by  them  :  but  thofe  already  menti¬ 
oned,  I  judge  abundantly  futficient  for  the  evi&ion  of  this  Truth,  That 
all  wo r (hip  of  humane  device,  or  contrivement,  is  of  an  unpleafing  re- 
fentment  with  God ,  and  will  be  cafi:  as  dung  in  the  faces  of  thofe,  that 
(hill  offer  it  unto  him,  of  how  fweet  a  favour  foever  it  may  be  unto 
themlelves  ;  and  confequently,  that  the  appointment  and  command- 
ingofhis  own  VVorfhip,  is  a  darling  prerogative  unto  him,  the  glory 
whereof  he  will  not  give  unto  another.  The  truth  of  this  Do&rine  iuns 
clearly  enough  in  other  veines  of  Scripture,  befides  thofe  in  which 
we  have  feen  it  already;  by  the  opening  and  arguing  of  which  we 
might  hive  more  enterviews  and  appearances  of  it  in  fomewhat  differ¬ 
ing  (Tapes.  How  firidl  is  the  charge  of  God  unto  men,  neither  to  add 
to,  nortakf  from >  the  Word  which  he  hath  commanded  them  ?  that  they 
tarn  not  a  fide  from  it,  either  to  the  right  hand,  or  to  the  left  ?  Deut.  4.  2. 
&:  5.32.  &  12.  32.  &  17.20.  &  28.14,  Jofh.1.7.  ProAO.6.  Rev, 22. 
18, 19.  Doubtlels  they  who  turn  their  backs  upon  the  Appointments 
and  Commandments  of  God  concerning  his  Worfhip,  and  will  impofe 
Apocryphal  Forms  and  Models  of  Worlhip  upon  men,  faying  (in  ef¬ 
fect  )  firfi  to  God  himfelf,  Except  thou  wilt  be  pleated  with  that  wor¬ 
fhip  which  we  preferibe  and  enjoyn,  thou  /halt  not  be  worshipped 
it  all,  as  far  as  we  have  to  do  .*  and  then  unto  Men,  Unlefs  you  will 
worlhip  God  after  our  mode,  and  with  the  worfhip  which  we  enjoyn 
you  (  be  it  good,  or  be  it  bad,  true,  or  falfe)  you  lhall  not  worfhip  him 
at  ad,  if  we  can  help,  or  prevent  it ;  fuch  men  (I  fay)  as  thefe,  do,  in 
a  very  b.oad  fence,  both  add  unto ,  and  dimmifh  from ,  the  Word  which 
Cod  hath  commanded.  I  lhall  not  need  to  interpret,  or  plead  the  caufe 
of  this  after  tion.  And  (indeed)  for  the  convi&ion  and  fatisfadtion 
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of  thofe,  that  are  fpiritually  ingenious,  and  tremble  to  detain  the 
truth  in  unrighteoufnefs,  that  which  hath  been  already  argued  and 
pleaded  from  the  Scriptures,  I  know  cannot  but  fufficc.  But  for  thofe 
that  are  contentiom  [  or  of  cavilling  lpirits  J  and  do  not,  will  not,  obey 
the  Truth>  if  it  toucheth  the  apple  of  their  eye,  and  thwart  their  car¬ 
nal  inteveft,  the  Sun  and  a  Sack-cloth,  the  Light  of  tile  Noon-day  and 
the  Darknels  of  the  Mid-nighr,  feven  Demonlirations  from  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  and  feven  Stories  out  of  the  Golden  Legion,  are  much  alike. 
Yet  let  us  (  in  a  few  words )  further  weigh  and  conlider  that  ingenuous 
acknowledgment  of  thf  great  Apoftle  Paul  to  the  Corinthiansy  that  he 
had  not  a  dominion  over  their  Faith ,  2  Cor.  1.24.  To  have  dominion 
ever  a  mans  Faith,  requircth  a  lawful  Authority  to  impofe  any  thing 
upon  him  to  be  believed,  which  the  Impoler  pleafech,  or  judgeth  meet, 
upon  the  account  of  his  own  judgement  and  will,  and  under  what  pe¬ 
nalty  he  pleafeth  .*  and  again,  to  prohibit  him  (he  believing  any  thing 
upon  the  like  tearms.  Now  then  evident  ir  is,  that  neither  Paul ,  nor 
Cephas,  nor  Principalities ,  nor  Powers ,  nor  Cherubitns ,  nor  Seraphims , 
nor  all  the  Angels  in  Heaven,  have  any  dominion  over  the  Faith  ot  men, 
but  only  He,whofe  judgment  is  universally, and  in  all  things, infallible, 
and  his  will  in  like  manner  impeccable*  Efpecially  the  Dominion  we 
fpeak  of,  is  not  competent  unto,  cannot  reafonably  be  imagined  to  be 
veiled  in  fuch  a  creature,  that  knorveth  but  in  part,  that  feeth  darkjy ,  and 
through  a  glafs  only,  and  befides,  is  fold  under  finy  and  in ,  or  with,  his 
flejh,  ferveih  the  Law  of  fin  :  all  which  our  Apoftle  acknowledged  of 
hknfelf  ;  and  that  which  concerneth  imperfeHion  of  knowledge,  he 
affirmed  of  all  men  without  exception  even  of  the  moll  enlightned 
Chriftlans ,  1  Cor.  1 3.9,  12.  And  if  fo  great  an  Apoftle,  who  was  fo 
high  in  favour  with  God,  as  to  be  taken  up  Into  the  third  Heaven ,  where 
he  heard  words  that  were  unfpeakable ,  and  which  it  was  not  lawful  [  or, 
polTible  :  thele  were  the  fame  with  Paul  ]  for  a  man  to  utter  ;  and  who 
(doublet's)  knew  more  of  the  mind  of  God,  and  of  Chrift,  than  all  the 
world  befides ;  and  beyond  all  this,  was  fo  mightily  fubdued  under  the 
Truth,  that  (  as  he  profefTeth  )  he  could  do  nothing  agalnfl  it,  but  [do, 
and  fufferall  things  ]  for  it;  yea,  and  was  fo  effe&ually  mortified  unto 
the  world,  that  he  could  mofl  gladly  fpend  and  be  fpent ,  for  the  fouls  of 
men;  if  (  I  fay  )  an  Apoftle  thus  highly  accomplifhed  above  all  his> 
fellows,  and  in  the  largeft  capacity  amongft  ten  thoufand,  to  be 
made  a  Lord  over  the  Faith  of  men ,  yet  was  not  by  God  judged 
meet  for  fuch  an  inveftiture  (  himfelf  declaring,  and  profefTing  as 
much,  as  vve  heard  )  how  intollerable  is  it  in  men,  who,  being  compa¬ 
red  with  Paul}  fcarce  hold  the  proportion  of  the  fnuff  of  a  Candle  to 
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ittcSim,  to  claim,  and  exercife  that  moft  high  and  facred  Dominion  we 

Jfpetkof,  as  if  it  were  veftcd  by  God  in  them  ?  Or  do  they  any  whit 
lefs  than  claim  Sc  cxercife  it,  who  under  fore  mul&s  and  penalcies,im- 
pofe  a  neceflity  upon  men  to  believe,  fubferibe  unto,  and  teach  what 
conceits,  opinions,  and  tenets  they  pleafe,  in  things  appertaining  to 
God  and  withal!,  to  renounce  and  abjure  all  fuch  opinions  and  per- 
fwafions  which  pleafe  them  not  ?Or  do  not  they  broadly  ufurp  the  Do - 
minion  we  fpeak  of,  who  command  men  at  the  peril  of  their  Eftates, 
Livelyhoods,  Liberties,  &c ♦  to  believe  that  fuch  or  fuch  a  Form  of 
divine  Worfhip,  which  pleafeth  them,  pleafeth  God  alfo ;  yea,  and 
that  it  pleafeth  him  better  than  any  other  Form,  yea,  than  any  other 
WorlEip  whatfoever,  which  they  are  capable  of  performing,  or  exhi- 
hibiting  unto  him  ?  Or  do  they  thus  command  men  to  ufe  their  Form 
of  Wohhip,  whether  they,  whom  they  command,  believe  it  to  be 
pleafing  unto  God  or  no  f  If  this  be  the  fence  of  their  command,  it  is 
yet  mo°e  imperioufly  impious,  and  horridly  prophane.  Therefore  in 
commanding  them  to  ufe  it,  they  implicitely,  yet  next  to  explicitly, 
command  them  to  believe  it  to  be  lawful  and  good.  Nay  if  they  right¬ 
ly  underftood  the  nature  and  import  of  that  command  of  theirs  we 
fpeak  of,  they  do  not  only  command  thofe,  on  whom  they  impofe  it, 
to  believe  that  the  Form  of  Worfhip  enjoyned  them,  is  (imply  lawful, 
but  that  it  is  better  and  more  acceptable  unto  God,  not  only  than  any 
other  fet  Form  of  Worfhip  they  can  ufe,  but  then  any  other  Worfhip, 
kind  or  manner  of  Worfhip  whatfoever,  of  which  they  are  capable. 
For  he  that  fhall  ufe  any  fet  Form  of  Worfhip,  without  fuch  a  belief 
as  this  (  I  mean,  without  being  perfwaded  in  his  foul,  that  he  cannot 
Worfhip  God  better  in  any  other  way,  or  by  any  other  Form  )  expo- 
feth  himfelf  to  thecurfe  dcnounced,/;f/4/.i.i4.  Cur  fed  be  the  Deceiver , 
that  hath  a  male  in  hitfloc!^y  and  voweth ,  and  facrificeth  unto  the  Lord  a 
corrupt  thing.  [debile,  a  weak  thing,  as  the  Latine  rendreth  ;  which 
Grotins  explains,  by  vitiofum,  aut  feemiuinum,  that  which  is  faulty,  or 
feminine]  For  /  am  a  great  King,  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofts ,  and  my 
it  dreadful l  among  the  Heathen. 

What  hath  been  demonRratcd  from  the  Scriptures  concerning  the 
Prerogative  of  God  touching  his  own  Worfhip, is  not  obfeurely  taught 
by  the  Light  of  Natutc  it  felf,  and  by  the  Principles  of  Reafon  ;  efpe- 
ciaily  if  we  (hail  allow  them  now  and  then  a  little  afhftance  and  relief 
from  the  Scriptures*  For, 

i.  The  Light  of  Nature  carrieth  us  up  to  the  Truth  we  contend  for, 
by  thefe  gradations  or  Reps.  i.  It  teacheth  us  that  God  is  to  be 
worfhipped  by  his  cicature,Man..  2.  That  he  is  to  be  worlhipped  with 
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fuch  Worfhip,  which  is  moft  agreeable  unto  the  excellency,  of  his  Na¬ 
ture  and  Divine  Being,  and  which  is  moft  honourable  for  him  to  re¬ 
ceive.  3 .  It  teacheth  us  further  ;  That  that  Worfhip  which  is  moft 
agreeable  unto  his  Nature,  and  moft  honourable  for  him  to  receive,, 
is  to  be  dictated  and  prefevibed  by  the  moft  perfedf  knowledge  .of  his.. 
Nature  and  Being,  that  is  to  be  found.  For  he  that  is  in  any  degree 
ignorant  of  thefe,  cannot  direCf  a  Worfhip,  or  manner  of  Worlhip, 
agreeable  to  Him,  or  to  his  Nature,  as  he  may,  who  perfectly  know- 
eth  Him, and  comprehendeth  all  his  Perfections*.  4.  The  fame  Teach- 
er  likewife  informeth  us,  That  every  creature  is  finite,  and  partaketh 
of  Entity  and  Being  but  by  meafure,  and  that  God  rhe  Creator  of  all 
things,  is  Infinite,  and  He  only.  y.  From  the  fame  hand,  we  are 
clearly  inftruCted  yet  further,  That  the  moft  perfect  of  Creatures,  be¬ 
ing  Finite,  is  not  able,  no  not  by  the  greateft  enlargement  of  its  en¬ 
dowments  or  abilities  from  God,  to  know  perfectly,  or  to  comprehend 
the  Infinite  Perfection  of  the  Divine  Being  :  b  it  that  God,  by  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  his  Infinity,  is  able  fully  to  comprehend  it,  yea,  that 
he  doth  actually  thus  comprehend  it.  By  this  feries  ,  or  chain 
off  natural  Maxims ,  we  are  advanced  unto  the  ground  of  our  pre- 
fent.  conteii  namely ,  That  God  himfelf  is  only  competent  to  pre- 
fciibe.  and  dictate  his  own  Worfihip,  all  Creatures  being  ftrangers,  in^ 
comparifon  of  himfelf, to  his  moft  tranfeendent  Excellency  and  Being, 
and  confequently*,  incompetent  to  contrive  or  frame  a  Worfhip  Far- 
able  unto  him  ;  and  much  more  to  impofe  (feme, upon  others)  and  this 
with  extream  rigour,  any  Form  of  Worfhip  of  their  own  deviling,  this 
(  being  interpreted  by  the  premifes  )  being  a  Worfliip  unfuitable  to 
the  Nature  of  God,  and  fo  unacceptable  unto  him*  Again, 

2'.  The  Light  of  Nature  enlighteneth  our  Judgments  with  this 
Truth,  That  the  Worfhip,  manner  or  kind  of  Worfhip,which  is  agree¬ 
able  to  the  Nature  of  God,,  and  fo  accepted  with  him,  is.  but  one  and 
the  fame  Worfhip,  or  kind  of  Worfhip  -  as  his  Nature  is  but  one  and 
the  fame..  So  that  though  he* commandeth  every  Kindred,  and  Tongue, 
and  People 3,  and  Nation  under  Heaven,  toworftiip  him,  yet  the  Worfhip; 
which  he  require th  of  them  all,  is  for  manner,  and  kind,  but  one  and 
the  fame,  not  diver  filled  in  any  fuch  refpeCt  as  thefe,  by  any  exigency 
of  circumftance,  one,  or  more,  whatfoever.  What  this  one  kind  of 
Worfhipis,  which  we. affirm  God  requireth  of  all,  fhall  be  fhewed  in 
due  place,  and  this-:ere  long..  In  the  mean  time  proceed  we  with  our 
Argument  in  hand,  If  God  requireth  one  and  the  fame  kind  of  Wor~- 
Ihipofall  People  and  Nations,  doubtlefs  he. hath  not  invefted  any 
c&c  hefe:Ni tions^.much  lefs  the  Ruler*  01  Governoitrs  of  any  of.  thefe 
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-Nations,  with  any  authority,  or  right  of  power  to  worfhip  him,  with 
what  kind,  or  form  of  Worfhip  they  pleafe.  Much  lcfs  hath  he  given 
authorrity  to  any  one  part,  or  party,  in  any  of  thel'e  Nations,  to  im- 
pofe  upon  all  the  reft  in  their  Nation,  contrary  to  their  Judgments  and 
Confciences,  what  manner,  form,  or  kind  of  Worihip  they  fancy  to 
be  beft  pleafing  unto  him.  Or  if  he  hath  given  any  fuch  authority  as 
this  unto  the  ruling  or  prevailing  party,  in  any  one  of  thefe  Nations, 
queftionlefs  he  hath  given  the  like,  or  the  fame,  unto  the  like  party  or 
parties  in  them  all :  for  there  is  no  competent  Reafon  adignablc,  why 
any  difference  Ihould  be  made  between  them  in  this  cafe.  If  then  the 
Rulers  and  Governours  of  all  Nations  under  Heaven,  have  an  equal 
right  of  Power  derived  unto  them  from  God,  to  impofe  upon  the  Peo¬ 
ple  under  them,  what  Worfhip  feemeth  good  in  their  eyes,  Idolatrous 
Princes  fhall  have  as  much,  and  as  lawful  authority  to  impofe  any  Ido¬ 
latrous  Worfhip  upon  thofe  under  them,  as  thofe  that  know  God,  and 
are  truly  religious,  have  to  impofe  a  better  Worfhip  upon  thofe  that 
are  fubjed  unto  them.  For  there  is  little  queftion  to  be  made,  but 
that  in  the  eyes  of  an  Idolatrous  Prince,  an  Idolatrous  Worfhip  will 
feem  as  good  (  or  better )  as  the  trueft  Worfhip  doth  in  the  eyes  of  a 
Prince  truly  Chriflian. 

If  it  be  faid,  A  Prince  impoling  an  Idolatrous  Worfhip,  abufethhis 
Authority  :  but  this  ought  not  to  be  pleaded  in  Bar  to  the  regular  and 
due  exercife  of  the  like  Authority,  by  another  Prince.  I  anfwer, 

1.  If  he  hath  Authority  from  God  to  impofe  fuch  a  VVoifbip, 
which  he  judgeth  to  be  good,  and  pleafing  unto  God,  he  doth  not  a- 
bufe  this  Authority  by  ading  according  to  the  tenor  and  purport  of  it, 
which  he  doth  when  he  impofeth  only  fuch  a  Worfhip, which  he  really 
judgeth  to  be  good,howevethebe  miftakenin  his  judgement  in  the  cafe. 

2.  A  Prince  profcffing  Chriftian  Religion,  abufeth  his  Authority  as 
much  ( or  rather  more  )  when  he  impofeth  upon  his  Subjeds,  being 
ChriftianSy  any  falfe  Worfhip,  or  fuch  which  is  difpleafing  unto  God*. 
And  however,  when  he  adventures  to  impofe  any  Worfhip  at  all,  not 
being  infallible,  he  runs  a  double  hazard  of  abufing  his  Authority. 
For  firft,  he  may  miftake  the  Worihip,  which  he  impofeth,  fuppohng 
it  to  be  legitimate,  and  plealing  unto  God,  when  (indeed)  itislpu- 
rious,  and  an  abhorring  to  his  fouU  Men  of  great  learning  and  parts, 
and  ftudied  in  the  Scriptures  far  above  the  ordinary  rate  of  Princes, 
have,  with  great  confidence,  built  errours  and  miftakes  as  great  and 
dangerous  as  that,  upon  mifprilions  of  Scriptuere.  Secondly,  The 
Prince  we  fpeakof,  runneth  yet  a  greater  hazard  of  abufing  his  Autho¬ 
rity  in  impoling  any  Worfhip  at  all,  becaufe  he  cannot  know,  no  nor 
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yetconje&ure  upon  asy  probable  or  competent  grounds,  that  it  if: 
pleafmg  unto  God,  that  he  fhould  impofe  any  thing  in  this  kind.  Yea, 
it  is  fcarce  any  queftion  at  all, but  that  to  compel!  -men  by  penal  threat- 
nings  and  executions,  to  fubmit  to  any  form  or  kind  of  Worfliip,  be  it 
never  fo  plaufible,  is  an  abufe  of  any  created  Authority  vvhatfo- 
cver.  i 

Befides  all  this;  If  God  impofetbone  and  the  fame  Worfhip*  or  kind 
of  Woifhip>  upon  all  Nations  under  Heaven  (which  is  a  fuppofition  of 
unqucftionable  Truth,  as. was  lately  hintedwith  the  ground  of  it)  he 
fhould  a&  contrary  to  his  own  Defign  or  Command  in  this  behalf,  in 
cafe  he  fhould  give  Authority  to  the  Rulers  of  thefe  Nations,  or  to 
any  party  in  them  (refpe&ively)  to  fet  up  or  impofe  what  forms  or 
kinds  of  Worship  they  fhould  apprehend  and  judge  to  be  moft  fitting 
to  be  impofed  or  fet  up.  The  grant  of  fuch  Authority  would  be  a  di~ 
reft  courfe  to  fill  the  world  with  as  many  forms  and  rtiapcs,  or  kinds  of 
Worfhip,  as  there  are  Nations  in  it,  and  Rulers  over  them  ;  yea,  and 
all  that  enormous  variety  of  fuperftitious,  idolatrous  and  falfc  Wor¬ 
ships,  which  are,  or  have  been  impofed,  countenanced,  pra&ifed  in  the 
g.rcatcft  part  of  thefe  Nations,  and  which  hath  been  hitherto  charged 
by  Chriftians  generally  upon  the  Devil,  and  his  fubtilty  and  bloody  mat- 
lice  agai oft  the  precions  Souls  . of  men,  muft,  upon  a  fuppofal  of  fuch 
a.  grant  from  God  to  the  Rulers  of  thefe  Nations,  as  that  mentioned, 
be  rather  refoived  into  God;  This  Argument  might  be  further  impro¬ 
ved,  but  that  we  make  hafte.  Therefore 

Neither  doth  it  in  the  Eye  of  Reafon,  look  like  one  of  the  ways  - 
of  God,  to  leave,  fome  Mens  Confciences  free,  and  at  liberry,  to  ferve 
and  worfhip  him  according  to  the  beft  of  their  underftandings,  and  of 
that  light  of  Knowledge  which  he  hath  given  them ;  and  yet  withal, to 
fubje&and  cnflave  the  Confciences  of  others  unto  the  humours,  wills, 
and  fancies  of  men,  in  thefe  moft  high  and  facred  concernments.  Leaft 
of  alLfeemeth  it  to  have  any  affinity  with  his  Righteoufnefs,  Wifdom 
and  Impartialnefs,  vifible  enough  in  all  hisother  Adminiftrations,  to  . 
fubjed'the  Confciences  of  fuch  men.  who  have  known  the  Scriptures 
from  their  youth,  and  have  fpent  alkhcir  days,  it  nuy*.be  many  years, , 
in  a  confciencious  and  diligent  ftudy  and  fearch  of  them ;  and  withal, 
are  known  to  be  men  of  Integrity, of  fignal  Piety,  of  great  Knowledge 
in  the  things  of  God,  of  a  vertuousand  Chriftian  Converfation, 
tO;fu;bje&(I  fay)  the  Confciences  of  great  numbers  of  fuch  Perfons  as 
thefe,  in  matters  appertaining  to  the  Worfhip  of  God,  unto  the  plea-  . 
fuies,di&ates,and  conceits  of  a  few  men,  who  have  wholly  (in  a  man. 
aerVaddi&ed  themCelvcs  ckher  to  other  ftudies,  or  to  fcculai  employ* 

.  jl  meats* 
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meats  (if  not  to  ways  and  praftifes  more  alienatingrfrom  God  ;then 
thcfe)  and  fomuft  needs  be  (comparatively  at  leaft)  ftrangers  to  the 
Scriptures,  and  unacquainted  with  the  mind  of  God  here,  is  a  device 
or  contrivance  of  quite  another  Spirit  then  that  which  brcathcth  in  all 
the  Councils,  Difpenfations,  and  Adminirtrations  of  God.  He  did 
not  make  the  letter  but  the greater  Light  to  rule  the  Day:  though  he 
gave  a  great  preheminence  in  ftrength  unto  the  Lion  and  the  Unicorn, 
above  Man,  yet  did  he  not  judge  it  meet  to  give  unto  either  of  them, 
Dominion  over  the  Workj  of  hu  Hands  r  or  to  ftU  all  things  under  their 
feet :  His  Wifdomand  Goodnefs  inverted  his  Creature  c JMany  (having 
furmfhed  him  with  knowledge  and  underloading)  with  this  honour 
and  dignity.  Neither  did  he  intend  or  make  the  Body  to  be  the  light 
of  the  Eye,  but  the  Eye  to  be  the  light  of  the  Body,  Mat. 6, 22.  Nor 
did  he  order  or  intend  the  dim-lighted  World  for  a  light  unto  the  Apo- 
rtles,  nor  the,unfavoury  Earth  to  beas  Salt  to  feafon  them  3  but  the 
Aportles  to  be  the  light  of  the  one,  andtheSaltof  the  other,  Mat. 5. 
13,14.  They  who  are  called  to  places  of  Magirtracy,  or  Rule,  and  ro 
the  honour  of  La  v-nuking,  in  any  State,  or  Community  of  Min,  look 
upon  thiiTifelves  as  being  at  full,  liberty  to  abrogate  or  repeal  anyEfta- 
blirtimenr,  or  Law,  made  by  their  PredecelTors  for  the  worrtiipping  of 
God  in  any  external  way  or  form  of  Worrtiip  5  and  confequently,  as 
being  at  liberty  themfelves  to  worfhipGod  for  the  future  either  with  a 
fet  Form.,  or  without,  as  in  their  Confciences  they  rtvall  judge  it  beft 
pleafmg  unto  God.  Yea,  they  claim  a  liberty,  though  they  rtiall  make 
a  penal  Law  to  conftrain  the  generality  of  their  People  to  fuch  or-fuch 
a  (Tinted  Form  in  the  Worrtiip  of  God,  yet  to  grant  unto  what  perfons 
they  pleafe,  whether  of  themfelves  or  others,  an  exemption  from  this 
Law.  Now  this  is  that  which  I  affirm,  as  the  clear  dilate  of  Reafon, 
That  God  hath  left  the  Confciences  of  all  men  equally  bound,  and  e- 
qiially  free,  in  the  matter  of  his  Worrtiip  ;  and  that*  as  he  hath  com¬ 
manded  and  bound  Kings  and  Pdnces,  and  Law-makers  themfelves, as  * 
well  as  meaner  men,  to  vvorfhip  and  fevve  him  with  the  belt  of  their 
underftandings ;  fahath  he  exempted  even  the  meaneft  fort  of  men, 
as  well  as  Kings  and  Princes  themfelves,  from  all  compulfion,  whether 
by  Laws,  or  otheiwife,  to  worrtiip  or  ferve  him  upojci  any  other, I  mean 
upon  any  lower,  meaner,  or  worfc  terms. 

4,  .(And  laftly,  atprefent)  Reafon  it  felf  prompteth  us  with  this  : 
‘IDilcmma  alfo  in  the  cafe :  Either  God  hath  himfelf  preferibed  unto 
men  how,  or  with;  what  kind  of  Worrtiip  he  will  be  worfhipped  ;  or 
elfc  be  hath  done  nothing  in  this  kind,  but  left  men  at  liberty  to  wor- 
flaipfoorfo,  as  their  own.  Judgements  and  Confciences  iliall  teach'; 
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rand  dire6Lthem  J  If  thislatter  be  affirmed,  (vVkich  yet  is  not  fo  Chri- 
ftian  to  affirm)  then  ivboCoever  fhill  impofe  a  particular  form  of  Wor¬ 
fhip  upon  men,  oppofeth  the  Courifel  and  Defign  of  God  abdut  his 
Worlhip,  which  (according  to  the. fuppofition  we  now  argue)  is  to  be 
Worlhipped  as  every  mans  own  Judgement  and  Confidence,  not  other 
‘mens,  lluil  teach  and  dirc&  him.  If  the  former  horn  of  the  Dilem¬ 
ma.  be  taken  hold  of ,  and  acknowledgement  be  made,  that  God  hath 
himlVlf  prekribed^nd  commanded  his  own  Worfhip,  the  terms  and 
manner  of  it,  (which  I  prefume  will  be  the  fober  ChFiftians  choice) 
then  for  men  to  impofe  any  other,  any  form  of  Worlhip  of  their  own 
or  other  mens  deviling,  muft  needs  be  preemption  in  the  high  eft.  For 
what  is  this  but  to  fet  their  tbrefholds  by  Gods  threshold ,  and  xhzupofts 
by his pofts?'  .  yea,  to  affront  the  Wifdom  of  God  with  their 

wifdom,'  his  Authority  with  theirs  ;  and  as  much  as  in  them  lierh,  by 
'  their  Commandment's  to  make  the  Commandments  of  God  of  none  cf- 
fett. 

If  it  be  replied  and  faid,  That  though  it  be  granted,  that  God  hath 
-preferibed  and  commanded  his  own  Worlhip,  yet  this  is  to  be  under- 
hood  onely  of  the  matter  or  fubftance  of  it  in  general  (together  with 
the  inward  manner  of  performing  it")  not  that  he  hath  preferibed  any 
particular  form  of  wordsWvherein  or  wherewith  he  would  have  men  con- 
ftantly  to  worlhip  him.  If  this  were  fo,they  fhould  fin  as  much  againft 
his  Commandment  of  Worlhip,  who  worlhip  him  in  or  with  conceived 
Prayer, as  they  who  preferibe  forms  of  Prayers  unto  others;  inafmuch  as 
no  conceived  Prayer  is  any  whit  more  preferibed  or  commanded  by  G<rdy 
then  a  form  of  Prayer  impofed  ;  and  as  for  the  matter  of  either,  con¬ 
ceived  Prayer  is  much  more  likely  to  be  delinquent,  then  the  other. 
For  that  which  hath  been  deliberately  compofed  and  digefted  by  many, 
and  thefe  equal  (or  rather  much  fuperiour)  in  Piety  and  parts  of  Learn¬ 
ing,  is  like  to  have  more  fpiritual  weight  and  worth  in  it,  and  be  more 
acceptable  unto  God,  then  any  thing  conceived;  and  uttered 
porey  and  Without  premeditation,  by  a  fingle  perion,  and  he  (it  may 
be)  lefs  confiderable  in  both.  ;To  all  this,  I  anfwer : 

Firft,  Conceived  Prayer,  is,  for  the  nature  and  kind  of  it,  that  very 
Worlhip  (at  lead,  as  far  as  Worfhip  confifts  in  Prayer  ;  for  there  may 
be  other  VVorfhip,  or  parts  of  Worfhip,  then  that  which  is  exhibited 
or  performed  unto  God  in  Prayer)  which  he  pvefetibeth  and  command- 
cth,  at  leaft  unto  thofe  that  are,  or  by  the  ufe  of  means,  maybe,  ca- 
pableofit,  as  all  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel  generally  are  prefumed  to 
be.  By  conceived  Prayer ,  I  do  not  mean  onely  that  kind  of  Prayer 
which  is  conceived  and  uttered  ex  tempore ,  without  ftudy  or  premedi¬ 
tation. 
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tatioo,  or  which  is  never  ufed  but  once  by  hitrj  that  uttereth  it*  but 
that  likewife  which  is  or  hath  been  conceived,,  framed,  and  digeRed  by 
him  that  uttereth  it,  although  with  deliberation  and  ftudy>  and  haeft 
been  frequently  at  feveral  times,  efpeciallyif  with  any  occafionaj  va¬ 
riations,  ufed  by  him.  In  the  Scriptures,efpeciaily  in  the  NewTdta?- 
ment  (where  the  light  fhines  cleareft  for  the  difcoy.ery  of  the  mind  of 
God  in  all  points  concerning  Prayer  and  VVovfhip)we  hardly  find:  the 
fame  pray  er  ufed  thefecond  time  by  ^he, fame  perfon.For  thoughChriR 
be  laid  to  have  prayed  the  fame,  words  a  fecond  and  a  third  time*,  yet  by 
comparing  Mat. 20.  $9 .with  v.^z^ 4^,and  Mark^  14.^.  3  y.  with  3  6. 
it  appears  that  it  is  to  b:  underRood  of  the  fame  words  in  fenfe,  matter, 
and  import,  or  in  effedt ;  not  the  fame  in  found,  letters,  or  fyllables, 
(words  being  puc  for  matters  or  things  frequently  in  the  Scriptures  :  ) 
yea,  alt  the  Prayers  here  recorded  to  have  been  made,  either  by  ChriR 
himfelf,  or  by  his  ApoR.ies,  or  other  holy  perfons,  and  vvhich  found 
acceptancerWhich  God,  were  framed  by  them  with  a  fpecial  andpani- 
cular  reference  unto  the  prefent  occafions  that  were  before  them  (re- 
fpkTively)  and  therefore  cannot  bur  be  judged  to  have  been  conceived 
Prayers  (m  the  RridfeR  fence  of  the  Words)  yea,  all  the  Exhortati¬ 
ons  unto  the  heavenly  Exercife  and  Duty  of  Prayer,  delivered  either 
by  ChriR  or  his  ApoRles,  intended  onely  that  kind  of  Prayer,  which 
we  commonly  call  conceived  Prayer,which  the  Saints  were,  to  conceive 
and  indite  by  the  help  of  the-Spirit  of  God,  which  they 

who  believed  did  receive,  John  7.39.^^.  y.  32.  Rom,  y.5.  Sc  8. 14,1  y, 
16.  2.£W.5.y,  ^7.3.2.  Ephef.1.13.  iThef.^.S.  ijo/j.2.27.  863.24. 
8c  4*  1 3.  which  places,  (at  leaR  the  moR  of  them)  cannot  be  underRood 
either  of  the  miraculous  Gift  of  the  Holy  GhoR,  or  of  the  giving  of 
him  to  the  ApoRks  onely,  and  fome  particular  ChriRians  with  them. 
Tnis  will  be  evident  unco  thofe  that  fhall  pleafe  to  take  a  little  pains 
to  p:rufe  and  ponder  them.  Several  others  of  like  import  might  be  ad¬ 
ded  unto  them.  B^Rdes,  that  the  Raid  Exhortations  unto  Prayer ,  were 
meant  of  conceived  Prayer,  and  not  of  praying  by  any  Rinted  form 
impofed,  at  leaR  by  any  Civil  Authority,,  leaR  of  all  impofed  with- 
threatnings  of  Civil  Muldls  and  Penalties  ;  are  all  of  them  Truths  fo< 
full  of  their  own  Light,  that  to  levy  any  further  proof  of  them,  would 
be  but  as  the  lighting  up  of  a  Candle  to  help  men  to  fee  the  Light  of 
the  Sun..  Books,  and  forms  of  Prayer  of  humane.contrivance  and  im— 
polition,  would  (we  may  very  reasonably. prefume)  have  been  iirthe 
days  of  thofe  Exhortations,;  and  for  many  days  after  them,,  as  prodigi¬ 
ous  and  aRonilhing  unto  ChvrRiansr,as  the  turning  ofthe  Sun  into  dark- 
Bcfs;  and  the  Mbon  into  bloody 
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*dlj.  Whereas  it  was  pleaded,  That  a  Prayer  framed  by  the  con¬ 
current  abilities  and  gifts  of  feveral  pious  and  learned  men,  and  this 
upon  mature  contideration,  mutt  needs  in  Rcafon  b:  a  more  effe&ual 
Prayer,  and  better  accepted with  God,  than  a  Prayer  conceived  and 
brought  forth  on  the  fudden  by  a  particular  man,and  he  (many  times) 
<of  no  great  parts  or  learning  neither.  I  anfvver, 

if  This  plea  of  comparifon  between  prayer  and  prayer,  (be  it  ad- 
rmitted)  doth  not  make  the  face  of  our  Common-Trayer-  Bool^  to  fhine 
at  all.  For  who  can  make  affidavit  that  the  prayeis  here  are  the  ifl’ue 
•  of  the  abilities  or  gifts,  I  do  not  fay  of  manjybut  of  any  pious  or  learn¬ 
ed  man  ?  There  is  little  queftion  to  be  made,  but  that  in  Latine  it  firft 
faw  the  light  of  the  Sun,  when  the  grofs  darknefs  of  Popery  was  fpread 
over  the  face  of  the  Earth  (in  thcfe  pares  of  the  world  )  and  when  the 
mother  of  it  ( the  Church  of  Rome  I  mean  )  was  guilty  but  of  little 
Learning  and  lefs  Piety.  It  is  likeft  to  have  been  the  officious  elucu- 
bration  of  lbme  fuperttitious  Monk  or  Friar,  calculated  by  the  beft 
of  his  art  and  skill,  for  the  meridian  of  the  devotions  of  that  Apoftate 
Church  in  his  dayes.  As  for  thofe  worthy  and  good  men  in  King 
Edward's  dayes,4  who  With  a  much  better  intent  than  event,  took 
pains  to  fetch  it  out  of  Latine  into  Engh(hy  making  account  that  they 
had  left  all  the  dregs  and  excrementitious  matter  behind  them,  we 
were  their  compurgators  formerly  that  they  were  not  the  Authors  or 
Compilers  of  this  unhappy  Book,  nor  guilty  of  the  folly  committed 
in  the  begetting  of  it. 

2.  The  goodnefs  or  excellency  of  a  Prayer  for  matter,  phrafe  and 
ftrudlure,  is  rather  an  argument  why  it  fhould  be  left  free  for  men  to 
irfe,  when, and  as  far  as  they  feecauie,  than  why  it  fhould  be  impoled. 
Becaufe,  1.  The  impofition  of  it  is  rather  matter  of  prejudice,  and 
difparagement  unto  it,  than  otherwise  ;  Impofers  feidom  dealing  in 
fuch  commodities  which  arc  choice,  found  and  good,  but  very  fre¬ 
quently  in  thofe  which  are  faulty,  and  bafe.  2.  The  impofition  of  it 
alters  the  property  of  the  goodnefs  of  it,&  makes  it  to  become  an  Idol 
(as  we  formerly  argued  the  cafe)  and  confequently  expofeth  it  to  the 
jealoufie  and  high  difpleafurc  of  God,*nd  hereby  to  an  utter  abolition 
and  ruine  (as  we  concluded  likewife  from  the  Scriptures)  And  there¬ 
fore,  as  it  is  better,  of  the  two,  to  make  an  Idol  of  Dirt  or  Clay,  or 
fome  fuch  vile  material, than  of  Silver,  or  Gold,  or  of  any  thing  of  va¬ 
lue,  becaufe  it  is  better  that  that  which  is  of  little  worth  fhould  pe- 
lifh  and  be  loft,  than  that  which  is  more  precious  and  ufeful :  fo  is  it, 
in  this  refpc&  at  ieaft,  more  to  be  wilhed,  that  fuch  prayers,  and  fuch 
forms  of  Divine  Service  (fo  called)  which  are  corrupt,  and  not  fit  to 


be  ufed  by  any  good  Chriflian  upon  any  terms,  fhould  be  impofed,  than 
thofe  which  are  more  commendable,  and  might  be  fome  wayes  fer- 
viceable  and  helpful  to  the  piety  and  devotions  of  good  people  other-* 
wife.  ?•  (and  laftly,  for  this)  As  Samuel  in  reproving  < Sanly  de¬ 
mand  eth  ;  Hath  the  Lord  as  great  delight  in  burnt  offerings  and  Sacrifices , 
as  in  obeying  the  voice  of  the  Lord  ?  Behold ,  to  obey  is  better  than  jacrifice, 
and  to  hearken,  than  the  fat  of  Lambs  •  i  Sam.iy.  22.  So  is  a  Prayer 
conceived  and  brought  forth  in  obedience  unto  the  Counfel  and  Will 
of  God,  though  it  be  not  fo  eloquent,  nor  the  matter  of  it  fo  choice, 
nor  the  method  or  frame  of  it  foexad,  of  better  acceptance  with  God, 
than  a  Prayer  read  out  of  a  Book*  whether  without  or  contrary  unto 
the  Command  of  God  ;  (for  it  hath  been  proved  from  the  Scriptures, 
that  thefe  two,  in  the  cafe  of  Worfhip,  are  but  of  one  and  the  fame 
confideration  )  yea,  though  this  prayer,  for  matter,  language  and 
frame,  fhould  oe  of  as  happy  a  calculation,  as  the  piety  and  parts  of 
men  in  their  greatelf  perfection,  are  able  to  advance.  But, 

3.  (And  lalily)  To  the  reafon  or  ground  of  the  Plea  mentioned,  I 
anfwer ;  That  in  cafe  a  great  number  of  men  (  fuppofing  them  both 
pious  and  learned)  foould  conveen  and  take  what  time  they  pleafe,  to 
compote  a  Prayer,  with  an  intent  to  impofe  it,  or  with  a  defire  that  it 
fhould  be  impofed  upon  their  Chriflian  Brethren,  it  is  not  fo  proba¬ 
ble  (as  is  pleaded  and  pretended)  that  the  Prayer  framed  by  them 
upon  fuch  terms  fhould  have  any  fpiritual  or  real  worth  in  it,  or  pre- 
vailingnefs  with  God,  above  the  prayer  conceived  and  uttered  with¬ 
out  premeditation  (I  mean,  in  reference  unto  this  particular  prayer, 
more  than  unto  others)  by  a  perfon  in  gifts  and  parts  of  learning, 
inferiouv  to  them,  only  fuppofing  him  to  be  a  good  man,  and  fearing 
God.  For  they  vvho  are  imployed  about  making  Prayers  to  be  im- 
pofed  upon  Chriflians,  are  about  Sdtans  work,  making  Iron  yokes  and 
fnaves  for  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  God:  and  certain  it  is  that  God 
takes  no  pleafure  to  be  aflirting  unto  men,  no  not  unto  his  own,  in  the 
way  of  fuchan  occupation  :  and  where  God  with  his  blefling  is  ablent, 
.  no  undertakeing,  efpecially  no  fpiritual  undertakeing,  is  like  greatly 
to  profper  in  the  hands  of  men,  though  never  fo  well  accomplifhed  for 
their  work.  Whereas  he  that  conicientioufly  addrefleth  himfejf  un¬ 
to  God  by  prayer,  and  is  careful  to  pray  according  to  his  Will,  doth 
the  work  of  God  ;  and  confequently,  may  (as  it  were)  of  courfe  exped 
the  aflifting  prefence  of  God  with  him  in  his  way,  which  many  times 
adethmen  above  their  line  and  fphere ;  and  at  no  time,  when  it  is 
vouchfafed,  fuffereth  them  fo  to  mifearry,  as  to  lofe  their  acceptance 
with  God. 
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And  thus  we  fee  that  all  Worfhip,  formed,  prescribed,  and  impofed 
by  men,  is  heterogeneal  and  Spurious,  and  which  the  Scriptures,  yea 
and  all  principles  of  found  reafon  difdain  to  give  the  right  hand  of  fel¬ 
lowship  unto. 

What  will  our  zealous  and  Severe  Promoters  of  the  Common-Prayer- 
Boolt-tVorJbip)  Say  to  thefe  things  ?  If  God  be  againd  them  in  their 
Caufe,  who  or  what  can  be  with  them  (to  any  purpofe  ?)  The  colours 
wherewith  they  commonly  paint  the  face  of  it,  to  give  it  the  bed  com¬ 
plexion  it  will  take,  are  very  wafhy,  faint,  and  fading :  So  that  what 
Auftln  Spake  in  a  cafe  that  would  not  So  well  bear  it,I  may,  upon  a  try’d 
account,  fay  concerning  the  Caufe  that  now  hath  been  argued  :  Sclo 
contra  hanCy  quam  defendiMM,  fententiam,  ncmincm  mfi  errando  dljputarc 
pojfe :  I  know  that  no  man  can  difpute  againd  the  opinion  we  maintain, 
but  by  erring  [from  the  Truth.]  7  he  common  Pleas  for  the  lawful¬ 
ness  of  the  ufeof  dinted  Forms  of  Prayer ,  I  pafs  over,  onely  with 
thefe  two  Memorandums:  i.  That  the  mod  lubdantial  proof  of  the 
meer  lawfulness  of  them,  will  not  reach  the  juftification  of  the  ufe  of 
them  by  any  Perfon  (much  left?  will  it  judifie  thepenal  impofitionof 
them  :)  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  there  is  nothing  done  by  any  perfon  in 
or  about  the  Worship  or  Service  of  God,  but  is  either  more  then  law¬ 
ful  (as  either  expedient  or  neceffary)  orelfe  unlawful.  That  which  is 
expedient,  or  fitting  to  be  done  in  the  cafe  we  fpeak  of,  is  (to  a  degree 
at  lead,  or  in  a  fenfe)neceflary  ;  and  So  more  then  fimply  or  mecrly 
lawful  :  that  which  is  not  expedient,or  not  fitting  to  be  done,  is  (que- 
dlonlefs)  if  it  be  done,  unlawful.  Therefore  they  that  undertake  to 
prove  the  lawfulness  of  Set  Forms  of  Prayer,  and  no  more, though  they 
Should  make  good  their  enterprize,  yet  would  they  not  hereby  lay  a 
Sufficient  Foundation  for  any  perfon  actually  to  ufe  them.  The  reafon 
hereof  may  be  touched  before  we  conclude.  Yea,  it  is  as  true  of  all 
deliberate  and  moral  a£lions,that  the  lawfulness  of  them  fimply  and  in¬ 
definitely  confidered,  doth  not  prove  it  to  be  absolutely  or  univerfal^ 
ly  lawful  for  any  man  to  do  them ;  but  onely  underand  with  appropri¬ 
ate  and  due  circumdances..  Therefore  (to  put  in  this  by  the  way)  to- 
judifie  the  lawfulness  of  the  ufe  of  things  indifferent  in  the  Worfhip  o£ 
God,  meerly  upon  this  ground, that  they  are  indifferent  in  themfelves^ 
and  out  of  the  Worfhip  of  God,  and  fo  lawful,,  is  Sufficiently  ridicu¬ 
lous  and  childifh  :  but  to  judifie  this-  ufe  of  them  agiinft  th*e  grain  of 
fo  many  material  and  weighty  circumdances  as  rife  up  againft  it,  and 
with  greated  importunity  diflwade  from  it  (efpecially  in  this  Nation) 
is  little  leis  then  bidding  a  defiance  to  all  Chriftian  Ingenuity,.  and  a« 
disclaiming  or  all  rcfpeds.both  to  God  and  Man*.  2*  That  the  law— 
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fulnefs  of  ftinted  Liturgies,  or  fet  Forms  of  Prayer,  though  never  fo 
demonstratively  proved,  would  be  no  falve  to  heal  the  fore  (or  rarher 
the  many  fores )  of  the  Englifb  Service-Book  :  Some  account  hereof 
was  given  towards  the  beginning. 

The  bent  of  the  prefect  difeourfe  hath  Stood  chiefly  againft  the  im¬ 
position  of  Forms  for  the  Worfhip  of  God,  and  partly  againft  a  fubmif- 
iion  to  the  ufe  of  them  upon  the  account  of  fuch  impofition.  Let  us 
now  talte  the  fpirit  of  thofe  ArgumentSjor  of  fome  of  the  chief  of  them, 
by  which  the  Lords  and  Matters  of  thefe  impofitions  are  wont  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  make  that  which  is  crooked,  ftreight.  They  that  of  old 
pleaded  for  Idols,  had  (  it  feems  )  their  ftrong  Reafons  (  fuch  as  they 
thought  ftrong)  to  maintain  the  Caufe  of  their  Clients.  Produce  jour 
Caufe  f  faith  the  Lord :  bring  forth  your  ftrong  Reafons  ^  See.  If  a.  41.  21. 
And  men  of  imposing  Principles,  appear  upon  all  occasions,  to  be  as 
confident  as  they  were,  who  went  before  them  in  the  way  of  their  ini¬ 
quity,  binding  heavy  burthens ,  and  grievous  to  be  born ,  and  laying  them  on 
mens  {boulders  t  (  as  our  Saviour  chargeth  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  to 
have  done  in  his  dayes,  Mat.  23. 4.)  Someof  thefe,  in  the  height  of 
their  confidence,  that  whoever  were  ignorant,  they  were  men  of 
knowledge,  and  of  profound  and  fharp  understandings,  demanded  of 
Chrift  ( in  the  name,  as  it  feems,  of  all  their  fellows )  not  with  a  lit¬ 
tle  indignation.  Are  we  blind  alfo  ?  (  John  9.  40*  )  being  jealous  that 
he  had  forely  difparaged  them,  in  binding  them  up  in  the  fame  bundle 
with  the  ignorant  world.  But  as  highly  conceited  as  they  were  of  their 
knowledge  and  wifdom>  the  Lord  Chriji ,  dealing  plainly  with  them,  in 
reproving  them,  calleth  them  fools }  and  blind  guides ,  over  and  over, 
Mat.  23.  16,17,19.  And  (if  it  be  lawful  to  call  a  Spade  a  Spade  )  the 
great  Pro&orsof  the  Impofitions  we  fpeak  of  (  referving  unto  them  all 
the  honour  due  unto  their  learning  and  parts,  othervvife  )  when  they 
life  up  in  their  might  to  plead  for  thefe  (pocsKovris  §vcti  <rwo)>  iuaqcx.v- 
^TX^profeJJlngthemf elves  to  be  wife  [and  to  carry  all  clear  before  them] 
they  become  fools  [and  leave  their  Caufe  quite  behind  them]  %cm.  1,22. 
yea  in  thefe  Difputes  they  feem  fcarce  men,  or  to  have  put  away  child - 
ifh  things.  A  late  great  Hyperafpiftes  of  Liturgical  devotions,  and  with- 
all  (  as  you  may  prefumc  )  of  all  their  appurtenances,  and  pre-requi- 
fites,  as  1.  Epifcopacy  (the  Pillar, and  Ground- work  of  all)  2.  Of 
Penal  Impofitions  of  them,  without  which  they  would  not  be  fuflfered  to 
live,  where  the  light  of  true  Chrijiianity  fhineth.  3.  Of  fubjcdlion 
to  the  Commands  of  Authority,  whether  with  fcruple,  or  without,  a 
Principle  that  will  enable  men  tofwallow  them,  though  they  be  Ca¬ 
mels  (  with  fcvcrall  other  Hierarchical  notions,  and  devices,  necef- 
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fary  for  the  fupporting  of  that  frame  )  this  Champion  ( I  fay  )  of  Li¬ 
turgies,  who  allovveth  us  not  the  liberty  of  calling  him  by  his  Name, 
yet  infulteth  with  this  Argument,  over  all  that  oppofeth  him  in  his 
way. 

That  Service  of  God  which  is  confonant  to  holy  Scripture, is  lawful  r 

The  Service  of  God  performed  by  a  Prefcribed  Liturgie ,  n  confonant 
to  holy  Scripture .  Ergo. 

This  Syllogifm,were  it  narrowly  lifted, how  much  drofs  would  be  found 
in  it!  Both  Propofitions being  ambiguous,  and  fpeaking  nothing  di- 
ftin&ly,  the  whole  Argument  amounts  to  nothing,  unlefs  it  be  a  fnare 
to  catch  the  unwary  and  lefs  considerate.  For  the  Philofophers  Rule 
is  true  :  To  ^  eV  flrnftociv<r,  oMp&WHv  2£i.  Not  to  fignifie  one  thing 
[diftindlly,  and  with  determination]  is  to  fgnifie  nothing.  Let  us 
touch  a  particular  or  two,  in  either  Proportion.  In  the  Major , 
i.  The  word  lawful,  fignificth  both  that  which  is  lawful  limply,  or 
in  the  nature  of  it,  and  circumftances  fecluded,  or  that  which  is  lawful 
in  the  pradliqie  of  it, where  circumftances  alwayes  have  to  do, and  ma¬ 
ny  times  render  that  unlawful  in  the  deing,orto  be  done, which  in  the 
nature  of  it,  was  lawful  enough,  and  might  have  been  lawful  alfo  in  the 
Pradlife.  We  fhali  not  need  to  give  Inftance  %  the  Notion  is  com¬ 
mon  and  clear.  So  then,  this  Proportion,  That  Service  of  God  which  is 
confonant  to  the  holy  Scripture ,  is  lawful ,may  be  true  in  the  former  fence 
of  the  word  lawful ,  and  yet  falfe  in  the  latter  (  which  yet,  queftion- 
lefs,  is  the  fence  of  the  Syllogizer  ;  for  be  argues  for  the  iawfulnefs  of 
the  ufe  or  pradfife  of  the  Service  he  ipeaks  )  For  that  Service  of  God, 
which  is  really,  truly,  and  in  it  lelf  eonfwant  to  holy  Scripture ,  may  be 
diflonant  and  contrary  hereunto  in  the  judgment  and  confcience  of 
thofe  on  whom  it  is  impofed,  and  fo  the  ufe  of  it,  during  this  Bate  of 
their  judgment, unlawful  unto  them.Thereare  other  circumftances, bc- 
lides  this  now  men  t  toned,  which  may  render  even  fuch  a  Service  of  God. 
as  is  confonant  to  h  oly  Script  nr  e , unlawful  to  be  pradUfed.But  we  dial  leave 
thefe  at  ptefent,to  exercife  the  Thinking  faculty  of  the  Difputer.  On¬ 
ly  I  deftre  leave  to  put  this  Queftion  to  him  at  this  turn  :  Whether, 
it  being  fuppofed,  that  the  Service  of.  God,  contained  in  the  Liturgy  of 
Bafil ,  Gregory ,  or  any  of  thofe  now  ufed  in  many  of  the  Reformed 
Churches,  is  as  confonant  to  the  holy  Scripture,  as  that  fet  forth  in  the 
Englifh  Service-Book,  is  notwithstanding  lawful  to  be  ufed  by  the  Mi- 
nifters  of  this  Nation  ?  If  not  (  for  I  prefume  he  will  appear  on  the 
denying  hand  )  then  is  there  fome-what  more  than  a  confonancyto  holy 
Scripture,  required  to  make  the  Service  of  God  LAWFUL  in  the 
pradtiqae  of  if,  and  this, in  the  judgement  of  this  t^rgumentatory  muft 


be  the  Command  of  that  Authority, within  the  Jurifdi&ionof  which  it 
is  performed.  A  worthy  Portion  !  the  Confequences  whereof  I  wifh 
he  would  ferioufly  and  unpartialiy  compute  at  his  leifure.  But, 

2.  Neither  is  this  expreffion,  or  phrafe,  confonant  to  the  holy  Scrip - 
turey free  from  ambiguity  in  the  fenfe  &  meaning  of  it,as  the  Epifcopal 
dialed  hath  enlarged  its  bonification.  For  they  who  are  wont  to  plead 
for  an  impofition  of  Liturgies  and  Ceremonies,  call  that  which  is  not 
contrary  to  the  exprefs  letter  of  fome  particular  prohibition  or  other, in 
the  Scripture,  confonant  to  the  Scripturey  as  well  as  that  which  is  agree¬ 
able  to  fome  expreis  command  there.  Now  then,  if  by  confonant  to  ho¬ 
ly  Scripture ,  he  only  means,  not  repugnant,  or  not  contrary,  to  fome 
expreis  prohibition  in  holy  Scripture ,  his  Propofition  is  broadly  repug¬ 
nant  unto  the  Truth.  For  it  hath  been  formerly  proved  from  the  holy 
Scripturey  that  in  matter  of  Worfhip,  not  to  be  commanded,  and  to  be 
prohibited,  are  of  a  like  confederation  before  God.  Therefore  that 
Service  ofGody  which  is  confonant  to  the  holy  Scripture  only  in  that  Epi- 
fcopally-appropriate  fence  of  the  phrafe,  is  not  upon  fuch  an  account* 
lawful.  And  that  this  is,  or  muft  be  his  fenfe  of  the  faid  phrafe,  or  ex- 
prefEon,  is  evident  from  hence,  becaufe  otherwife  his  Argument  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  his  Caufe.  For  certain  it  is,  That  preferihed 
Liturgies  y  or,  the  Service  of  God  performed  by  them ,  are  not  confonant  to 
holy  Scripture  in  the  other  fence  of  th-e  phrafe  ;  that  is,  are  neither 
formally,  or  exprefiy,  nor  yet  virtually,  or  confequentially  command¬ 
ed  there.  Thus  we  fee  the  Major  Propofition  of  the  Grand  Syloglfm  in 
the  Grand  Debat er  is  homonymous,  captious,  and  fallacious  :  which  is 
enough  to  lay  the  credit  of  the  Argument  managed  in  it,  in  the  duft. 
Yet  neither  is  the  CMlnor  better  conditioned,  if  not  worfe.  For, 

1.  Here  we  have  our  double-rongu’d  expreffion  again yConfona»t  to  ho¬ 
ly  Scripture ♦  So  that  here  is  lying  in  wait  alfo  for  thofe  that  do  not  look 
well  about  them. 

2.  Theie  words,  a  Preferihed  Liturgy^  are  as  double-minded,  as 
thofe  other*  For  they  may  fignifie,  either  a  Liturgle  only  penned,  or 
drawn  up,  in  a  method,  or  form  of  words,  and  phrafes,  and  propofed 
to  be  ufed  diredtion-wife,  in,  or  about  the  Service  of  God  :  or  elfe, 
yt  Liturgy  impofed  by  Authority,  under  civil  mul&s  and  penalties. 
The  word , Pref  :ribed ,  is,  and  may  be  taken,  either  in  the  oney  or  in  the 
other  of  thefe  fignifications.  Though  in  the  former  fence  of  the  words, 
the  Propofition  fhould  be  admitted, yet  in  the  other  it  will  make  Anti- 
Scriptural  Divinity.  For,  The  Service  of  God  performed  by  an  IMPO¬ 
SED  Liturgjy  is  (as  hath  been  formerly  proved  )  fo  farfrom  be¬ 
ing  confonant  to  holy  Scripture ,  that  the  high  difpieafure  of  God  is  here 


revealed  fromHeavenagainftit.But  enough  of  thisinthePremifes.Yet, 
3.  (  And  laftly)  Suppofe  we  Ihould  be  fo  prodigal,  as  to  give  away 
all  we  have  in  exception  againft  both  this  and  the  former  Proportion, 
(which  amounts,  as  we  have  found  by  computing  it,  to  be  no  fmall 
fumme  )  and  fo  grant  Conclufion  and  all,  and  all  in  the  Difputersovvn 
fence  ( fo  that  this  be  not  too  unreafonably  exorbitant  from  his  words) 
yet  lliould  we  not  hereby  gratifie  him  at  all  in  ( the  beloved  of  his 
foul )  the  Englifh  Service-Book  •  For  when  he  faith  ( in  this  latter  Pro¬ 
portion)  I  he  Service  of  God  performed  by  a  preferred  Liturgiey  is  confo- 
vant  to  holy  Scripture ,  I  cannot  think  that  by  Liturgie  y  he  mean- 
eth,  any  Liturgie  whatlbever,  or  that  is  polfible  to  be  invented  by  men 
(  although  the  expreflion,  wbatfoever  his  meaning  be,  is  not  compe¬ 
tent  or  workman-like)  but  fuch  a  Liturgie  which  {hall  contain  nothing 
in  it,  either  in  matter  or  form,  contrary  to  any  precept,  or  direction 
found  in  the  Word  of  God.  Bccaufe  it  is  too  too  plain  and  palpable  a 
cafe,  that  the  Service  of  God  performed  by  any  other  Liturgiey  than  one 
of  this  calculation,  cannot  be  confonant  to  the  holy  Scripture .  Now  then 
this  being  his  meaning  in  the  Minor  Proportion,  his  Argument  with 
the  large!!  indulgence  of  approbation  and  confent,  concludes  nothing 
in  favour  of  his  Service-Book  ,  nor  proveth  ,  that  The  Service  of 
God,  performed  by  it ,  is  confonant  to  the  holy  Scripture .  For  that  there 
are  fome  things  contained  in  this  Liturgie,  or  Book, which  are.contrary 
to  precepts  and  directions  found  in  the  Word  of  God,  was  {hewed  to¬ 
wards  the  beginning  of  this  Difcourfe  ;  and  might  be  proved  in  many 
more  particlars,  than  are  there  produced.  We  need  go  no  further  than 
to  the  Letany  ( fo  called  )  of  which  fuch  glorious  things  are  fpoken  by 
this  Author,  p.rg.  8.  that  he  feems  to  adore  the  fulnefs  of  it,  as  much 
as  Aufhne  did,  plemtudinem  Scripture,  the  fulnefs  of  the  Scriptures 
themfelves  :  and  more  generally,  the  men  of  his  infpiration  are  im¬ 
potent  in  their  Elogiums  and  commendations  of  this  piece,  as  if  in  it 
they  faw  the  Service-Book  in  all  her  glory.  Yet  unto  him  that  (hall 
weigh  it  exadfly  in  the  ballancc  of  the  Sanctuary,  it  will  ( I  believe  ) 
appear  to  be  a  very  corrupt  member,  and  in  which  the  unclean  Spirit 
of  Will-worfhip  a&eth  his  part,  in  fome  things  more  childifhly,  but 
in  more,  more  contradidtingly  to  the  right  rule  of  Worfhip,  than  in 
any  other  part  of  the  Book.  Yea,  were  there  a  diligent  and  narrow 
fearch  made  into  it,  a  juft  volumn  might  be  made  of  the  weak  and  un¬ 
worthy  things  (  only  with  their  fober  and  neceflary  explications )  that 
would  be  found  in  it.  Eirfty  It  is  no  good  Omen>  that  in  the  very  In- 
feription,  or  Title  of  it,  where  it  is  ordered,  or  commanded,  to  be  ufed 
on  certain  dayes,  as  on  Smdayes}  Wcdmfdayesy  and  Fridayes>  there  is  a 
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manifeft  contrariety  tathe  Holy  Scripture ,  which  reproveth  and  confe- 
quently  prohibited,  the  obfervation  ofDayes  and  limes,  as  welJ  as  of 
Monet hs  and  Tears ,  (Jal .  4.  to.  And  why  not  on  Tuefdayes  and  Tburf - 
dayes,  as  Well  as  0#  PVednefdaies  and  Fridaies  ?  Doubtiefs  upon  no  bet¬ 
ter  account,  than  that  on  which  Jeroboam  offered  upon  the  Altar  which 
he  had  made  in  Bethel ,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  eighth  moneth,  even  the 
moneth  which  he  had  devifed  of  his  own  heart,  1  Kings  12.  33.  If  fuch 
devices  as  this  be  not  the  very  quinteffence,and  fpirit  of  Will-wovfhip, 
1  confefs  I  have  no  underffanding  in  the  Myftery.  Again,  when  it  is 
commanded  to  be  USED  on  Sundays,  &c.  the  meaning  of  the  word 
ufed  (as  the  ufe  and  practice  allowed,.. if  not  commanded  alfo,  in  thofe 
Churches  or  Chappels,  termed  Collegiate,  interpreteth  it  )  is  (  diftri- 
butively  )  either  fung  or  [aid,  the  like  liberty  being  granted  in  thefc 
words,  concerning,  venite  exultemm.  Now  the  Scripture  in  the  New 
Teffament  maketh  a  flat  oppofltion  between  praying  and  figging.  Jam. 
y.  13.  Nor  doth  it  fpeak  any  where  of  flnging  any  thing,  but  either  of 
Pfalms ,  or  Hymns ,  or  Songs .  Now  then  if  the  Letany  be  a  Prayer,  one 
or  many,  and  not  a  Pfalm,  Hymn  or  Song,  it  cannot  be  fung  w-  th  any 
confonancy  to  holy  Scripture .  Thus  we  fee  the  very  door  opening  into 
the  admired  Letany,  is  polluted  :  let  us  vew  theFabrick  it  feif  a  little,, 
we  fhall  foon  find  more  irregularities,  and  pollutions  here. 

1.  How  oft  do-they  that  pray  by  this  Letany,  tranfgrefs  our  Saviours- 
rule  concerning  Prayer,  ph  Sx^oKoyrits wn  ufe  no  battologies  or  need- 
lefs  repetitions?  1.  When  tbeMinifler  prayeth,,  O  God  the  Father  of 
Heaven ,  have  mercy  upon  m  miferable /inner  s,  I  deflre  to  know,  1 .  Whe¬ 
ther  this  be  an  entire  Prayer,  or  a  piece  of  a  Prayer.  2..  Be  it  an  en¬ 
tire  Prayer,  or  a  piece  of  a  Prayer,  Whether  it  is  not  intended  that 
the  Peoele  prefent  fhould  joyn  with  him  in  it,  and  pray  for  the  fame 
thing,  when  and  whileft  he  prayeth  ?  If  this  be  fo,  (  and  I  prefume: 
thar  for  fliame  it  will  not  be  denied)  then  it  is  a  battologie,  or  need- 
lcfs  repetition,  for  the, People  immediately,  and  as  it  were  with  the 
fame  breath,  to  repeat  or  pray  over  the  fame  words  again  ;  (X  God  the 
Father  of  Heaven ,  g fcc.  So;  then  according  to  this  account,,  if  the  Mi-- 
nifter  prayeth  with  the  People,  as  they  pray  with  him,  our  Saviours- 
rule  again!!  needlefs  repetitions  in  prayer,  is  no  fewer  than  four  feve- 
ral  times  broken  on  both  hands, within  the  compafsof  the  four  firft  pe¬ 
titions,  or  Prayers  of  the  faid  Letany.  Or  if  fuch  repetitions  as  thefe- 
be  not  vain  and  needlefs,.  and  fuch  as  Chrift  prohibited^  I  defirc  the.; 
great  Mafler  of  this  piecei  o£  devotion,  that  he  will  s..  Diftinguiflii 
between  repetitions,  and  repetitions,,  and  define  which  are  needlefs v 
and  which  are  neceffary-y  and  then;  z*  Give-  us  a  fubAamial  account 

*"  ..  .  .  that 
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that  thofe  mentioned,  are  of  the  latter,  not  of  the  former  kind*  But  to 
our  Query  ;  If  the  words  queried  upon,  contain  an  intire  Prayer, why 
do  not  the  People  teftifie  their  confent  and  delire  to  have  it  granted,  by 
faying  Amen  at  the  end  of  it,  (as  himfelf  faith,  p.  14.  that  men  are  ob¬ 
liged  to  fay  untofuch  Prayers,  and  as  is  more  agreeable  to  holy  Scrip¬ 
ture,  1  Cor.  14.  id.)  rather  then  inftead  thereof  to  repeat  the  words  of 
the  Prayer?  Certainly  there  cannot  be  a  more  pregnant  indance  of  a 
vain  and  needlefs  repetition  then  this,  fince  the  word  Amen  would  figni- 
fie  altogether  as  much,  yea  the  very  fame  thing  which  this  repitition 
doth.  If  the  faid  words  be  to  be  taken  as  a  Petition  onely,  and  as  a 
member  and  part  of  a  Prayer,  why  do  the  People  interrupt  the  Mini- 
fter  in  the  midft  of  his  Prayer,  feeming  rather  to  affront  and  mock 
him, by  faying  the  fame  words  after  him,  then  to  exprefs  any  ferioufnefs 
of  Devotion  with  him  ?  Therefore  in  this  notion  of  the  words,  there 
is  in  the  Peoples  repetition  of  them,  a  manifeft  infurre&ion  againft 
that  Apoftolical  Precept,  Let  ati  things  he  done  decently,  and  in  order.  Or 
is  it  decent  and  orderly ,  that  the  Minilier  fhould  not  be  fuffered  by  the 
People  to  finidi  the  Prayer  which  he  hath  begun,  without  their  inter¬ 
ruption  ?  Again, 

2.  This  unchridian  mifdemeanour  of  battologizing, ,  is  committed 
feven  or  eight  times  over,  in  the  repetition  of  thefe  words  by  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  Good  Lord  deliver  us.  For  why  fhould  not  the  prolation  of  them 
onely  once,  be  as  effectual  for  all  needful  ends  and  purpofes,  as  the 
making  of  fo  many  founds  of  the  fame  words,  fonigh  together  ?  But 
it  is  well,  as  the  cafe  dands,  that  the  fond  fpirit  of  Will-VVorfhip 
contented  himfelf  herewith  fo  few  mifearriages  in  vain  repetitions ,  as 
feven  or  eight,  when  as,  upon  as  gqod  an  account  in  reafon,  he  might 
have  multiplied  them  to  feventeen  or  eighteen,  or  to  a  greater  num¬ 
ber :  at  which  done,  being  blind,  he  Bumbled  loon  after,  in  preferi- 
bing  thefe  words,  fVe  hefeech  thee  to  hear  us  good  Lord,  to  be  repeated 
twenty, or  one  and  twenty  times  over,  within  the  compafs  of  fo  much 
devotion  as  may  be  difpatched  without  making  hade,  within  the  fpace 
of  half  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  But 

3 .  Bcfides  thefe  grofs  and  palpable  Battologies ,  which  cannot  light¬ 
ly  efcape  any  mans  eye, that  doth  but  curforily  view  that  highly  honou¬ 
red,  but  more  judly  condemned,  Model  of  Devotion,  the  Letany  : 
there  are  feven]  others  obnoxious  enough  to  a  little  obfervation.  For, 
1,  Prefently  after  requeft  here  made  for  deliverance  from  all  evil  and, 
mi  (chief,  and  from  fin  •  another  requeft  is  made  for  deliverance 
from  fome  evils,  and  fome  fins ,  as  front  Pride  ,  Vain-glory ,  Hy- 
perifie ,  &c.  from  Form  cat  ion  ^  and  all  other  deadly  fin,  [as  if  Pride,  Hy- 

pocrifie, 
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pocrifie,  Malice,  Envy,  &c .  were  but  fins  venial .]  By  the  way,  They 
that  are  fo  defirous  to  cover  the  (hame  of  the  Romijh  Parentage  of  their 
darling  Letany,  much  forget  themtclves,  to  fufter  lo  exprefs  a  linea¬ 
ment  of  her  Mothers  feature  to  befeen  in  her  face,  as  the  miking 
onely  of  fomc  fins  deadly,  (which  fuppofeth  others  tob zvcnial.)  z.  Af¬ 
ter  deliverance  begg  d  from  the  crafts  and  affaultsof  the  Devil,  the  like 
deliverance  is  within  two  or  three  lines  begg’d  again  from  all  the  deceits 
of  the  Devil ;  and  afterwards,  from  thofe  evils  which  the  craft  and  [ub~ 
tilt y  of  the  Devil  workjth  agatnft  us .  3.  After  prayer  made  for  delive¬ 

rance  from  contempt  of  Gods  Word  and  Commandment,  prayer  is  here  a- 
ga\n  made  that  we  may  diligently  live  after  his  Commandments ;  and  the 
third  time,  that  vve  may  amend  oar  lives  according  to  his  holy  Word .  Paf- 
fages  and  expvetfions  fymboiizing  in  words,fence,and  meaning, as  near 
as  thefe,  found  in  the  conceived  Prayer  of  an  Anti-formifi, would  be  cal¬ 
led  tautologies ,  to  the  great  difgraceand  contempt  of  it, by  perfons  who 
have  addicted  themfelves  to  Liturgical  (1  had  almoft  hid,  Lethargical) 
Devotions.  4,  When  prayer  hath  been  here  made  unto  God  to  give 
and  preserve  to  our  ufe  THE  FRUITS  OF  THE  EARTH ,  fo  as  in  due 
time  we  may  enjoy  them  •  we  are  compelled  to  pray  again  in  dry  weather, 
for  fuch  moderate  rain  and  (bowers ,  that  we  may  RECEIVE  THE 
F  RU  l  T S  OF  THE  EARTH  to  oar  comfort ,  8cc.  and  yet  a- 
<*ain  in  wet  weather,  for  fuch  weather  whereby  we  may  RECEIVE  THE 
^FRUITS  OF  THE  EARTH  in  due  feafon ;  and  yet  after  all  this,71fe*r 
our  Land  may  yeildus  HER  FRUITS  of  increafe.  y.  After  the  Peo¬ 
ple  have  pray’d,  Have  mercy  upon  us,  (being  beholding  totneir  Minifies 
for  a  Vocative-cafe)  they  mult  pray  out  of  hand  yet  again,  Lord  have 
mercy  upon  us ;  and  for  all  this,  yet  again  ,  Chrijl  have  mercy  upon  us ; 
and  after  all  thefe  agains,  yet  again  (once  more)  Lord  have  mercy  upon 
us:  and  nowall  the  Beads  of  this  ftring  are  told.  6.  This  Prayer,  O 
Lord  arife,  help  us  and  deliver  ns  for  thy  Names  fal^e  ;  is  prefently  after 
corredted  and  amended  onely  thus,  O  Lord  arife,  help  us  and  deliver  us 
for  thine  Honour.  7.  When  we  have  prayed,  From  our  Enemies  defend 
us,  O  Chrift  ;  we  mu(t  pray  unto  Almighty  God,  (as  if  our  Letany  did 
a  little  Socinianiz,e)  Save  and  deliver  us  from  — the  hands  of  our  Ene~ 
mies.  8.  About  the  middle  of  this  Letany,  after  the  thick  and  fhort 
Prayers,  the  Mini(ter,as  if  the  People  and  he  had  been  idle  untill  now, 
oratleafi  about  fome  other  bufinefs  then  praying,  admonillieih  his 
'  People  to  pray  ;  faying  unto  them,  Let  us  pray.  9.  (And  laftly,  to 
pafs  by  fcveral  other  impertinent  Duplicats  and  Multi pli cats,  or  vain 
repetitions  of  Petitions  within  the  compafsof  the  Letany  onely)  When 
the  Minifter  and  People  (hall  have  prayed  with  the  utceimofi  devotion 
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they  can  make  between  them,  for  Charles  our  mojl  gracious  King  and 
G over nour  , for  our  gracious  Queen  Katharine,  CMarythe  Queer-Mother, 
'james  ‘Duke  ofTorkj,&c.  they  muft  recruit  their  Devotions  very  fpee- 
dily,  or  elfe  they  will  pray  thcfeccnd  time  (which  is  not  far  off)  but 
coldly  for  our  mofl  gracious  S over  aign  Lord  KmgCharles,  our  gracious 
Queen  Katharine,  &C. 

2.  Neither  is  this  admired  piece  of  Devotion  fo  notorioufly  defor¬ 
med  (as  we  have  feen)  with  Tautologies  and  empty  Repetitions  onely*. 
it  hath  fundry  other  Ailments  and  Difeafes  hanging  upon  it.  i.  All 
thofe  eight  Petitions  or  Prayers  (if  fuch  they  be)  put  into  the  mouth 
of  the  Miniller,  unto  which  fo  many  Good-  Lord  deliver  us1  s  arefub- 
joyned,  as  far  as  the  Minilter  uttereth  or  prayeth  them,  are  abfolute 
and  grofs  Non-fence,  having  no  Verb  at  all  in  them,  onely  the  People 
are  enjoyned  tofupply  the  defeats  of  their  Minifter,  and  to  under¬ 
prop  his  pendulous  words  with  a  principal  Verb ;  and  fo  between  the 
Premifesof  the  one,  and  the  Conclusion  of  the  other,  we  have  (with 
much  ado)  a  Syllogifm  of  Prayer  formed.  That  the  Minifter  fhould 
pray  by  halves,  or  make  half  a  Prayer,  and  the  People  pray  ano¬ 
ther  half  Prayer,  and  thefe  two  halfs  be  clapt  together  to  make  a 
whole  Prayer,  is  (certainly)  a  new-fangled  device  of  praying,  and  iuch 
whereof  the  Scripture,  yea,  and  all  Principles  of  Reafon,  notfuper- 
ftitionized,arcafhamed.  But, 2.  Though  Good-  Lord-deliver. us,  joyn- 
ed  to  the  preceding  words  of  the  Minilier,  make  a  competent  and 
grammatical  fence  together ;  yet  thofe  one  and  twenty  Some-whats, 
(for  Prayers  they  are  not,  and  what  diRinvSV  appellation  to  give  them,  T 
know  not)  which  are  relieved  with  the  like  number  of  We-befeech-thee 
ta-hear-us-Good-  Lords,  do  not  of  thcmfelves  make  any  fenfe  at  all, nor 
any  very  good  fence  in  conjurdlion  with  the  words  affigned  unto  them: 
for  their  relief :  For  to  fay,  That  it  may  pleafe  thee  to  do  this  and  that. 
We  befeech  thee  to  hear  us  good  Lord ,  is  little  better  then  a  Solcccifm  ;  at 
thebcii  but  an  unufual  and  harfh  conftru&ion*. 

3 .  Here  are  feveral  expreffions  and  paffages  belides,  not  fo  confide*, 
rate  or  well-digeded.  1.  To  pray  to  be  delivered  from  "Deadly  Sins, 
C which  fuppofeth  the  diftin&ion  of  Sins  into  venial  and  mortal y. 
to  be  confonant  to  the  Scriptures  )  founds  rather  Pontifician 
then  Pioteftant  Devotion  (though  I  think  the  diftin&ion  may  in  a 
fence  be  admitted)  this  was  touched  before.  2.  To  pray  unto  God 
topreferve  all  that  travel  by  Land  or  by  Water  ;  is  it  not  to  pray  for  High¬ 
way-men  and  Thieves,  Pirates,  and  Murtherers  (if  they  be  travelling 
either  by  Land  or  Water)  that  they  may  efcape  the  danger  of  being  ap¬ 
prehended  and  punifhed  foi  their  wickednefs,  and  confequently  that 


they  may  have  peace  and  continue  undifturbed  in  their  horrid  practi¬ 
ces,  as  well  as  honeft  and  harmlefs  men  in  fuch  a  condition  }  3.  Thefe 
cxprelfions,  By  thy  Agony  and  bloody  Sweaty  by  thy  Crofs  and  PajJion ,  &c. 
be  they  intended,  whether  fenfu  Mediatorioy  Adjurativoyre~memorativoy 
•or  in  vvhat  fence  foever,makcno  good  found  in  the  ears  of  a  good  Con  - 
fciencc,  efpecitlly  that  is  tender  and  unlearned*  4.  Every  perfon 
that  is  enjoyned  to  pray  for  the  fending  down  of  the  HEALTHFUL 
■Spirit  of  Grace  upon  our  Bifhops  and  Curatsy  &c.  hardly  underftands,  in 
what  fence,  why  or  how,  the  Spirit  of  God  is  here  termed  healthful. 
y.  That  God  fhould  be  considered  in  his  power  of  working  Great  Mi - 
raclesy when  he  is  defired  to  fend  down  his  Spirit  upon  our  Bifhops  and  Cu- 
ratsyicc.  Doth  it  imply  (  for  it  feems  fo  to  do)  that  God  worketh  a 
great  Miracle  when  he  fendeth  down  his  healthful  Spirit  upon  any  of  our 
Bifhops  and  Carats  }  8cc,  6.  (  And  laftly)  That  Bifhops  fhould  be  here 
twice  prayed  for,  vvhenas  the  Lords  of  the  Council ,  and  all  the  Nobility > 
have  only  one  prayer  allowed  them,  and  this  a  very  fhort  and  fimple 
one,  may  reafonably  be  imputed  to  their  great  need  of  being  often 
prayed  for,  their  wants  being  great  and  many,  and  their  temptations 
many  through  their  great  abundance  :  which  might  likewife  unhappily 
occafion  their  defire,  that  the  Prayer  for  them,  and  their  Curats  (  for 
fo  they  are  wont  to  interpret, Paflors  and  Miniflers  of  the  Church )  might 
have  the  precedency  of  the  Prayer  of  th zLords  of  the  Council  and  all  the 
Nobility .  Thus  much  (  by  the  way)  concerning  the  Letany ,  the  Head 
Quarters  of  the  Service-Bool^y  where  the  higheft  ftraines  of  Devotion, 
that  rule  here, are  fuppofed  to  lodge  and  refide.  That  they  fo  much  ad¬ 
mire  it  who  are  fo  deep  in  love  with  it,  needs  be  no  mans  admiration. 
It  is  a  riming  Proverb  (  I  fuppofe  )  of  the  fame  race  and  defeent  with 
the  Book  it  felf  • 

Si  quis  am  at  ranamy  ranam  put  at  effe  Dtanamt 

One  filly  Frog  who  dotes  in  love,  will  fwear, 

Diana  s  beauty  fhincth  not  more  clear. 

I  have  at  (  prefent  )  taken  notice  only  of  a  few  of  the  deformed  li¬ 
neaments  in  the  face  of  it ;  in  my  furvey  of  it,  I  difeovered  many 
more  .*  butthofe  mentioned  I  judge  competent  to  break  the  fnare, 
which  the  zealous  and  importune  commendations  of  it  by  fome>  who 
have  (  moft  unworthily)  enflaved  themfelvcs  in  Devotion  to  it, may 
prove  unto  others,  who  (haply)  would  be  more  enclinable  to  worfhip 
God  purely,  and  with  acceptation,  were  not  this  uncouth  Form  of 
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Devotion  with  fwelling  words  of  vanity  obtruded  on  them.  Never 
was  there  ( I  verily  believe)  a  Liturgie,  or  piece  of  any  Liturgie,  of 
fo  wild  and  barbarous,  of  fo  mifhapen,  odd  and  difordered  a  contri¬ 
vance,  that  ever  prefumed  to  look  the  world  in  the  face  •  or  at  leail, 
that  was  gloried  over  at  the  tenth  part  of  that  rate,  at  which  fo  many 
men  of  commendable  parts,  learning,  and  undemanding  othciwife, 
make  boaft  of  the  Englijh  Letany.  The  Apoftlcs  cxpoftulatory  quefti- 
on  to  the  Galatians,  might  be  very  feafonably  put  to  them  at  this  turn, 

Ti*u  oc*  <nt&vi,Gal.  3*1. 

We  now  return  to  the  purfuit  of  our  main  undertaking,  where  we 
brake  off  from  it  upon  occahon  of  that  divcrficn,  with  which  the  Read¬ 
er  hath  been  made  acquainted.  We  had  proceeded  fo  far  in  afl'erting 
it,  as  the  incommunicable  Prerogative  of  God,  to  appoint  and  enjoyn 
his  own  Worfhip,  that  there  remained  nothing  of  what  was  further 
intended  herein,  but  only  the  fatisfying  of  fuch  Arguments,  or  preten¬ 
ces,  by  which  this  Prerogative  of  God  is  attempted  to  be  overthrown* 
by  entitling  men  to  a  right  of  power  to  impofe  Worfhip  of  their  own 
preferibing,  as  Will  as  He* 

Pirfl,  The  examples  of  the  godly  Kings  in  Jttda,  as  of  David ,  Afa , 
Jeho(hafhat,Hez,ek}ahyJofiah,&c.  interpofing  and  impofing,rn  Religi¬ 
ous  affairs,  arc  frequently  imployed  for  the  jiillification  of  the  impo- 
fition  of  Forms  of  Worfhip  by  the  ChriQian  Magiftrate,  and  this  under 
very  grievous  mul£fs  and  penalties,  at  this  day.  I  anlwcr,  they  may 
be  imployed  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  and  yet  to  very  little  or  no  purpofc  at 
all.  For, 

1,  Thefe  Kings  had  holy  Prophets  amongft  them,  immediately  in- 
fpired  by  God,  who  from  time  to  time,  upon  all  occafions,  were  fent 
unto  them  with  the  mind  of  God  in  their  mouths,  i  Sam ♦  22.  y„ 
2  Sam.  7-4>f.  &  12.  i#  2  Kings  19.  2,  <5,  7,  &c.  2  Chron.  iy.  1,  2. 
&  18.  7,  18,  See.  and  19.  2.  and  20.  14,  iy,  &C.  and  2y.  7,  8,  9, 
15,  and  26.  y.  and  34.21,22,2 3,  &c.  Whereas  Magistrates  in 
thefe  da  yes  have  no  fuch  internmeij  between  God,  and  them,  infalli¬ 
bly  to  declare  his  mind  unto  them  in  difficult  cafes. 

2.  They  had  the  mouth  of  God  himfelf  alwayes  near  unto  them  by 
ttrim  and  Thummm by  confulting  by  thefe  ,  they  might  know  his 
mind  in  all  cafes  of  concernment,  and  be  refolvcd  in  all  their  doubts, 
without  any  danger  of  miftake.  See  and  compare,  Nnm-  27,21.  and 
1  Sam.  23 .  2,  4,  9.  and  30. 7 .and  2 8.6.  Surplice  and  Lawn-flecves  are 
not  Urim  and  Thummim. 

However  the  faid  Kings  incerpofed  with  their  Authority  in  mat¬ 
ters 


ters  of  Religion,  yet  they  never  impofed  upon  their  People  any  new 
Form  of  Worfhip,  either  of  their  own  or  other  mens  deviling  :  but  on 
the  contrary  ftill  interdi&ed  and  prohibited  all  fuch  kinds,  methods, 
and  manners  of  Woifhip  which  were  of  Humane  Invention,  as  being 
provoking  in  the  fight  of  God,  defacing,  abolishing,  and  deftroying 
all  their  accoutrements,  and  wbatfoever  was  relating  unto  fuch  Wor¬ 
ship,  either  in  a  way  of  allurement  or  provocation,  or  of  fubferviency 
in  any  kind;  yea,  they  fpaied  not  the  Piiefts  themfelves,  the  Grand 
Promoters  of  this  Worfhip,  but  did  feverc  execution  upon  them  alfo, 
i  Kings  13.2.  compared  with  2  Kings  23.  20.  and  2 Chron.  34.  5. 
Now  then  to  reafon  thus ;  The  Kings  of  Jnda  had  power  to  enjoyn  the 
Worfhip  of  God  appointed  and  commanded  by  God  himfelf,  and  to 
abolifh  all  other  kinds  of  Worfhip  of  a  Forreign  and  Humane  extradii¬ 
on  :  Therefore  Chrijlian  Magiftiates  have  a  right  of  Power  to  appoint 
and  in joyn  what  Forms  or  Kinds  of  Woifhip  they  pleafe,  whether  they 
be  prescribed  and  appointed  by  God  or  no  ;  to  reafon  thus  (I  fay  ) 
plainly  argueth,  that  men  have  taken  fome  bribe,  or  other,  to  blind 
the  eyes  of  their  minds  and  underftandings. 

4.  Whatfoever  was  done  by  the  godly  Kings  of  Jttda  in  matters  of 
Religion, was  plainly  commanded  by  God  himfelf  in  the  Law  of  Mojes: 
in  what  they  did  upon  this  account,  they  neither  added  to,  nor  took 
from  his  Word.  See  Exod.  23.  24.  Bent.  7.  y.  and  12.  2,  3.  Exod . 
34.  13.  And  for  the  Commands  of  God,  relating  unto  his  external 
•  Worfhip,  and  to  theprefervation  hereof  in  purity, which  were  deliver¬ 
ed  unto  the  Jem >  other  than  fuch  which  the  Law  and  Light  of  Nature 
alfo  teacheth  (which  were  not  many,  if  any  in  this  kind  )  are  not  on¬ 
ly  not  oblieging  upon  any  other  Nation,  but  are  no  fufficient  Warrant 
unto  any  topradhfe,  or  put  in  execution,  the  things  commanded  in 
them.  One  reafon  whereof,  may  be,  becaufe  they  were  given  unto  the 
Jews  with  fpecial  reference  unto  the  counfel  and  defign  of  God  in,  and 
about  that  Nation  and  People,  and  are  not  ferviceable  for  any  defign, 
which  at  this  day  he  hath  on  foot,  in,  or  about  any  Nation  in  the 
#  World  ;  as  (  for  inftance  )  to  make  any  of  them  tyfically  holy .  I  fup- 
pofe  that  no  confidering  man  will  affirm,  that  thole  Laws,  or  Com¬ 
mands,  laid  down,  Dent.  13.  y.  andv.  8,  9,  10.  and  v.  15,  16,  17. 


which  were  as  effe&ually  binding  unto  the  Jews ,  and  their  Rulers,  as 
any  Moral  Precept,  will  juftifie  in  thele  dayes  any  Nation  or  Magi- 
ftrate,  that  (hall  do  the  things  contained  in  them.  So  then,  that  the 
godly  Kings  of  Jnda  did  that  in  matters  of  Religion,  lawfully,  yea  or 
commendably, which  they  were  by  God  commanded  to  do,  is  only  a 
prevaricating  Argument,  to  prove,  that  Chrijlian  Magiftrates  may  do 
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that>  cither  commend  ably,  or  lawfully  in  matters  of  the  fame  concern¬ 
ment,  which  God  hith  not  commanded  them. 

y.  When  thefc  Kings  did  command  the  obfeivation  of  thofevery 
things  by  the  People,  which  God  himfelf  had  commanded  them  in  his 
Law,  the  People,  (  at  leaft  fuch  as  feared  God,  and  beft  underftood 
themfelves  among  them  )  did  not  fo  much  mind  the  Kings  Authority 
in  commanding  them,  as  the  Gcmmand  of  God  himfelf  concerning 
them.  When  that  good  King  Jofiah  made  a  Covenant  before  the  Lord , 
to  walk  after  the  Lord  and  keep  his  Commandments ,8>CC.  and  caufed  all  that 
were  prejent  of  Jerufalem  and  Benjamin,  to  fland  to  it,  it  is  exprefly 
faid,  That  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  did  according  to  the  Covenant  of 
Gody  the  God  of  their  Fathers  •  implying,  that  it  Was  the  Covenant  or 
Commandment  of  God  for  the  doing  of  thofe  things,  which  the  King 
caufed  them  to  promife  they  would  do,  which  principally  moved  them 
to  that  obedience  which  they  yeelded  unto  them,  and  not  the  moti¬ 
on,  or  (  if  we  will  not  be  content  without  more  than  is  due  )  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  King.  2  Chron ♦  34.  3  1,  32. 

6.  The  Kings  we  fpake  of,  were  Types  of  Chrifly  who  was  as  well  a 
Prophet,  as  a  King  :  and  in  this  refpeft  it  was  proper  for  them  to  take 
care  of,  and  to  interpofe  in,  matters  relating  to  the  Worfhipof  God, 
afwell  as  to  the  Civil  Government.  But  ftnee  Chrifl's  coming  in  the 
Belli, types  either  in  perfons,or  in  things, have  no  place  in  the  Church* 
So  that  to  veft  a  power  of  regulating  and  ordering  the  Worfhipof  God 
in  Chrijlian  Kings,  is  to  make  them  Types  of  Chrifly  and  confequently 
to  deny,  that  Chrift  is  come  in  the  fiedu  Upon  the  like  account  the 
High  Priefts  among  the  Jewsy  being  aifo  Types  of  Chrifly  who  was  as 
well  a  King  as  a  Prieft,  the  better  to  anfwer  and  fill  their  relation  to 
their  Great  Anti-type,  were  admitted  by  God  into  part  and  fcllowfhip 
of  the  Civil  Government.  But  for  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel  to  admit 
of  politick  inveftitures,  or  to  accept  or  exercife  any  Civil  Power,  is  to 
Judatz,eytnd  to  deny  him  that  bought  them,  to  be  as  yet  come  into  the 
World.  But  that  the  Kings  of  Judah  were  Types  of  Chrifly  is  evident, 
and  withal  generally  acknowledged  in  the  perfons  of  the  two  fiift  of 
that  race,  which  was  in  fpecial  manner  appointed  by  God  to  fit  upon 
that  Throne,  David  and  Solomon  :  and  there  is  little  reafon  to  queftion 
the  fame  relation  in  the  reft,  confidering  that  they  aifo  were  Heads 
overche  fame  typical  Nation,  and  excrcifed  the  fame  Bipartite  power 
in  governing  it,  which  the  other  did  ;  not  to  add  that  they  were  aifo  in 
their  Loyns,  when  they  a&ed  in  the  typical  relation  mentioned,  and 
fo  in  a  fence  (frequently  owned  in  the  Scripture  )  were  that,  and  did 
that,  which  they  ( their  fore-fathers)  were,  and  did. 
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7.  The  Nation  and  People  over  which  thefe  Kings  reigned, were  de- 
figned,  and  accordingly  prepared  and  fitted  by  God,  to  be  made  a  Na¬ 
tion  and  People  typically  holy  ;  that  is,  prefignificant,  or  pre-ftgurative, 
by  and  in  their  external  and  ceremonial  Holinefs  and  Conformity  to 
the  Worship  of  God  then  prefcribed  unto  them,  of  the  real  fandity 
and  holinefs,  as  well  inward  as  outward, which  was  to  be  found  in  Chri- 
ftian  Churches,  and  in  the  People  of  God  under  the  Gofpel.  This 
typical  c onfideration  of  the  Nation  of  the  Jewsy  is  more  then  overrul’d 
or  fparingly  intimated  in  the  Scriptures  :  The  Apofile  Paul  plainly  af- 
ferteth  it,  where  he  faith,  For  we  [Chriftians  and  true  Believers]  arc 
the  Circumcifion  [that  is,  the  People  prefigured  by  thofc  that  were  cir- 
cumcifed,  meaning  the  Jews ;  the  Anti-type  being  often  expreffed  by 
thenameof  the  Type,  as  %om.  1.28,29.  Jer. 30.9.  £*,^.34.23,24, 
&  37.24,2^.  ^.11.14.  &  ij.2.  Heb.  13.10.  Rev. 2.9.  &  with 
others]  which  worjhip  God  in  the  Spirit ,  and  rejoyce  in  Chrift  Jefusy  &c. 
Philip. 3.3.  See  further  to  this  purpofe,  iPet. 2. 9.  and  what  Expor¬ 
ters  generally, and  more  efpecially  the  Dutch  Annotators  write  hereon. 
Now  to  order  this  N  ation  fo,that  it  might  ferve  the  Counfel  of  God  in 
its  typical  Relation  fpecified,  upon  the  better  and  more  fignificant 
terms,  it  was  neceffary  that  by.  a  ftrong  hand,  and  by  the  Authority  and 
Power  of  their  chief  Rulers,  they  (hould  be  kept  in  a  Conformity  to 
theLawof  God  concerning  his  Worfhip  (efpecially)  and  not  fuffered 
(as  far  as  might  be)  to  corrupt  themfelves  with  any  falfe  Worfhip,  or 
by  going  a  whoring  after  any  ftrange  God.  And  it  was  the  rather  ne- 
ceffarythat  they  fhould  be  thus  retrained  from  polluting  themfelves: 
with  Idolatry  in  any  kind,  becaufe  they  were  (more  generally)  excef- 
fively  prone  to  break  out  in  this  way  of  finning,  and  had  many  temp¬ 
tations  from  the  Nations  round  about  them,  to  entice  and  provoke 
them  accordingly  ;  the  means  of  Grace  (in  the  mean  time)  by  which 
men  are, contrary  to  their  finful  propenfions,  drawn  to  Jove.  8c  fear, sni 
cleave  faft,and  dole  unto  God,  being  but  very  fparingly,  and  by  leant' 
meafures,  in  refpedt  of  Gofpel-allowance,  vouchfafed  unto  them.  Now 
then,  there  being  nothing  of  all  this  long  fiory,  belonging  unto,  or 
found  in  Chriftian  Churches,  who  live  under  Chriliian  Kings,  but  all 
things  contrary  or  oihcnvife  ,  it  is  very  importune,  and  againft  the: 
grain  of  all  reafon,  to  fubjed' thefe  Churches  unto  thefe  Kings  upon' 
the  fame  terms  on  which  the  Church  or  Nation  of  the  Jews  was  by  God’ 
himfelf  fubjeded  under  theirs.  The  Rule  in  reafon  is,  Contrariorum > 
contraria  [ non  eadem ]  (tint  conjeepuentia  :  Contraries  have  Confequen- 
ces,  not  the  fame,  but  as  contrary  as  themfelves. 

8.  The. Kings  of  Judah  were  nominated  and  appointedby  God  him- 
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f elf  immediately  unto  this  Kingdom:  the  Throne  whereof  wasfetled 
by  him  upon  David  and  his  Pofterity,  as  an  heritage  for  ever,  (i  Sam. 
16.12.2  Sam.7.12.,16.  iiC/^.2.4.  dr  8.  2y.  and  clfewhere  :)  So 
that  though  the  People  accepted  them  [refpe&ively  and  fuccelTivcly] 
for  their  King*,  and  inverted  them  with  their  Eniigns  of  Royalty,  and 
fo  are  faid  to  have  made  them  Kings  ;  yet  their  Right  and  Title  to  the 
Kingdom,  was  given  unto  them  by  God  without  the  People,  and  before 
they  had  declared  their  acceptance  or  owning  of  them.  Now  then,  as 
they  were  Kings  extraordinarily  called  by  God,  without  any  depen- 
dance  upon,  or  mediation  of  the  People  by  their  election  unto  the 
Throre  :  fo  their  Authority  and  Power  were  in  an  extraordinary  way 
alfo,  and  by  an  unufual  line,  meafured  and  fet  out  unto  them.  For  as 
God,  when  he  unbareth  his  Arm,  and  worketh  Miracles,  is  obferved  in 
fuch  works  as  thefe,  to  exceed  that  rate  of  Perfection  at  which  he  work¬ 
eth  in  the  ordinary  and  Handing  courfe  of  his  Providence,  and  in  con¬ 
junction  with  inferiour  and  fecond  Caufes,  (many  fair  overtures,  if 
not  full  proofs  whereof, the  Scripture  affordeth  us,  and  the  reafon  like- 
wife  of  the  thing,  is  not  far  of,  although  we  (hall  not  now  touch  it  :  ) 
So  likewife  when  he  giveth  Authority  and  Power  unto  Kings  and  Prin¬ 
ces  immediately  by  himfelf,  it  is  very  reafonablc  to  conceive  that  he 
giveth  it  by  a  larger  meafure,then  when  he  imparts  and  communicats  it 
by  the  People :For,as  obferving  the  courfc  of  Nature, he  cannot  caufe  a 
Sheep  to  bring  forth  a  Lion,  although  by  his  unlimittcd  Power  he  is  a- 
ble  to  create  a  Lion  of  what  ftature,  and  ftrength,  and  fiercenefs  he 
pleafeth  :  So  when  he  joyneth  himfelf  with  the  People  in  deriving  Au¬ 
thority  and  Power  unto  Kings  (which  he  always  doth,  when  he  ufeth 
their  mediation  in  the  eleCion  of  Kings)  he  can  derive  no  more  of 
thefe  unto  them,  then  what  is  competent  for  the  People  to  derive  with 
him  ;  yea,  no  more  then  what  he  maketh  the  People  willing  as  well  as 
able  to  derive  with  him  :  However,  (as  hath  been  faid)  if  he  pleafeth 
to  make  Kings  immediately,  of  and  by  himfelf,  without  the  People,  he 
may  invert  them  with  what  proportion  of  both  he  pleafeth.  So  then, 
the  meafurc  or  proportion  of  Authority  and  Power  which  was  verted 
by  Godin,  and  accordingly  exercifed  by  the  Kings  of  Judah,  is  no 
Heady  ground  whereon  to  warrant  the  fame  proportion  or  meafure  unto 
Chrirtian  Kings.  The  reafon  hereof  hath  been  expreffed  already  $ 
namely,  becaufe  no  King  of  this  denomination  received  his  call  unto 
his  Royal  Dignity  im  nediately  from  God,  as  thofe  Kings  received 
theirs  ;  but  all  of  them  mediante  Populo,  mediately  by  and  from  the 
People:  and  confequently  can  have  no  other,  no  more,  or  greater 
Power  then  what  is  or  was  inherently  in  the  People,  and  lawful  for 
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them  to  part  with  unto  them.  And  certain  it  is,  that  noperfoncan 
lawfully  or  reafonably  give  a  power  unto  any  man  to  regulate  his  Con- 
fcience  about  the  Woilhip  of  God,  as  he  pleafeth  ;  himlelf  having  no 
power  in  this  kind,  but  onely  to  regulate  it  according  to  the  Will  and 
Commandment  of  God.  Neither  had  the  Kings  of  Judah  themfelves 
any  fuch  power  as  this  given  unto  them  by  God,  as  hath  been  formerly 

(And  laftly)  Notwithstanding  all  the  great-power  they  had  from 
God,  yet  when  any  of  thefe  Kings  did  caufe  their  People  to  enter  in¬ 
to  a  lleliaious  Covenant  or  Oath,  they  did  it  not  ajgainft  the  wills,  no 
nor  without  the  confent  of  their  People ;  yea,  theie  were  as  forward 
and  adtive in  thebufinefs  as  the  Kings  themfelves:  And  they  [King 
Af*,  with  the  generality  or  Body  of  his  People,  as  appears  from  the 
Context,  both  fubfequent  and  preceding]  entered  into  a  Covenant  to  feek. 
the  Lord  God  of  their  Fathers ,  with  all  their  heart ,  and  with  all  their  font  ; 
That  whomever  would  not  feekjhe  Lord  God  of  J[rael,fhouldbe  put  to  death, 
whether  [mall  or  great ,  whether  man  or  woman .  And  they  fware  unto  the 
Lord  with  a  loud  voice ,  and  with  (houting ,  and  with  Trumpet s,  and  with 
Cornets .  And  ALL  Judah  rejoy ced  at  the  Oath  :  for  they  had  fworn  with 
alltheir  heart,  &c.2.Chron. iy.12,13,14,15.  So  that  the  King  impd- 
fed  nothing  upon  the  People,  but  what  they  moft  freely,  yea  moft  joy¬ 
fully  impofed  upon  themfelves.  And  that  is  obfervable  by  the  way, 
that  there  is  no  other  penalty  or  punilhmenr  any  where  threatned  a- 
oainll  any  tranfgreffor  of  any  Order,  Edi<ft,  or  Impofition,  concern¬ 
ing  Reli°ion,  or  the  Worfhip  and  Service  of  God,  published  by  any 
of3the  faid  good  Kings,  either  with  or  without  their  People,  but  one- 
lv  that  of  death]  which  is  the  punifhment  exprefly  commanded  by 
Godhimfelf  to  be  inflidfed  in  fuch  cafes  ;  I  mean  upon  Idolaters  law¬ 
fully  convicted,  2,3,4,  y, 5.)  Yea,  Jehofaphat  would  not  fo 

much  as  appoint  Singers  unto  the  Lord  to  go  before  the  Army ,  without  con* 
(ultation  Bril  had  with  the  People  about  it^C/?™#.  20.21.  See  alio  con¬ 
cerning  Hez,ekiabsZ Chro.  30.2,4, 5  ♦They  who  would  compell  the  good 
Kin°sof  Judah  to  inveft  Chriftian  Magistrates  with  their  power,  in 
matters  of  Religion,  do  very  unworthily  in  retraining  them  from  in- 
ftrudina  thefe  Magistrates  by  their  worthy  Examples  in  and  about  the 
exercifc  of  this  power.  But  I  truft  that  from  henceforth  thefe  good 
Kings  will  be  innocent  from  the  great  offence  of  Brengchning  the  hand 
of  chriftian  Magiftrates  in  opprefting  the  Confciences  of  their  good 
Subjects  with  penal  Impofitions  in  matters  of  Religion. 

Standby  Some  plead.  That  God  hath  admitted  Cafar  (the  Chriftian 
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Cafar)  into  part  and  fcllow/hip  with  himfclf  in  matter*  of  his  Wor~ 
(hip,  fofar,  as  with  the  advice  of  hi*  Spiritual  Senators,  (hi*  Lord- 
Bifhops)  to  make  what  by- Laws  in  matters  of  this  nature,  he  pieafetb* 
and  to  impofe  any  Form,  one  or  more,  of  Divine  Worfhip,  upon  hi* 
Subjedh,  under  what  Penalties  he  thinks  fit ;  fo  that  the  Worfhip 
impofed  in  thefc  Forms  be  confonant  to  the  Word  of  God.  Thefe* 
men  would  fain  incorporate  this  notion  into  the  Body  of  our  Faith, 
That  the  things  of  Cafar  would  othcrwife  be  too  narrow  and  inconfide- 
rable,  for  a  Perfon  of  fo  auguft  and  facred  an  inveftiture,  unlefs  it  be 
fuppofcd  that  the  Almighty  giveth  unto  him  the  right  hand  of  Fcllow- 
fhip  in  ordering  the  Affairs  of  his  Worfhip,  in  forming  and  reforming,, 
in  changing  and  altering  it  at  his  pieafure  ;  yea,  and  inpunifhing  with 
great  feveiity,  thofe  that  (hall  not  bow  down  to  his  prefent  eftablifh- 
ment,  whatever  it  be. 

Although  the  fpiiic  of  this  plea  hath  been  quenched  already,  yet  let 
us  take  the  pains  to  draw  a  little  more  water  to  calf  upon  it.  There 
fore, 

x*  The  Matters  of  this  Plea,  in  pleading  the  Caufe  of  their  Tythes*, 
often  make  ufe  of  an  Emblem ,  which  though  colourable  onely  for  that 
fervice,  will  be  of  a  real  accommodation  here  :  The  Eagle  fetting  her 
Neff  on  fire,,  and  fo  deftroying  her  young  ones,  with  a  burning  Coal,, 
which  fluck  (though  fhe  minded  it  not)  to  the  piece  of  Flefh  that  fhe 
had  facriiegioufly  fnatch’d  from  off  the  Altar,  and  carried  toher.Nelf,. 
upon  which  the  difaffer  happened  ;  is  an  apt  Rcfemblancc  of  thofe 
Calamities  U  Judgements  which  fooner  or  later  fall  upon  the  Houfes 
and  Families  of  fuch  Kings  and  Princes  and  Grandees  of-  the  World, 
who  intrench  upon  the  Quarters  of  Him  whofe  Name  is  and 

cannot  be  content  withouc  being  adored  as  Domini  utrittfqHe  Secttli ,  as 
having  Dominion  over  the  things  of  both  Worlds.  If  men  will  pie- 
fume  to  fet  their  polls  too  near  unto  the  pofts  of  God,  he  will  upwiifc. 
them  again,,  and  burn  them  with  fire*  Instances  hereof  may  be. found 
in -  the  premifes.  But,. 

2.  1 1  never  yet  was, .  nor  (mofhcertainly  )  ever  will  be  proved,  ei¬ 
ther  from  the  Scriptures,  or  from  any  Principle  of  found  Reafon,  that 
Kings  or  Magiftrates  are  by.  God  joyned  in  Commiffton  with  himfelf, , 
to  impofe  Models  or  Forms  of  Worfhip,  fuch  as  they  pleafe  [onely 
with  this  Condition^  That  they  think-cr  fuppofethcmi  to  be  agreeable, 
to  the  Scriptures]  upon  their  fclloWeCreatures,.  (the  Sons  and  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  Men)  yea,. upon,  fuch  Perfonswho  in  all  likelihood,,  and  accor- 
diing’  experience; in  Tike  cafes*,  knaw^aivd  undciftand  the  mind  i 
nd  will  of,  God  concerning,  his  Woifliip,  machn  mose-  peife&ly  j  then  • 
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themfelves;  yea,  and  whom  God  hath  commiffioned  to  teach  and  in- 
ftrud  them  in  his  Worfhip  and  Service  [ I  mean  the  faithful,  able,  and 
learned  Miniders  of  the  Gofpel.]  But  this  Nail  hath  already  been 
hammered  diffidently. 

3.  As  for  thofe  Spiritual  Senators,  mentioned  in  the  Argument  by 
the  name  of  Lord  Bijbops,  without  whole  advice  theCommilfion  gran¬ 
ted  to  Kings  and  Magidrates  (as  is  pretended)  tommpire  the  Woi/hip 
of  God,  is  (itfeems)  fuperfeded  ;  the  Scripture  is  fofar  from  authori¬ 
zing  or  appointing  them  to  beAffidants  or  Advifers  unto  Kings  and 
Magidrates,  in  or  about  the  execution  of  fuch  a  CommilTion,  that  it 
taketh  no  knowledge  of  any  fuch  Generation  of  Men,  unlefsit  be  to 
fhut  the  door  againd  them,  that  they  might  not  get  into  the  world, 
(cJ^r.20.2y,2d.)  though  fince  they  have  committed  Burglary,  and 
broke  open  this  door,  and  ate  gotten  in  the  Houfe  of  God,  to  the  great 
anoyance  and  didurbance  of  the  peace  of  it.  The  Scripture  maketh 
mention  onely  of  one  in  thofe  days,  who  did  (3  John  9.) 

vvifh,  or  defire,  to  be  a  Lord-Bifhop;  vvhofe  character  was,  that  he 
would  not  luffer  faithful  Miniders  of  the  Gofpel  in  the  Church,  no  not 
the  z/fpoft/e  himfeif,  who  vvasfo  peculiarly  loved  by  Chrid,  but  prated 
againft  him  with  malicious  words.  And  to  me  it  is  the  fird-born  amongd 
many  Arguments ,  that  fuch  a  kind  of  Officers  in  the  Church,  as  thefe 
men  pretend  themfelves  to  be,  were  never  intended  by  the  Lord 
Chrifl  ;  namely,  that  neither  by  Chiid  himfeif,  nor  by  any  of  his  Apo- 
.  dies, he  hath  given  any  name  whereby  the  Church  fhould  know  or  call 
them,  or  didinguifh  them  from  others*  It  oppofeth  all  the  believing 
faculties  of  my  Soul,  to  think  that  Chrid  fhould  either  forget  or  neg- 
led  to  mention  the  prime  and  Head-Officers  of  his  Church, ^as  our  Bi- 
fhops  (fo  called)  conclude  themfelves  to  be ;  and  as  indeed  they  are, 
if  they  be  any  at  all)  by  an  appropriate  and  didind  name,  whenas  he 
hath  provided  and  given  fuch  names  unto  thofe  that  are  edeemed  fub- 
ordinate  and  inferiour  to  them,  as  PaJlors}  Teachers ,  and  Deacons.  For 
thofe  Apocryphal  Officers  we  fpeak  of,  have  facrilegioufly  robb’d  thole 
true  Officers  of  the  Church,  Paftors  and  Teachers ,  of  the  name  Bijhopj 
which  was  given  in  common  unto  them  ;  and  hiving  alter’d  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  Divine  Confecration  of  it,  have  fandified  and  devoted 
it  unto  themfelves,  led  being  xva>vvfjto\y  without  a  name,  they  fhould 
be  found  x alfo,  fpurious  and  illegiti  nate.  Belides ,  as  Chrid 
left  fuch  Officers  no  name,  fo  neither  hath  he  left  them  any  work.  For 
he  fufficiently  provided  for  all  the  fpiritual  occafionsof  his  Church  in 
all  Ages,  by  thofe  Officers  whom  the  Apodle  exprefly  nameth,  Ephef. 
4*n.  Read  this  verfe,  with  the  three  next  following,  and  you  will  find 
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the  Bifhop  to  be  a  Fupeifluous,  and  very  impertinent  Officer,  in, and 
for  the  Church.  But  as  being  leftjby  Chrift  w ithottt  a  name,  they  made 
t  difhoneft  drift  (  as  we  have  heard)  to  get  one:  fo  being  left  without 
workalfo,  they  found  out  an  imployment  likewife  for  themielves; 
as  namely,  to  ferve  the  Church  with  indifferent  [that  is,  with  imperti¬ 
nent,  and  needlefs]  things,  with  a  few  harmlefs  Ceremonies  [  lenitaue 
verbi  trityitiam  rei  mitl^ante]  as  Tippits,and  Rochets, Caps  and  Hoods, 
Black  Gowns  and  White  Surplices,  Croffings  and  Cringings,  Stand¬ 
ings  up,  and  Kneelings  down,  with  feveral  others  of  the  like  profound 
calculation  :  all  which  both  joyntly,  and  feverally,  are  as  effectual 
and  proper  to  build  up  the  Church  in  Unity,  Love,  and  Peace,  as  the 
confufion  of  Tongues  was  to  promote  the  building  of  the  Tower  of  Ba¬ 
bel ,  and  the  poyfon  of  Afps  to  nourith  and  preierve  the  natural  Life 
of  Man.  As-  for  their  imployment  about  Ordination,  which  together 
with  their  Name  and  Title  of  B/foop,  they  have  injurioufly  wrelied  out 
of  the  hand  of  thofe  true  Officers  of  Chrift ,  Paflors  and  Teachers  (  with 
their  refpective  Congregations)  this  takes  up  fo  little  of  their  time, 
and  fo  feldom  engageth  them,  that  had  they  not  found  themielves 
other  work,  which  might  ialf  all  the  year  long,  and  fo  fill  up  the  void 
fpaces  between  Ordination  and  Ordination  (  which  the  management 
of  Ceremonies,  as  they  trouble  themfelves,  and  others  about  them, 
doth  )  the  inconfiderablenefs  of  their  work  would  have  rendred  their 
importune  and  loud  claim  of  grandure  and  great  things  in  the  Church, 
very  obnoxious.  Therefore  (certainly)  that  kind  of  Officer  we  fpeak 
of,  having  neither  Name,  nor  Work  in  the  Chuich,alfigned  unto  him 
by  Chrifl)  was  not  deligned  by  him  to  any  part  or  fellowlhip  with  thofe 
thu  bear  Office  here. 

4*  There  was  a  generation  of  men  in  the  world,  who  were  wont  to 
make  tbe  Kingglad  with thtir  rvicbjdnefsy  and  the  Princes  mih  their  liesy 
3,  It  our  Lord  Btfbops  be  not  the  feivantsof  this  impiety,  the 
wot  id  is  uncharitable,  and  the  thing  it  felf  next  to  a  miracle.  For  they 
lie  under  greater  temptations, to  enfnare  them  in  this  kind, than  flefh 
and  blood  (ordinarily)  is  wifling.to  refill.  And  thedefiresof  the  great 
things  of  the  world,  u-nto  which  they  are  advanced,  (  for  thefe  things- 
are  not  wont  to  be  found  of  thofe  that  feek  them  not  )  proclaim  them 
to  be  no  migh  ty  men  of  valour  to  .re lift  temptations.  Therefore  in  this  * 
xefpe&alfo  they  are  not  competent  to  make  ^dvifers  unto  Kings  or 
Rulersin  any  their  confukations  about  forming  or  fetting.  forth .  the 
Worfhip  of  God.  *T ejfomum ger.m  -Confiliarior am  Adulatores*  , 

5; .  The  .Worfhip  of  God  being  of  avmoft  tender  refentment  with •? 
who*  truly  know  and. fear  him,  and  tremble  to  offend  him,  thefe 
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men  being  violent  and  importune  obtruders  of  Forms  and  Ceremonies; 
are  the  mod  unfit  men  in  the  world  to  be  called  untoCounfel,  when 
this  affair  is  to  come  under  confederation. 

6  Concerning  the  pretended  narrowncfsof  the  Authority  and  Pow¬ 
er  of  Kings,  in  cafe  they  fhould  be  confined  within  a  Politique  fphere> 
and  not  ftrctch  themfelves  unco  Spiritual  things  alfo  :  I  anfwer ; 
i.  That  God  underftandech  better  than  the  wiled  of  men,  whac  mea- 
fure,  or  degree  of  Power  maketh,.  both  the  mod  commodious,  and 
the  mod  comely  proportion  for  any  man  :  amd  (doubtlefs)  unto 
whomfoever  he  giveth  ic,  in  this  proportion  he  giveth  ir4  Therefore 
for  any  man  to  call  that  narrow,  or  unmeet ,  which  God  in  his  Word 
judgeth  large  enough,  and  comely,  is  an  unfavoury  prefumption.  Are 
our  weights  and  meafures  better,  or  more  exsef*  than  his  ?  2.  I  be¬ 

lieve  that  Kings  and  Princes  would  find  full  imployment  for  their  Au¬ 
thority  and  Power,  within  their  Politick  fphears  ( relpc&ively  )  work 
enough  to  fill  their  heads,  hearts  and  hands,  were  they  confcientioufVy 
intent  upon  what  God,  yea  and  their  own  honour,  comfort  and  peace, 
require  of  them  here.  But,  3.  (and  1  a  ft  1  y  for  this)  If  God  fhould 
allow  unto  Chriflian  Kings  and  Magidrates,  a  right  of  power  to  impofe 
Forms  of  Worfhip  upon  men,  he  fhould  allow  them  a  greater  power 
or  liberty  than  he  hath,  or  hath  judged  meet  to  leave  unto,  himfeif. 
For  if  Kings  may  impofe  Forms- of  Worfhip,  they  may  impofe,  one 
while  one,  and  when  they  pkafe,  another.  For  who,.,  or  whar,  Iln all 


binder  them  ?  For  if  God  hath  given  unto  them  a  giant  for  fuch  trn- 
policions,  doubtlefs  he  hath  not  limited,  or  confined  them  in  this  grant 
unto  one  Form  only  :  nor  hath  he  preferibed  any  one  Form  determi- 
nately,  which  it  fhall  be  lawful  forthem  to  impofe,  and  not  any  othe*»- 
Such  a  conceit  as  this,  never  (  I  fuppofe)  entred  into  any  of  thofe 
heads  which  belong  unto  the  hearts,  out  of  which  the  fad  Dochineof  • 
Impofuions  do  proceed.  Therefore  if  Kings  and  Magidrates  may  im¬ 
pofe,  their  Impofuions,  01  Forms  of  Worfhip  impofed,  may  be  as  nu¬ 
merous,  as  the  Idolatrous  Altars  of  Jfrael  were  of  old,  which  are  com-~ 
pared  to  heaps  [of  Bones,  gathered  up  and  laid  in  vowes]  in  the  farrows 
of  the  field.  Hof,  12. 1 1.  Yea,  if  they  ("hall  vary  and  change  their  Forms 
never  fo  often,  as  (fuppofe)  every  day  in  the  year,  efpecially  if 
they  fee  caufe  (  as  very  probably  they  may  if  they  look  narrowly  )  or 
fhall  imagine  or  think- they  fee  caufe >  fo  to  do,  who  can  juftly  reprove 
them  for  it  h  They  may  (in  Scripturephrafe)  (hake ,  not  the  Earth  only ,  - 
hut  alfo  Heaven^,  as  oft  as  they  pleafe  e-  they  may  diftmta-and  amui-e  - 
the  World  with  Mutations  and  Changes  in  the  Worfhip  of  God  With¬ 
out  end*  Whereas  God  himfeif  hath  given  fecuiicy  unto  the  .World, 

That. 


That  he  will  not  liter  the  terms  of  his  Woifhip  declared  in  the  Gof- 
pel,  or  ever  impofe  any  new  Model  or  Form  hereof  upon  the  children 
of  men,  vvhilft  the  World  ftandeth.  And  whereas  he  interpreted  this 
faying  of  his  ,  Tet  once  more  I  (hakj  not  the  Earth  only  ,  but  alfo 
Heaveny  in  the  notion  of  a  Promt fe ;  But  now  he  hath  PROMISED , 
faying,  dec.  (  Heb.  12.26.)  there  is  little  queftion  but  that  part  of 
the  Urace,  or  good  thing  here  fromlfed  ,  confifteth  in  this,  that  he  will 
once  more  [  only,  or,  but  onee  more~\  ( hake  the  Heavens  (thefe  reftri&ive 
pracicles,  but  only ,  &c .  being  frequently  omitted,  and  left  to  be  un¬ 
derwood  )  By  (baking  the  Heavens ,  he  meaneth  the  diffolving  or  re¬ 
moving,  the  prefent  external  frame  or  form  of  Religion,  or  of  his 
Woifhip,  together  with  the  great  commotions,  or  high  workings  in  the 
mindesand  confciences  of  men,  that  would  eDfue  hereupon.  But  e- 
nough  in  anfwer  to  the  lecond  Argument.. 

Ihirdljy  Some  plead  aloud,  and  with  no  fmall  confidence,  for  the 
joynt-intereft  of  the  ChrljHan  Magiftrate  with  God  himfelf,  in  impo- 
fing  Forms  of  Worfhip,  by  an  Argument  to  thiseftedt  :  That  which  is 
lawful, may  be  lawfully  commanded  or  impofed  by  theCivil Magiftrate: 
But  the  Woifhip  of  God  performed  by  ftinted  Forms,  if  thefe  be  con- 
fonant  to  the  Scriptures,  is  lawful  :  Therefore  fuch  Worfhip  as  this 
may  be  lawfully  impofed  by  the  Magiftrate.  To  both  Propofitions  I 
anfwer  in  their  order.  To  the  former, 

1 .  By  diftinguilRing,  and  explaining  in  what  fence,  and  how  far,  it 
is  to  be  admitted.  1.  It  is  not  lawful  for  the  Magiftrate  to  command 
very  many  things, which  may  notwithftanding  be  lawfully  done  by  thofe 
that  are  commanded.  A  fingle  man  may  lawfully  marry,  or  many  fuch 
or  fuch  a  mans  daughter,  but  the  Magiftrate  cannot  lawfully  command 
him  to  do  either  the  one  of  the  other.  So  a  man  may  lawfully  give  the 
one  half  of  his  goods  unto  the  poor,  as  Zacheus  did  ;  yet  the  Magi- 
ftrate  cannot  lawfully  impofe  this  upon  any  man.  Such  cafes  as  thefe 
are  without  number.  Therefore  it  is  but  a  lame  confequcnce  :  It  is 
lawful  for  a  man  to  pray,  or  wovfhip  God,  by  a  fet  Liturgie,  or  ftinted 
Form  of  Pcayer:  therefore  it  is  lawful  for  the  Magiftrate  to  impofe  this 
upon  him. 

2.  Some  things,  fimply,  and  indefinitely  confidered,  and  circum- 
ftances  fecluded,  may  be  lawful^ the  property  of  the  lawfulnefs  whereof 
may  be  altered  by  circumftances*  one,  or  more,  intervening.  It  is  a 
rule  approved  and  made  ufe  of  by  a  late  learned  Bifhop  of  this  Land  : 
Quod  licit um  eft  mutatur  ex  fuperveniente  caufa  •*  That  which  is  lawful 
may  be  changed, and  become  unlawfully  means  of  fome  circumftance 
coming  in  the  way,  and  lighting  on  it.  This  hath  been  explained*  and 
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argued  formeily.  Marriage  or  t  married  life,  (imply  and  in  it  fe If  con- 
fideied,is  lawful  for  men.  But  if  men  be  either  Eunuchs  from  the  womb, 
or  made  fuch  by  men  (  as  our  Saviour  fpeakcth  )  to  them  it  is  not  law¬ 
ful!  ;and  other  circumflanccs  befides  thefe,may  render  it  unlawful  unto 
others.  Stinted  Forms  of  Prayer,  in  themfelves,  unto  fome  men,  un¬ 
der  fome  circumftanccs  may  be  lawful,  yet  the  ufe  of  them,  especial¬ 
ly  the  conBant  ufe  of  them,  to  fome  other  men  may  be  unlawful;  as 
particularly  unto  thofe,  upon  whom  God  hath  poured  out  the  Spirit  of 
Prayer  upon  fuch  tcarms,  that  by  the  exercife  hereof  they  are  inab’ed 
to  glorifie  God, more  than  themfelves  (and  many  worthy  Minifters)arc 
by  their  gifts  of  preaching.  As  though  men  that  are  impotent  in  their 
limbs,  or  lame,  may  ufe  crutches  for  their  fupport,  or  relief  in  going. 
Yet  it  had  been  very  (inful  for  thofe,  who  by  the  fpecial  favour  and 
power  of  God,  were,  either  by  Chrifly  or  his  Apoflles,  perfectly  retto- 
red  unto  the  ufe  of  theisdimbs,  to  have  either  negle£cd,or  concealed, 
the  grace  of  God  vouchfafed  unto  them  in  that  kind,  by  walking  upon’ 
Crutches  afterwards  :  Yea,  it  had  been  unlawful  for  the  Council,  or 
anyMigiftrate,to  have  commanded  them  thus  to  do.So  thatchings  that 
are  (imply  and  in  themfelves  lawful ,  but  unto  fome  men  are,  and  un¬ 
to  others  may,  by  circumflances,  become  unlawful ,  cannor  lawfully  (by 
a  general  command  at  lead,  and  which  fhall  equally,  and  without  ex¬ 
ception,  exadiobedience  from  all  men)  be  commanded  by  the  Magi- 
Hrate:  andcontequently,  the  ufe  of  fet  Forms  of  Prayer,  though  law¬ 
ful  in  ir  felf,  cannot  lawfully  be  thus  commanded  by  him.. 

3.  (And  laflly,  for  the  Proportion  in  hand  )  Things  that  are  meer-- 
ly,  and  only  lawful  (  or  in  fuch  a  fence,  as  things  lawful ,  are  oppofed 
unto,  or  didinguifhsd  from  things  that  are  expedient  y  as  the  Apoftle 
himfelfoppoferh  rhem,  1  Cor,  6 . 12.  and  10.  23,  )  dcubclefs  are  not 
in  whole,  or  in  part,  the  objedtiof  the  Magiftrates  Authority,  nor  can- 
lawfully  becomminded  by  him.  Thereafon  is,  becaufe  the  Power  and  - 
Authority  of  a  Magiflrate  is  too  ferious,  folemn,  and  facred  an  Ordi¬ 
nance  of  God,  to  bulie  or  imploy  it  felf  about  trifles,  or  impertinen-- 
cies,  or  things  of  no  concernment  to  the  benefit,  or  good  of  thofe  un¬ 
der  him.  The  Apofllc  fpeaking  of  the  Magiftrate,  He  is  (faith- he)) 
the  Minifter  of  God  to  thee  for  GOOD  [that  is,  for  thy  gQodpxjhy  wealthy 
as  the  former  tranflation  had  it]  He  hath  no  Deputation, or  Commif-- 
(ion  from  God  to  ufe  his  Authority  or  Power  for  the  gratification  of  his  - 
own  humour,  pr  fancy*  as  by  trying  conclufions  upon  thee,  whether 
thou  wilt  obey-  him  mdoingTuchor  fuch  things  at  his  command, which  > 
have  no  reafonable  tendency,  either  to  hi s goody  or  thine,  ox  any  othen 
maQS#.  No,  the-tenourof  his  CommiifiOB  dngageth  him  to  imppfe only/ 
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fuch  things  upon  thee  by  his  Authority,  which  have  a  natural  and  di- 
re&  tendency  to  the  benefit  and  welfare  of  the  State  in  which  thou  li- 
veft,  and  confequently  to  thine  own.  He  cannot  lawfully,  nor  without 
the  manifeft  dilhonour  of  the  facred  Ordinance  of  Magifiracy,  com¬ 
mand  thee  to  pill  ftraws,  or  throw  ftones  againft  the  wind  :  which  ani¬ 
ons  notwithfianding  are  more  unquestionably  innocent  and  lawful  (in 
the  fence  explained)  then  the  ufing  of  thole  indifferent  things  called 
Ceremonies,  in  the  Worfhip  of  God  ;  and  of  as  much  conducemenc 
to  the  Publick  Good,as  they.  Therefore  it  is  fai  beneath  the  Sublime 
Dignity  of  the  Divine  Ordinance  of  Magifiracy,  to  iniereft  it  ielf  in 
commanding  either  the  one,  or  the  other. 

"2-ly ^  The  Minor  Propolition  was,  But  the  Worfhip  of  Cjod  performed  by 
flint ed  Liturgies,  ifthefe  be  confonant  to  the  Scriptures ,  .u  lawful .  This 
hath  been  already  weighed  in  the  Ballance,  and  found  light :  Yet  to 
givemeafure  heaped  up  ;  we  repeat,  and  a dde  (together) 

1.  In  that  fence  of  the  woid  lawful,  in  which  the  fame  word  muft 
be  taken  in  the  former  Propofition  to  make  that  payable  (as  it  was  late¬ 
ly  declared  and  diftinguilhed)  this  Propofition  is  to  be  denied.  For 
the  Worfhip  of  God  here  deferibed,  though  it  Should  be  admitted 
lawful  in  feme  fence,  or  with  reference  to  lome  perfons ;  yet  this  pro- 
veth  it  not  to  be  of  that  kind  of  things  lawful,  which  the  Magifirate 
hath  a  lawful  power  to  command,  especially  by  a  general  Command, 
and  which  he  intendeth  (hall  obliege  all  men.  It  hath  been  fhewed 
and  proved,  i.  That  there  are  many  things  lawful  to  be  performed  and 
done  by  many,  which  the  Magifirate  cannot  lawfully  command  them 
to  do.  And,  2.  '1  hat  fome  things  may  be  lawful  for  fome  men  to  do, 
which  are  not  lawful  for  all,  and  confequently  cannot  lawfully  be  com¬ 
manded  unto  all.  So  that  the  Syllogiim  is  fallacious  and  captious,  ha- 
V ,ng  four  teims  in  it,  (as  Logicians  fpeak)  infiead  of  three,  and  lo 
prove  tb  nothing,  cnleis  (haply)  the  intent  of  the  Author  to  de¬ 
ceive. 

2.  A  Liturgy  may  be  confonant  to  the  Scriptures  either  in  refpedt  of 
the  Matter  of  it,  or  of  the  Form,  or  inrefpedlof  both:  Nor  can  it 
in  truth  be  Paid  to  be  confonant  unto  them,  unlefs  it  accordeth  with 
them  in  both.  Our  great  Liturgy-Mzfteis,  in  their  Difcourfes  upon 
this  fubjedl,  and  pleadings  for  the  Service-Book,  feem  to  eftimate 
the  cotenancy  we  now  fpeak  of,  onely  by  the  Matter  of  the  Liturgy , 
not  bringing  the  Form  to  account  in  their  reckoning  this  wTay.  And 
(indeed)  in  reference  to  the  defence  of  their  Service-Book,  they  do 
very  providentially  and  prudently,  to  takc.no  notice  of  any  necefiity 
of  fuch  or  fuch  a  Form  in  a  Liturgy,  to  make  it  confonant  to  the  Scrip¬ 
tures 


'  (f?) 

tuies.  For  the  greateft  part  of  the  Mater  of  this  Book,  is  juftifiable 
enough  by  the  Scriptures :  and  for  thofe  pafiages  and  exprefftons  which 
arc°uilcy,  by  far-fetch’d  and  forc’d  interpretations,  and  by  authori¬ 
tative  wrangling*,  or  fome  femblablephrales,  or  fayings  found  in  fome 
counterfeit  or  fufpe&ed  Antiquity,  they  are  able  to  qualifie  (in  part) 
the  demerit  of  them.  But  the  Form  of  this  Book,  and  the  diipofition 
of  the  feveral  parts  of  the  matter  contained  in  it,  is  fo  rirangely  and 
darin°ly  extravagant  and  exorbitant  from  all  Patterns,  Methods  and 
Carriages  of  Prayer  or  Worfhip,  recorded  in  the  Scriptures,  that  I 
know  not  what  falve  they  are  able  to  find  out  for  the  grievous  fore  of 
this  fo  broad  and  monfirous  a  diflbnancy  of  it  from  them.  And  (doubt- 
lefs)  the  Form  of  a  Liturgy,  or  Prayer,  is  not  a  thing  fo  inconfiderabie, 
but  that,  though  the  matter  of  it  be  never  fo  favoury  and  found,  yea, 
nothin0  but  the  very  words  and  fayings  of  the  Scripture  it  felf,yet  may 
the  wifdom  of  the  flefh  (which  is  foolifhnefs  with  God)  have  fo  much 
to  do,  and  fo  ill  acquit  it  ielf  in  the  putting  them  together,  that  the 
competition  will  not  be  meet  to  be  exhibited  or  prefented  unto  God. 
So  then,  if  by  a  Liturgy  confonant  unto  the  Scriptures,  the  Proportion 
meaneth  consonant  in  Matter  only,whatever  the  Form  be,  (which  feems 
to  be  the  meaning  of  it)  it  is  manifeftly  untrue  :  A  Worfhip  performed  by 
a  Litany  confonant  to  the 'Scriptures  [onelyin  fuch  a  fenfe]  i*  not  law¬ 
ful, 

3 .  (And  laftly,  for  this  alfo)  The  Worfhip  performed  by  a  Liturgy  con - 
fonant  to  the  Scriptures  may  be  /W/W  [namely  if  it  be  left  free,  and  un- 
commanded]  and  yet  be  unlawful,  if  impoled.  It  was  lawful  for the 
People  of  Ifrael  to  ufe  an  Altar  made  of  whole  Stones,  to  offer  their  Sa¬ 
crifices  upon ;  but  if  any  man  had  lift  up  a  tool  upon  the  fame  fiones,  the 
Altar  made  of  them  had  been  polluted,  (Exod.  20.2  y  .Deut.  27.5  .Jofr.  8. 
31.)  A  lawful  Worihip,  or  Form  of  Woifhip,  by  the  lifting  up  of  an 
authoritative  Command  upon  it  by  Men,  becomes  hereby  unlawful , 
[efpecially  if  performed  upon  the  account,  or  by  venue  of  this  Com¬ 
mand,  as  hath  been  formerly  fignifted]  becaufe  in  fuch  a  cafe  the  Crea¬ 
ture  commanding,  hath  Divine  Honour  done  unto  it,  and  is  admitted 
as  an  Umpire,  and  as  having  Authority  over  the  things  of  God.  For. 
what  can  we  imagine  fhould  be  the  things  of  God,  as  contra-difiinguifh- 
ed  by  our  Saviour  himfelf,  unto  the  things  of  C<efar,  if  matters  apper¬ 
taining  to  his  Woifhip, and  the  difpofal  naeof,be  none  of  thofe  things, 
but  mufi  be  inventoried  amongft  Ctfars  goods  alfo  ?  He  that Fhall  give 
unto  Cafar  the  things  which  are  Gods,  and  fo  difmember  and  cut  fhoi  t 
his  Patrimony  in  the  World,  it  is  much  to  be  feared  that  be  will  fend 
him  unto  Cefar  for  his  Reward.  But  of  thefe  things  at  large  already. 


( y* ) 

We  fee  by  what  hath  been  argued  upon  both  Propofitions,  that-  in  the 
whole  Argument  there  is  little  but  fraud  and  confuiion. 

Fourthly ,  Some  there  are  who  count  it  a  fmall  thing  to  contend  for- 
the  lawfulnefs  onely  of  impoling  Liturgies  and  Forms  of  Prayer they 
run  for  a  high -r  prize,  attempting  to  evince  and  prove  that  there  is  a 
lingular  expediency,  and  fo  a  kind  of  necelftty  of  fuch  Impolitions. 
The  Argument  by  which  they  hope  to  efTc<5t  this  great  thing,  (hevvetb 
it  Felf  in  thefe  or  the  like  Colours.. 

That  whic  h  is  a  proper  and  effeBual  means  to  prevent  many  great  and  x 
fad  inconveniences ,  and  dangerous  eruptions  of  fpinty  whereinto 
MiniflerSy  being  left  at  liberty  in  their  praying  publicity,  are  apt 
to  fall ;  is  very  expedient  and  neceffary  to  be  done . 

But  the  impofition  of  limited  and  fet  Forms  of  Prayer  by  the  Magi - 
[Irate ,  #  a  proper  and  effeBual  means  for  fuch  a  purpofe .  Ergo. 

By  the  jad  inconveniences  and  dangerous  eruptions  of  ffirit,  &c.  (here 
E&sndoned)  the  Argumentaiors  mean  confufednefs  ot  method,  tauto¬ 
logies,  or  neediefs  reiterations  of  the  fame  things,  broken  fentences, 
and  ilUaccommodated  with  fenfe  (with  fuch-like)  on  the  one  hand  : 
and  on  the  other, Complaints  unto  God  againlf  Truths, under  the  name 
of  Errours  ;  ventings  of  dif-affedion  to  the  prefent  Government  or 
Governours  ;  Petitions  and  pallages  favouring  ot  Sedition,  Treafon, 
Kebellion,  &c.  All  thefe,  ,and  the  like  (fay  thefe  men)  may  be  effe-  - 
dually  prevented  by  a  Arid  confinement  of  MiniRers  unto  fuch  Peti¬ 
tions  and  Forms  of  Praying  which  are  found  and  wholcfome,  and  free 
from  all  fuch  drain*  of  fcandal  and  offence.  This  reafon  if,  all  that  it ; 
i^inface;  the  heart  of  it  is  hollow  and  empty.  For, 

x.  Let  the  Promoters  of  it  tell  us  whether  they  approve  of  this  ar-  - 
guing  or  no  (which  we  (ball  immediately  fubjoyn)  or  whether  it  be  not., 
parallel  unto  theirs. 

That  which  is  a  proper  and  effeBual  means  to  prevent  the  pns  of  adttl-  - 
tery,  fornication,  incefl,t heft ynurt her. [edition  Jr  eafon,rtbelliony 
&C.  wto  which  men  are  apt  to  fall ,  cannot  but  be  judged  expedi¬ 
ent  and  neccflary  to  be  put  in  execution . 

But  for  the  Magprate  to  put  all  men  capable  of  thefe  pns  into  firong 
PnfonSy  and  there  to  keep  them  clofe  in  Chains  and  Fetters  of 
Irony  all  she  days  of  their  lives y  Is  a  proper  and  effeBuaL  meats  > 
t#  prevent  the  perpetration  of  thefe  Sins. 


(yp) 

Ergo,  This  conrfc  is  exfedicnt  and  necejjary  tv  he  taken  and  put  in 
exec  mi  on. 

There  is  no  reafonable  ground  of  exception  againft  the  parallel  cr 
comparifon  :  For  the  means  fpecified  in  the  latter  Argument  is  every 
whit  as  proper  and  effeftud  (nay,  of  the  two,  both  the  more  proper  and 
more  effectual,  as  might  be  (hewed,  if  need  were)  for  the  end  and 
purpofe  here  mentioned,  as  the  means  pretended  in  the  other,  for  the 
end  commended  there.  Wherefore  if  it  be  a  courfe  moft  importune- 
ly  and  fencelefly  injurious  and  tyrannical,  to  keep  men  in  Piifon  and 
Chains  as  long  as  they  live,  to  prevent  their  mifearryings  in  the  high 
mifdemeanours  mentioned,  or  the  like,  before  they  have  offended  in 
any  of  them  :  It  cannot  reafonably  but  be  judged  very  prepofterous, 
and  moft  unworthy  men  of  Reafon  and  Confcience,  to  coniine  the 
Spirit  of  Prayer  in  the  moll  worthy  Minifters  and  Servants  of  God,  (in 
whom  (poftibly)  he  delights  to  fhew  himfelf  in  much  of  his  glory) 
within  the  limits  and  bars  of  ftinted  Forms  of  Prayer,  and  thefe  of  hu¬ 
mane  contrivance,  onely  for  fear  left  this  Spirit  failing  them,  they 
fhould  fall  to  pray  by  an  unclean  fpirit ;  and  pray  either  their  igno¬ 
rance,  or  diftemper’d  paftions,  fedicion,  treafon,  or  the  like.  Penal 
fufferings  may  and  ought  (indeed)  to  be  infii&ed  for  the  prevention  of 
Sin;  but  onely  upon  thofe  that  have  finned,  not  upon  the  Inno¬ 
cent. 

If  it  be  replied,  That  to  be  commanded  by  the  Migiftrate  to  ufe  a 
fet  Form  of  Prayer,  is  not  penal  unto  any  man  :  I  anfwer,  r.  That  as 
the  unclean  conversation  of  the  men  of  Sodom  was  vexatious  to  the 
righteous  Soul  of  Lot  ;  fo  muft  needs  the  Commands  of  Authority, 
which  are  jpiritually  unclean, and  provoking  to  defile  the  Marriage-Bed 
wherein  God  vouchfafe  h  the  enjoyment  of  himfelf  as  a  Spiritual  Huf- 
band  ( I  mean  his  Worfhip  ;  for  fo  the  Scripture  refembleth  it  frequent¬ 
ly,  Cant.  1.16.  Ifa.57.7 ,8.  £*,*^23.17,41.  and  in  all  thofe  places, 
which  are  many,  where  Idolatrous  and  falfe  Worfhip  are  metaphori¬ 
cally  expreffed  under  the  terms  of  Whoredom,  Adultery,  Fornication, 
&c.)  fuch  Commands  (I  fay)  muft  needs  be  much  more  affli&ing  and 
fadding  to  the  Spirits  and  Souls  of  Confctentious  and  holy  Men, 
when  they  cannot  conceive  or  apprehend  them  but  as  fuch  ,  [  I  mean 
as  fpiritually  unclean,  and  tempting  unto  folly  with  a  ftrangeGod.] 
2.  To  him  that  cannot,  with  the  good  leave  of  his  Confcience,  lub- 
mit  to  fuch  a  Command,  which  is  impofed  on  him  with  a  penalty,  it  is 
(conftru6bively)  the  lame,  to  have  the  penalty  inflicted  on  him  with¬ 
out  the  Command  given,  and  to  have  the  Command  impofed  on  him 
upon  fuch  terms. 


2.  To 
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2.  To  the  Argument  under  debate  ,  I  anfwer  further  ,  That 
to  impofc  a  Form  of  Prayer,  is  no  ej fettttal  or  proper  means  to  prevent 
any  of  the  evils  mentioned,  unlels  a  Form  of  Preaching  be  impofed 
alfo.  For  they  that  are  apt  to  tranfgrefsin  any  of  the  mifearriages  fpc- 
cified,  are  as  likely  to  do  it  in  Preaching  as  in  Praying  ;  and  have  no 
lei's  opportunity  (  if  not  a  greater  )  for  the  doing  it,  in  the  former 
than  in  the  latter*  And  if  all,  both  Preachings  and  Prayings,  fhall  be 
reduced  unco  Forms ,  the  ECdarlan  Schools  may  fend  forth  Boys  as 
well  accomplished  for  the  publick  work  of  the  MiniBry  as  the  Acade- 
mian-x\Qn. 

3.  If  the  Impofitionscontendedfor,  were  in  any  degree  pr^r, and 
uecejfary  to  prevent  the  ft  ns  mentioned,  it  is  more  Brange  than  to  be 
believed,  that  the  Lord  Chrift ,  who  was  as  faithful  unto  God  tn  all  his 
kou[ey  as  was  Mofes,  Heb .  3.  2.  and  withal,  as  great  an  enemy  to  the 
mifdemeanouis  exprefi'ed  in  the  Argument,  as  the  moll  zealoufly-de- 
vout  Formalift  can  be,  fhould  notwithBanding,  neither  by  himfelf,  nor 
any  of  his  ApoBles,  fpeak  the  leaft  word  of  any  fucb  thing  ;  efpecially, 
having  by  the  greate-ft  of  thefe  given  men  warning  oe7rl§  0  yi- 
ypttoflcu  c pQM&Vy  not  to  prefume  (as  the  former  tranllation  rendred  it) 
or,  not  to  be  wife, above  that  which  is  written  (1  CW.4.6.)  yea  and  by 
himfelf  (  as. was  prophefted  of  him,  Dan,  9.  24.)  fealed  up  theF’ifion 
and  Prophefie ,  Rev.  22.  i8.  and  fo  left  no  place  for  Humane  Wifdonv 
to  interpofe  for  the  introducing  any  more  Laws  or  ConBitutions,  for 
the  Government  orAdvancement  of  his  Kingdom, than  thofe, which  he 
hath  left  us. exprefly,  and  in  fo  many  words, in  the  New  TeBament,. to¬ 
gether  with  fuch,  which  are  vertually,  and  truly  included,  and  con¬ 
tained  in  thefe,  not  fuch,  which  either  by  forc’r,  or  far-fctch’c,  or 
by  fubtile  and  gloflie  confequences ,  derive  their  Authority  from, 
them. 

4.  Men  that  are  in  any  degree  meet  to  be  admitted  unto  the  Of¬ 
fice  and  Work  of  the  MiniBry,  are  not  fo  apt,,  or  prone,  to  fall  into 
any  of  the  foul  mifearriages  feared  in  the  Argument,  or  fo  like  unto  the. 
Jforfe  or  Mule,  that  have  no  undemanding,  that  their  mouths  need  be. 
held  in  with  the  bit  and  bridle  of  impofed  Forms  of  Prayer,  left  they  come 
too  near  unto  them  that  are  afraid  to  be  touched,  or  behave  themlelves. 
fo  extravagantly  and  unchriBianly  in  that  facred  part  of  their  fundlion^. 
as  is  fuggeBed  againB  them  that  they  are  like  to  do.  If  they  be  of  the 
houBiold  of  Faith,  in  cafe,  they  know  not  what  they  jhould  pray  for  as  they 
ought,  the  Spirit  [ of  God ]  helpeth  their  infirmities,  Rom.  8. 2d.  But 
they  that  Impofe  Forms,  take  this  work  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Spirit , 
and  help  mens  infirmities  themfelves,  inabling  and  directing  them  by. 

I  Book, 
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Book,  what  they  (houid  pray  for  a*  they  ought.  I  am  far  from  fuppofing 
the  fin  of  impofiog  Forms,  to  be  that  fin  againfi  the  Spirit,  by  which 
men  are  fealed  to  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire  :  but  am  very  near 
believing,  that  it  is  an  high  affront  and  indignity  offered  unto  him. 
For,  whereas  it  is  his  moft  glorious  intereft,  i.  To  raife  what  variety 
of  ipiritual  and  heavenly  (trains  of  Devotion  he  pleafeth,  in  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  his  Minifieis,  vvhi lit  they  are  miniftring  in  the  Afiem- 
blies  of  his  Saints  :  And,  2.  To  give  them  what  fweetnefsof  Lip, 
what  pleafantnefs  of  Utterance  he  pleafeth  (  as  being  the  Lord  of  all 
Language  and  fpeech  )  for  the  communicatnig  of  thofe  bleffed  im- 
prcfTions  and  conceptions,  unto  the  People  before  them, to  the  beft  ad¬ 
vantage  for  their  edification  and  comfort ;  they  who  confine  thefe  Mi¬ 
nifies  unto  their  Forms  of  Prayer,  fay  (  in  effect )  untoth z  Spirit y 
Thy  Minifters,  in  their  publick  fervicc,  lhall  be  at  our  allowance,  and 
not  thine  ,  both  for  the  firains  of  their  inward  Devotion,  and  for  the 
Language  and  Words,  wherein  they  Lhall  utter  them  unto  the  People. 
Thou  either  wilt  not,  or  canfi  not,  order  them  regularly,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  our  mindes,  and  as  we  think  meet,  in  their  prayings  ;  at  leafi, 
we  can  have  no  atfurance  of  thee  that  thou  wilt  do  it.  Therefore  we 
judge  it  better,  and  more  fafe  for  us  to  thrufi  fuch  words  into  their* 
mouths,  and  fo  to  needfitate  and  force  fuch  difpofitions  and  defires 
within  them  (  unlefs  their  tongues  go  one  way,  and  their  hearts  and 
thoughts  another  way,  at  the  fame  time  )  which  we  are  fure  are  inno¬ 
cent  and  good,  then  to  leave  them  to  thy  guidance  and  aflifiancc 
(jwheveof  we  are  fo  uncertain)  although  thy  purpofe  and  intent  may  be 
to  giorifiethy  felf  at  a  far  better  rate,  in  them  and  by  them,  as  in  the 
manifoldnefs  of  thy  Wifdcm,  and  excellency  of  thy  Power,  the  riches 
of  thy  Grace  and  Bounty  towards  thy  People,  &c .  in  cafe  we  fhould 
leave  them  free  unto  thee. Whether  fuch  a  greeting  as  this  be  not  high¬ 
ly  reproachful  to  the  ever-biefied  Spirit  of  Grace,  and  not  far  (if  any 
thing)  fhort  of  Blafphemy?  and  whether  mens  impofitions  of  Forms 
of  Prayer  (being  duly  and  without  any  ftraining,  orwrefiing,  inter¬ 
preted)  do  not  [peak  all  this,  yea  and  more  in  the  fame  kind  unto 
him,  I  refer  to  the  confciences  of  thefe  men  tbemfelves,  when  they 
ihall  be  thoroughly  awakned,.  to  judge.  Jn  the  mean  time,  if  care  were 
taken  clofely  to  purfue  the  Apofile  Paul’s  orders  about  the  MinifteriaL 
Fun&ion,  fo  as  to  lay  hands  upon  none,  .but  fuch  as  are  Sober,  Watch- 
fHl,  Juft,  Holy,  Temperate,  Lovers  of  good  things,  eJ/fpt  (or  Able)  to1 
Teach,  not  Self-will ’d,  not  foon  Angry,  &c..  They  need  not  be  taught, 
as  we  ufe  to  teach  Children,  and  defe&ives  in  undeiftanding,  how  to 
fpeak,  nor  yet  be  feared,  or  fufpc&cd,  as  perfons  likely  to  break  out  in; 

any 


(62  ) 

any  of  chofc  dangerous  and  enormous  mifcarriages  of  theftifetves, 
;  which  the  Argument  pretendeth.  Or  if  thole  char  are  createdMini- 
fters,  be  but  Epifcopalljr  given,  and  true-born  Sons  of  the  Church  (  as 
fome  love  to  fpeak  )  even  Birds  of  this  Feather  are  not  fo  unnatural¬ 
ly  evil,  as  to  defile  their  own  neft,  or  to  blafpheme  either  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  or  Governors,  that  are  fo  propitious  and  indulgent  unto  them. 
Therefore, 

y.  (  And  laftly,  for  this  )  There  are  pregnant  grounds  of  fufpition, 
that  the  invention  and  device  of  the  fiift  Impoler  of  Lyturgies,  and 
;  Forms  of  Prayer,  are  not  fo  highly  praifed,  or  fo  hotly  profecuted,  by 
their  Pofterity  in  thefe  dayes  (  efpecially  among!!  us)  for  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  the  evils  fuggcfted  in  the  Argument,  but  rather  for  the  pro¬ 
moting  of  other  evils,  or  prevention  of  fome  Good  things,  becaufc 
they  fecm  evil  unto  fome.  It  is  a  frequent  policy,  which  this  Verfe 
exprcffcth : 

Ut  vera  late  ant  canfa,  fngHntnr  wanes. 

Falfe  grounds  for  a&ings  fometimes  are  pretended, 

To  hide  from  fight  thole  really  intended. 

Tautologies,  needlefs  repetitions,  broken  fenrences,  &c.  in  the  con¬ 
ceived  Prayers  of  Minirters,  are  no  real  grief  of  heart  to  our  Impo- 
pofers  :  the  Liturgie  which  they  impofe,  and  which  giveth  pleafures 
to  their  foul  from  the  one  end  of  it  unto  the  other, is  full  of  thefe  Warts 
on  the  Face  of  it  (as  we  have  feen  formerly  )  nor  are  their  conferen¬ 
ces  foftrait  and  narrow,  but  that  they  can  l  wallow  Gnats  of  a  larger 
kind  than  thefe.  And  thofe  things,  which  in  the  prayers  of  Godly  and 
eonfeientious  Minifters  they  defire,  and  intend  to  prevent,  under  the 
hateful  names  of  venting  difordered  pajfions,  discontents  againft  their  Go - 
vernours  and  Government t  Petitions  and  pafages  favouring  of  Sedition , 
Treafonr&c,  are  the  Chrifiian,  zealous,  and  faithful  deportments  of 
fuch  Minifters,  in  coBfcfiing  before  God  the  fins  of  their  Kings,  Prin¬ 
ces,  and  Governours,  in  reproving  them,  and  denouncing  the  judge¬ 
ments  of  God  again!!  them,  unlefs  they  repent :  in  admonishing  and 
warning  the  People  committed  unto  them,  that  they  be  not  enfnared 
todeftruftion,  by  following  their  evil  examples,  or  complying  with 
them  in  things  difpleafing  unto  God,  in  praying  for  them,  when  they 
walk  in  wayes  that  are  not  good,  that  God  will  pleafe  to  forgive  them 
and  turn  their  hearts  unto  his  Teftimonies,  &c .  Inftead  of  thefe,  and 
Such  like  worthy  and  faithful  dealings  with  their  Rulers  and  Gover- 

cours, 
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nours  according  to  the  example  of  the  true  Prophets  of  God,  and  other 
godly  perfons  of  old  (as  they  are  recorded  in  the  Scripture)  the  Forms 
of  praying  for  them,  which  are  now  impofed  on  Miniders,  are  flat  and 
flittering,  no  ways  agreeable  or  proper  to  their  dates  or  conditions, 
if  they  be  not  perfons  truly  fearing  God  :  which  the  World  too  well 
knows  not  to  be  the  cafe  and  condition  of  all  that  bear  Rule  in  it.  Yea, 
in  fomc  of  thefe  Forms  of  Prayer,  whereof  we  now  particularly 
fpeak  ,  fuch  perfons  are  recommended  unto  God  ,  which 
are  not  fo  much  as  in  being  :  and  in  others  of  them  (  indeed  in 
mod  of  them, .  if  not  in  ai  1  )  fuch  things  are  defired  of  God  for  them, 
which,  if  granted,  are  more  like  to  turn  to  a  fnare,  or  curfe  unto  many 
of  them,  than  to  a  biffing  indeed.  They  are  more  (generally  )o;  a 
very  erroneous  and  much  midaken  calculation,  for  the  real  good  of 
many  of  them. 

With  what  other  motives,  and  carnal  projections  our  high  Clergie 
Men  (for  thefe  are  the  Maders  of  the  Mint  of  all  our  impofed  Forms, 
with  their  refpe&ive  Impositions )  are  enthudafed  into  their  fiery  zeal 
to  have  the  Confciences  of  the  free  People  of  Chrtft%  both  Miniders  * 
and  People,  yoked  with  the  iron  yokes  of  Lyturgies,and  dinted  Forms 
of  Devotion,  I  inall  not  now  enquire.  They  claim  the  highed  prehe-  - 
minence  of  Office  in  the  Church  of  Chrift  :  and  there  being  little  or* 
nothing  for  them  here  to  do,  as  fuch  by  Chrid’s  alignment  (  as  was  - 
formerly  hinted  )  they  were  tempted  by  the  grandure  of  their  ufurped  * 
Office,  to  cad  about  for  fome  impioyment  anfwerabie  hereunto,  led  t 
their  nakednefs  should  be  feen  by  men,  and  they'bear  the  reproach  of 
being  Clouds  without  water.  How  prudently  and  appofitely  to  their 
purpofe,  they  have  pitched  upon  the  ordering  and  exercifing  the  Chri~  ~ 
ftian  World  (  as  far  as  they  have  to  do  in  it  )  with  impofed  Lyturgies,  „ 
and  Forms  of  Prayers,  would  make  too  long  a  dory  to  be  told  here  i  = 
it  may  be  related  elfe-  where  at  one  time  or  other.  • 

Several  other  pretences  are  infided  onto  entitle  men  to  a  joynt>' 
right  of  Power  with  God,  for  the  appointment  of  his  Worfhip  by  Ly-  - 
turgies  efpecially,  and  limited  Devotions,”  ( for  the  Procurators  of 
this  Caufe  are  fo  deep  in  love  with  it,  that  unlefs  they  carry  it*,  they  * 
dye  )  which  ire  fo  empty  and  weak,- that  to  enter  into  a  corned  with  * 
them,  would  be  to  make  more  of  them  than  they  are.  .. Redtajfe ;  rcfu-*~ 
tajfe  e ft. r  For  they  pleach  i.  That  a  Liberty  left  unto  Miniders  to  - 
ufc  publickly  their  acquired  faculty  of  Praying,  or ©f  talking  boldly*  uvte 
Cod  before  People  (  as  our  Grand  Debater  y  prophanely  enough,  prafeth  •* 
t:  For  to  acknowledge  a  gift  of  Prayer  in  any  man, is  unto  thefe  men  * 
as-.the  fludow  of  Death  )  is  but  fuel  to  feed  the  evil  h.imouiyof  pride^  , 

vaio-v- 
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vain-glory,  cfrr.  therefore  it  is  better  denied  then  granted  unto  them; 
But  would  they,  who  thus  argue,  be  content,  upon  the  credit  of  their 
Argument,  to  be  denied  the  pofleffion  and  enjoyment  of  their  great 
places  of  Power  and  Domination  in  the  Church,  or  of  their  luxuriant 
Revenues?  For  (doubtlefs)  thefe  are  a  kind  of  fewel  more  apt  and 
dangerous  to  feed  the  fire  of  Pride,  Ambition,  Lordlinefs  and  Cruel¬ 
ty,  inthem.  Or  do  they  think  it  better  for  them,  that  God,  by  fome 
Broke  of  Sicknefs,  or  the  like,  fhoujd  deprive  them  of  th'eir  Memo¬ 
ries,  Wits,  Underrtandings,  Learning,  &c .  becaule  they  may  make 
fewel  of  them,  to  feed  and  nouiifh  the  finful  humours  of  Pride,  and 
Vain-glory,  then  that  he  fhould  grant  unto  them  the  liberty  of  ufing 
and  enjoying  them?  The  notion  of  Truth  in  this  Verfe,  is  too  hard 
for  the  Argument : 

Jdjl  prodefty  quod  non  ladere  pojfit  idem. 

There  is  no  profitable  thing, 

But  whac  may  hurt  and  damage  bring. 

2.  The  lovelinefs  of  Uniformity  and  Confent  amongft  Minifters 
united  under  the  fame  Civil  Government,  ravifheth  the  Judgments 
of  fome  into  an  high  approbation  of  Liturgies  and  Forms  of  Prayer 
impofed.  But  may  not  Minifiers  be  uniform  and  confenting  in  Do¬ 
ctrine,  unlefs  they  all  preach,  and  this  conftamly,  one  and  the  fame 
Sermon  verbatim  ?  Or  would  it  argue  that  the  Metropolitan  and  his 
Diocefan  were  at  odds,  [if  in  cafe  THEY  fhould  happen  to  preach]  the 
one  fhould  take  his  Text  out  of  St.  Pauly  the  other  out  of  St.  Peter  ? 

page  qmJquiliaA  ! 

3 .  Our  Grand  Debater  tells  us  fad  Stories  of  men,  whofe  names,  for 

their  moft  admired  and  rare  faculties  in  extemporary  Praying,  might 
have  been  None-Juch ;  and  who  for  their  horrid  and  unparalld’d  wick- 
ednefs  and  blafphemies  likewifeneed  not  have  changed  this  name..  Of 
both  thefe  characters,  comparting  the  Earth  to  and  fro,  he  findes  three 
men;  \r\Germanyy  one  Srvenckfieldy  (a  notorious  Arch-HeretickJ)  in 
England ,  one  Hackety  a  Blafphemer  ;  in  (JWufcovia ,  John  Bafilldes , 
(Duke  of  this  Country)  who  (it  feems)  was  an  horrid  Hell-Hound, 
For  thefe  wicked  mens  fakes  conceived  Prayer  muft  be  caft  out  of  the 
Church  as  a  menftruous  Cloth,  and  Liturgies  and  Forms  of  Prayer 
impofed,  like  fine  pure  white  fhining  Linen,  brought  into  the  Church 
In  its  Bead.  Similes  habeat  labra  Uttucat,  Like  Caufe,  like  Plea. 
A  carnal  IntereB  (1  fee)  is  as  bad  as  a  Gift,  which  (as  the  Scripture 
,  /  faith) 
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faith)  bllrticth  the  Syes  of  the  Wife :  Otherwise  a  man  of  his  Parts  and 
Learning  would  never  have  leaned  on  fuch  a  broken  Reed  as  this, 
which  pierceth  his  own  hand..  For  is  not  this  reafoning  of  the  fame 
calculation,  or  rather  ot  a  far  better  ?  Bilbop  John  the  thirteenth  was 
aman  monlhoufly  vicious,  guilty  of  the  foul  crimes  of  Inceft,  Mur. 
ther,  Perjury,  Extortion,  and  what  not  ?  Bifhop  Silvcfter  the  fecond, 
was  a  Sorcerer,  and  compared  with  the  Devil  for  his  Biiboprick.  Bi* 
(bop  Hildebrand  was  a  moft  wicked  and  reprobate  Montter,  a  Necro¬ 
mancer,  a  Conjurer,  a  Murtherer,  a  man  of  vvhofc  villanies  Hiftovies 
are  afhamed  :  All  thefe  were  Bilbops  of  one  and  the  fame  See,  and 
thir  called  Apoftolical :  And  belides  thefe  three,  there  have  been  feven 
times  three  more,  Bifhops  alfo  of  the  fame  See,  equal  unto  thefe  in 
ways  and  pradfices  of  all  kinds,  hateful  and  abominable  in  the  fight  of 
Godandmen:  And  how  many  others  of  the  Epifcopal  Invefiture  in 
other  parts  of  the  World,  have  been  evil  Bea(ls>  idle  Bellies ,  Pefts  and 
Vipers,  where  they  have  had  to  dp,  who  is  able  to  conceive  or  com¬ 
prehend  ?  Therefore  down  with  the  Hierarchy ,  down  with  it  even  to 
the  °round,  and  let  the  place  of  it  in  the  Church  know  it  no  more,  but 
let  Padors  and  Teachers  goverp  the  Churches  of  Chrili  in  its  Bead. 
Will  the  Gentleman  acknowledge  any  concluding  force  in  fuch  an  Ar¬ 
gument  as  this  ?  Yet  evident  it  is, that  it  hath  ten  times  more  ftrength 
,  in  it,  for  the  removal  of  Epifcopacy  out  of  the  Church,  then  his  rea¬ 
foning  hath  againft  conceived  Prayer.  Becaufe  Satan  fometimcs 
transformed  himfelf  Into  an  Angel  of  Light  •  is  it  any  reafon  why  an 
Anael  of  Light  indeed,  (hould,  if  it  were  poffible,  transform  himfelf 
into  fome  dark  and  dull  Creature  ?  But  (doubtlefs)  fuch  Arguments 
as  thefe  will  never  bring  Liturgies  into,  nor  conceived  Prayers  out  of, 
requeft. 

Yet  there  is  one  Argument  more,  wherewith  the  Friends  of  Litur¬ 
gy-Devotion  impofed,pleafe  themfelves  not  a  little  in  their  way.  This 
we  (ball  take  into  a  little  confederation,  and  herewith  conclude.  The 
Plea  is  this  :  That  not  the  ufe  onely,  but  the  impofition  alfo  of  Litur- 
oies  and  Forms  of  Prayer,  however  now  quarelled  by  fome  amongft 
us,  have  been  allowed  and  pradtifed  in  the  C  hr  i ft  l  an  Church  ancient¬ 
ly  ;  yea,  and  are  at  this  day  admitted  and  pra&ifed  in  many,  if  not  in 
all  the  Reformed  Churches  abroad.  I  (ball  not  enlarge  the  difeourfe, 
either  with  an  examination  of  the  truth  of  what  is  here  affirmed,  or 
in  weighing  the  validity  or  pertinency  of  the^pretences,  in  cafe  they 
(bould  be  found  Realities  and  Truths,  otbfjfilife  then  as  I  find  them 
jeeady  weighed  to  my  hand  in  the  BallanceHfof  the  Sandfuary.  Onely 
thefe  two  things  by  the  way  :  i.  That  I  do  not  belit^tjhalmpolidon 
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of  Liturgies  to  be  To  ancient  amongft  Chrljlians^is  feems  to  be  fuggefr- 
cd  in  the  Plea.  2.  Tmt  I  know  that  the  Liturgies  (if  they  muft  be  fo 
called)  wnich  are  ufcd  in  other  Reformed  Churches,  taftc  much  more 
favourly  of  the  Reformation,  then  thacimpofed  upon  us. 

When  our  Saviour  prophelieth  thus,  Every  Plant  which  my  heavenly* 
Father  hath  not  planted ,  tlxi  ,  jhall  be  plucked  up  by  the  Roots, 

(Mat.  iy.13.)  he  clearly  fuppoleth  tmt  Practices  and  Opinions  in  the 
Church,  which  are  notpleaiing  unto  God,  becaufe  not  of  his  planting, 
may  not  onely  fpring  up,  and  get  in  hither,  and  find  place  here,  but 
a’fo  take  rooting,  [that  is,  may  work  and  wind  into,  and  (as  it  were) 
wrap  themfelves  about  the  Judgements  and  Cpnfcienccs,  yea,  and 
infinuate  into  the  affe&ions  alto,  not  onely  of  multi tndes  of  the  com¬ 
mon  or  meaner  fort  of  men,  but  even  of  many  pious  ,  learned,  and 
great  men  likewife ;  for  without  this,  they  could  never  take  fuch  deep, 
and  faft  rooting ,  as  is  here  intimated  they  may.]  Now  this  rooting  of 
the  Plants  we  fpeak  of,  in  the  Church,  fuppofeth  a  poflibility,  or  rather 
a  probability  of  their  long  continuance  here  ,  before  they  come  to  be 
plucked  up  by  the  Roots.  Plants  that  have  thruft  their  Roots  well  in¬ 
to  the  Earth,  and  have  fpread  and  wrapt  them  about  the  Clods  and 
Stones  thereof,  are  like  to  grow,  and  flourifti,  and  bring  forth  Fruit 
for  many  years.  The  Metaphor,  by  which  the  abolition  andcalting 
out  of  thefe  Apocryphal  Pra&ices,  and  Do&rines,  from  the  Church,  is 
here  expreffed,  a'lctt,  fhall  be  digged,  pull’d,  or  (rather)  torn  upj 

by  the  Roots  •  impheth,  that  when  God  will  endure  them  no  longer, 
but  fet  his  Labourers  and  Servants  on  work  efFe&ually  to  oppofe  them, 
in  order  to  their  utter  and  final  abolifhment,  the  fervice  may  prove 
fomewhat  hot,  and  that  the  Perfons  ftrongly  devoted  to  them,  are  like 
to  fweil,and  rage,  and  fume,and  to  endeavour  to  raife  a  great  duft  both 
amongft  great  an,d  fmall,  to  turn  every  ftone ;  yea,  and  Acheronta  mo - 
nere,  to  dig  into" Hell,  (as  the  Prophet  Amos  fpeaketh,  Chap.9.2.)  to 
fave  their  darling  Inventions,  their  old  Idol-Pra&icesand  Do&rines, 
if  it  were  poiTible,  from  the  hand  of  Heaven,  which  is  now  ftretched 
out  againft  them.  Even  as  a  Tree  that  hath  been  a  long  time  grow¬ 
ing  in  a  Soyl  proper  for  it,  and  where  it  hath '  thriven  amain,  fo  that 
with  the  numerous  Roots  of  it,  it  hath  taken  ftrong  and  faft  hold  on 
the  Earth  round  about  it,  far  and  near ;  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  forced,  or 
turn’d  up  by  the  Roots,  either  by  a  Tempeft,  or  ftrong  guft  of  Wind, 
or  by  fome  Engine  devifed  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  or  the  like,  it  would 
tear  up  the  Earth  on  every  fide  of  it,  and  raife  and  bring  up  with  it 
Stones,  and  Gravel,  and  Dirr,  and  whatfoever  it  could  take  hold  on, 
to  fecure  it  againft  the  force  that  now  atccmpteth  the  extirpation  and 
dtttYnfal.of.it,  Again*. 


Again,  That  Hay,  Wood,  and  Stubble  in  fpiritual  and  Church-Baild- 
ings,  may  Tor  a  long  time  be  in  equal  efteem  with,  and  pafs  (more  ge¬ 
nerally)  for  Silver ,  Gold ,  and  precious  Stones  ;  and  yet  in  procefs  of  time 
(ic  may  be  not  till  after  many  Ages)  be  dete&ed  tc  be  bar  a  bale  kind 
of  material,  very  improper  for  fuch  a  building;  and  lo  come  to  be 
pull'd  out  of  it,  and  thrown  away;  the  Apolile  Paul  emphatically  de- 
clareth,  I  Cor. 3. 12,13.  in  thefe  words:  Now  if  any  man  build  upon 
this  Foundation,  Gold ,  Silver ,  precious  Stones ,  Wood,  Hay ,  Stubble ,  eve¬ 
ry  mans  Work^jhall  be  made  mamfeft .  For  the  day  [that  is,  faith  Grotius, 
with  other  Interpreter s5  longum  tempus,  length  of  time]  {ball  declare 
it :  because  it  / hall  be  [or  is  to  be]  revealed  by  fire,  &c.  Meaning,  1.  That 
Time,  in  the  duration,  progrefs,  and  continuance  of  it,  will  be  found 
as  fevere  and  fearching  an  Examiner  or  Trier  of  mens  Church- work 
in  every  kind,  as  Fire  is  of  Metals.  2.  That  there  are,  or  may  be* 
fome  bad  Materials  made  ufe  of  in  Church-  Work,  the  badnefs  where¬ 
of  will  not  (in  reafon  cannot,  or  is  not  like  to)  be  difeovered  or  made 
manifeft,  until  they  have  palled  the  teft  and  trial  of  many  Generations. 
So  then,  the  long  continuance,  vvhether  of  the  free  ufe  onely,  (which 
is  the  more  tolerable)  of  Liturgies, and  ftinted  Prayers  in  the  Church  of 
Chrifi ,  or  of  the  Impofitionof  them,  (which  is  the  moreunchriftian 
and  infupportable)  is  an  Argument  of  no  intereft  or  weight  at  all,  to 
*  juftifieor  prove,  either  the  lawfulnefs,  much  lefs  the  expediency,  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  one,  or  of  the  other.  I  end  with  the  faying  of  Tertullian: 
Veritati  pot  eft  nemo  praf crib  ere,  non  {pactum  temporum ,  non  patrocinia  per - 
fonarnm:  that  is,  There  is  no  prefeription  [or  Plea]  neither  of  any 
length  of  time,  nor  of  the  patrocinations  [or  Authoritative  Affei- 
tions  of  the  contrary]  of  any  Perfons  whitfoever,  that  is  of  any  force 
or  value  againft  the  Truth. 
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Om  attendamm  quid  ante  nos  aliquis  fecerit ,  fed 
qui  ante  omnes  eft,  Cbriflus  prior  fecerit ♦  Cypr. 

Sapient iam  fibi  adimunt ,  qu't  fine  ullo  judicio  inVenta, 
majomm  probant,  (s  aliis  pecudum  more,  ducuntur. 

La£tanc.  ! 

<  1 ,  -  .  • 

Magnos  Err  ores  mqgnorum  virorwn  J  utboritate  perfuafi,  | 

tranjmittimus.  Vadianus.  J 

Cautum  debet  redder e,  non  fequacem.  Error  alienus. 

Ra,  Ardens. 

Honefiifiimum ,  majorwn  <vefiigia  fequi ,  ft  recto  itinere 
prcecefierint.  Plin.  Ep.  8.  5. 

Mala  Wax  eft,  (S'  Concordia,  qiu  inter  Pajlores  (s' 
Lupos  eft.  Chemnit.  Harm. 

Maledicta  fit  Cbaritas,  (s'  Concordia,  propter  quant  , 

conJerVandam  periclitari  neceffe  fit  Verbum  Dei.  Lu¬ 
ther  in  Gal.  y. 

Pios  Iroc  nomen  (3*  titulum  in  mmdo  oportetgerere,  quod 

Seditioft , 


. .  . 

^  edit  loft,  ac  Schifmatici,  ac  infinitorum  tmlorum  Jutbo- 
res  junt.  Idem  ibidem* 

Heu,  heu.  Dominel  ipft  funt  in  perfecutione  tua  primi, 
uni  in  Bcclejia  tm  Videntur  principatum  dikgere,  <&r  gerere 
principatum.  Bern,  de  Conver.  S*  Pauli,  Serm.I. 

lmofci  potuit  fmp'iciter  errantibics  :  poft  mfpirationent 
hero,  tsr  revdationem  [attain,  - line  ignorantix  Verna  pec- 
catnr.  Lypr.  Bp*  63. 

$fui  hero  me  errare  exittnnant,  etiam  atque  etiam  ddi: 
venter,  q<ue  funt  ditta,  confide  rent,  we  fortajsis  ipji  errent . 
Au  gull*  De  Bono  Perfever. 

Thefe  Sayings  may  be  Englifhed  as  foU 
loypetb  : 

•  *.  '  '•  ^  *  .  N 

Lee  us  not  regard  or  minde  whac  Come  have 
done  before  us,  but  what  Qwifi,  who  is  before  all, 
hath  full  done. 

They  take  acourfe  never  to  attain  unto  wifi 
dom,  who,  without  Judgement,  approve  of  the 
Inventions  of  their  Fore-Fathers }  and  like  unto 
Sheep,  are  led  by  others. 

Sometimes  we  let  pals  great  Errors  [as  if  they 
were  Truths]  being  perfwaded  [hereunto]  by  the 
Authority  of  (Treat  Men. 
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The  Errors  or  others  fFiould  not  move  us  to 
follow,  but  to  look  about  us. 

It  is  moll  honed  [and  honourable]  to  follow 
the  deps  of  our  Forefathers,  jf  the/  have  gone 
before  in  a  Right  Way* 

It  is  no  good  Peace  or  Agreement  that  is  made 
between  Shepherds  and  Wolves* 

Accurfed  be  that  Charity  and  Accord, for  the 
confervation  [and  maintenance]  whereof,  the 
W ord  of  God  mud  be  endangered* 

Godly  [and  good]  men  mud  be  content  in  the 
World  to  bear  the  name  and  tide  of  being  Sedi¬ 
tious,  Schifmatical,  and  the  Authors  of  a  thous 
fand  Mifchiefs. 

Alas,  Lord,  alas !  they  are  the  prime  men  in 
perfecting  thee, who  are  feen  to  affe<d  Primacy 
in  thy  Church,  and  to  bear  Rule  there* 

God  might  pardon  them,  whild  they  fimply 
[and  for  want  of  Knowledge]  went  adray  :  but 
when  they  have  received  the  Truth  by  Infpira- 
tion  and  Revelation jthey  fin  without  any  allow¬ 
ance  of  Favour  for  their  Ignorance* 

They  who  think  I  am  in  an  Error,  let  them  a- 
gain  and  again  diligently  confider  what  hath 
been  faid,  led  (haply)  themfelves  prove  to  be 
the  Men  that  err* 

FINIS* 
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